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The Storytelling Language - Hebrew

Welcome to Episode #030 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is the sixth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Failure to Launch. On this episode I’ll be having a conversation
with Dr. Jon Oswalt, Visiting Distinguished Professor of Old Testament, Asbury Theological
Seminary.
Expertise
Old Testament studies
Hebrew language
Hebrew religion
Education
B.A., Taylor University
B.D., Th.M., Asbury Theological Seminary
M.A., Ph.D., Brandeis University
Dr. John Oswalt returned to the Asbury Theological Seminary faculty in 2009 as visiting
distinguished professor of Old Testament. This is his third term on Asbury Seminary’s faculty,
having first served from 1970 to 1982 as professor of Old Testament and Semitic
languages, and again from 1989 to 1999 as Professor of Old Testament.
He has also served as research professor of Old Testament at Wesley Biblical Seminary in
Jackson, Miss., from 1999 to 2009, was president of Asbury College from 1983 to 1986 and
a member of the faculty of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield, Ill., from 1986 to
1989.
He is the author of 11 books, most notable of which is the two-volume commentary on
the book of Isaiah in the New International Commentary of the Old Testament. His most
recent book is The Holy One of Israel: Studies in the Book of Isaiah, released in 2014. He
has also written numerous articles that have appeared in Bible encyclopedias, scholarly
journals and popular religious periodicals. Dr. Oswalt is an ordained minister in the United
Methodist Church, with membership in the Kentucky Annual Conference. He has served
as a part-time pastor in congregations in New England and Kentucky, and is a frequent
speaker in conferences, camps and local churches.
Oswalt received a B.A. from Taylor University; a B.D. and Th.M. from Asbury Seminary; and
a M.A. and Ph.D. from Brandeis University.
He is married to the former Karen Kennedy, and they have three children and two
grandchildren
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CONVERSTATION DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
I’m hoping to elicit responses to the following questions. The overarching reason is to
know how New Testament believers should consider the writings in the Old Testament.
Q1. As a scholar and teacher of Old Testament studies, Hebrew and Semitic languages,
and the Hebrew religion, what would you say God is wanting believers and followers of
Jesus to know about in the Old Testament?
Q2. What was the mystery hidden from ages past, that Jesus revealed to Saul of Tarsus?
I ask this in light of Paul immediately upon his conversion going into the synagogues
proving that Jesus was the Messiah.
Q3. There are some who would want us to believe there are two Gods presented in the
Bible. The wrathful and angry God of the Old Testament and the God of Love and Peace
found in the New Testament. How do you respond to those who profess this view?
Q4. I’ve heard Greek is the most descriptive language of the Bible. I’ve come to learn
that while Hebrew may have simpler vocabulary, the inherit structure of the language
itself proves much more robust and descriptive than some may think. What can you tell
us about the Hebrew language that would give one rise to study it further?
Q5. How do other Semitic religious texts aid in our understanding of Hebrew, the Hebrew
religion, and the God of the Bible?
Q6. What are the best Hebrew tools you’d suggest for doing word studies?
Q7. What Hebrew commentaries would you recommend?
Dr. Oswalt’s Contact Info: https://calledtobetransformed.net/
On our next episode [#031] we’re going to look at Genesis 10 and 11 – Rising from the
Ashes of Nations. We’ll look at the table of nations coming out of the lineage of Noah,
confusion of their languages and dispersion upon the earth following the Tower of Babel,
and the identification of Abram – the one through whom God would bless all nations.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
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Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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