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Welcome to Episode #042 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our second of eight
episodes in our mini-series entitled, Conquest and Fall of a Nation. On this episode we’ll
look at the books of Judges and Ruth. Judges addresses the rapid turning away of Israel
from the LORD in favor of the gods and idols of people groups remaining in the promised
land after their conquest. The book of Ruth addresses Israel’s practice of a kinsman
redeemer.
The Bible is telling a “complete” story that begins in Genesis 1 and ends in Revelation 22.
In our initial podcast episodes, we are doing an overview of that story from beginning to
end. Each mini-series in these overview podcast blocks are sequential with the bible text.
In the first two minis-series of this podcast we laid down the foundational elements of
Biblical belief. The third mini-series covered the creation narratives in Genesis 1-3.
Mankind’s failure to launch in obedience to God’s command to multiply, rule, and reign
was covered in the fourth mini-series covering Genesis 4-11. The Rise of a Nation [Israel]
from Abraham, Issac, and Jacob to Egypt to the forty years of wandering in the desert
were covered in the fifth mini-series (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).
There are three main character categories in the story. First is the LORD God, the ONLY
ONE TRUE GOD, the supreme being, the ever-existant I AM that I AM, the LORD [yhwh],
creator of everything seen and unseen.
Second are heavenly beings created by God; that became eternal after their creation.
Included in this class are heavenly hosts (morning stars and sons of God) that witnessed
creation (Job 38:7), the serpent (Genesis 3), sons of God who had relations with the
women of mankind producing offspring (Nephilim) (Genesis 6), and 70 sons of God who
were given authority over the nations disinherited by God after the tower of Babel
incident (Gen. 11; Deuteronomy 32:7-10; Psalm 82).
Mankind (male and female) is the third main character category. While created in the
image and likeness of God, and could have been eternal had we eaten from the tree
of life in the garden, mankind is an inheritor of sin and death since the garden. We are
held in slavery by the serpent by our fear of death to do his will.
God’s will is to dwell with humans on the earth into eternity as they rule and reign with
him, both the heavens and the earth. The story in the Bible is how God accomplishes his
will in the presence of open resistance and rebellion in both the heavens beings and
mankind on earth.
What we covering of the story in this mini-series extends from the book of Joshua to Esther.
In our last episode, Joshua led the people on a conquest of the promised land with the
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intention of devoting to destruction seven nations where descendants of the Nephilim
were present (giants in the land) (the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites). And to assign by lot the
inheritance of land to the twelve tribes of Israel.
With the commander of the LORD’s army (i.e. the angel of the LORD) clearing the way,
Joshua and the people of Israel made a great start. Joshua 21:43-45 Thus the LORD gave
to Israel all the land that he swore to give to their fathers. And they took possession of it,
and they settled there. 44 And the LORD gave them rest on every side just as he had
sworn to their fathers. Not one of all their enemies had withstood them, for the LORD had
given all their enemies into their hands. 45 Not one word of all the good promises that the
LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass. But there was still
more to do. Joshua had surveyed and divided the entirety of the land and assigned by
lot the inheritances. The elders and leaders of the tribes assured Joshua just before his
death they would remain faithful to the LORD and complete the conquest.
These two books, Judges and Ruth, are turning point books of the story presented in the
Old Testament; as they foreshadow the need for a godly king in Israel who will keep the
people in-line and a kinsman redeemer who will free Israel from spiritual bondage. The
people of Israel demonstrate in Judges that without God directed leadership they willfully
abandon their intended purpose of being a kingdom of priests and a holy nation as they
whore after the gods of the nations. And once far afield from God and captured by the
gods of other nations Israel will need a kinsman redeemer to purchase them out of
spiritual slavery and reestablish them in the land of promise.
What we’ll see in Judges, once they are no longer under the direction of a man of God’s
choosing, is a turning away from God by the people as they pursue the gods of the
nations, their idols, and religious practices. All the while, recognizing the Angel of the Lord
is still in their midst. This is not a good situation.
Judges starts with a brief conclusion of the conquest of the promised land immediately
following the death of Joshua. While under the leadership of Joshua, Israel was successful
in taking land, devoting to destruction, and driving people groups out of the land. After
the death of Joshua, not so much.
Judges 1:21-22 - But the people of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites who lived in
Jerusalem, so the Jebusites have lived with the people of Benjamin in Jerusalem to this
day.
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Judges 1:27-33 - Manasseh, Ephraim, Zebulun, Asher, and Naphtali did not drive out the
Canaanites; eventually they subdued them to forced labor.
Judges 1:34 – The Amorites pressed the people of Dan back into the hill country, for they
did not allow them to come down to the plain.
Israel’s Disobedience
Judges 2:1-5 Now the angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I
brought you up from Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give to your
fathers. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall make no
covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall break down their altars.’ But you have
not obeyed my voice. What is this you have done? 3 So now I say, I will not drive them
out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare
to you.” 4 As soon as the angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the people of Israel,
the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 And they called the name of that place
Bochim. And they sacrificed there to the LORD.
The angel of the LORD has called the people out and announced the consequences of
their disobedience.
Judges 2:6-10 - When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his
inheritance to take possession of the land. 7 And the people served the LORD all the days
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great
work that the LORD had done for Israel. 8 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the
LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him within the boundaries of his
inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of
Gaash. 10 And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose
another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done
for Israel.
Deuteronomy 6:1-19 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the
rules[fn]—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may
do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear
the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his
statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life,
and that your days may be long. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do
them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD,
the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey.
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4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.[fn] 5 You shall love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And
these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house,
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
10 “And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good
cities that you did not build, 11 and houses full of all good things that you did not
fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did
not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12 then take care lest you forget the
LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13 It
is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you shall
swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are
around you— 15 for the LORD your God in your midst is a jealous God—lest the
anger of the LORD your God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off
the face of the earth.
16 “You shall not put the LORD your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah.
17 You shall diligently keep the commandments of the LORD your God, and his
testimonies and his statutes, which he has commanded you. 18 And you shall do
what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go well with you, and
that you may go in and take possession of the good land that the LORD swore to
give to your fathers 19 by thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the
LORD has promised.

While initially repentant at the angel of the Lord’s chastisement for not clearing out the
people of the land, the people soon digressed.
Judges 2:11-23 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and
served the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had
brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods
of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked
the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the
Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them
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over to plunderers, who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their
surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 15 Whenever
they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD had
warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress. 16 Then
the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered
them. 17 Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and
bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had
walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so. 18
Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he
saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was
moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 19
But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers,
going after other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They did not drop any
of their practices or their stubborn ways. 20 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel, and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant that I
commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, 21 I will no longer drive out
before them any of the nations that Joshua left when he died, 22 in order to test Israel by
them, whether they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did, or
not.” 23 So the LORD left those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give
them into the hand of Joshua.
Judges 3:1-6 - Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is,
all in Israel who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2 It was only in order that
the generations of the people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those who had
not known it before. 3 These are the nations: the five lords of the Philistines and all the
Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount
Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4 They were for the testing of Israel, to know whether
Israel would obey the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers
by the hand of Moses. 5 So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6 And their daughters they took
to themselves for wives, and their own daughters they gave to their sons, and they served
their gods.
I’ll next identify all the judges presented in the book. Several of these judges you’ll know
from past readings or studies. Two in particular are of special note as the angel of the
Lord has direct interactions with the people in the narrative.
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Othneil – defeated Cushan-rishathaim king of Meopotamia – land had rest 40 years
Ehud – subdued Moab – land had rest for 80 years
Shamgar – killed 600 Philistines with an oxgoad
Deborah and Barak – destroyed Jabin king of Canaan – land had rest for 40 years
Gideon – subdued Midian – land had rest for 40 years
Judges 6:11, 22 - Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at
Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating
out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites… 22 Then Gideon
perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord
GOD! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.”
At this time, the people of Israel recognize their need for a leader that does the
subduing of their enemies like a judge, but who will also rule over them like a king.
Judges 8:22-23 - Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your
son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23
Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the
LORD will rule over you.”
Judges 8:33-34 - As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and
whored after the Baals and made Baal-berith their god. 34 And the people of
Israel did not remember the LORD their God, who had delivered them from the
hand of all their enemies on every side
Abimelech convinces Shechem to have him rule as their king instead of
Gideon’s sons (who he later has murdered).
Tola – judged Israel for 23 years
Jair the Gileadide – judged Israel for 22 years
Judges 10:6-16 - The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the
LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon,
the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And
they forsook the LORD and did not serve him. 7 So the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of the Philistines and into
the hand of the Ammonites, 8 and they crushed and oppressed the people of
Israel that year. For eighteen years they oppressed all the people of Israel who
were beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead. 9 And the
Ammonites crossed the Jordan to fight also against Judah and against Benjamin
and against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed. 10 And
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the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have sinned against you,
because we have forsaken our God and have served the Baals.” 11 And the LORD
said to the people of Israel, “Did I not save you from the Egyptians and from the
Amorites, from the Ammonites and from the Philistines? 12 The Sidonians also, and
the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you, and you cried out to me, and I
saved you out of their hand. 13 Yet you have forsaken me and served other gods;
therefore I will save you no more. 14 Go and cry out to the gods whom you have
chosen; let them save you in the time of your distress.” 15 And the people of Israel
said to the LORD, “We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you. Only
please deliver us this day.” 16 So they put away the foreign gods from among
them and served the LORD, and he became impatient over the misery of Israel.
Jephthah – subdued the Ammonites – judged Israel for 6 years
Ibzan – judged Israel 7 years
Elon – judged Israel 10 years
Abdon – judged Israel 8 years
Samson – defeated the Philistines – judged Israel 20 years
Judges 13:3 - And the angel of the LORD appeared to the woman (Samson’s
mother) and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not borne children,
but you shall conceive and bear a son.
Beginning in chapter 17 to the end of the book of Judges there is a hint of what is coming.
Judges 17:6 - In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his
own eyes. This verse is preceded by the account of Micah who’d taken 1100 pieces of
silver from his mother and returned it. What happened next was a huge spiral downward.
Judges 17:4-5 - So when he restored the money to his mother, his mother took 200 pieces
of silver and gave it to the silversmith, who made it into a carved image and a metal
image. And it was in the house of Micah. 5 And the man Micah had a shrine, and he
made an ephod and household gods, and ordained[fn] one of his sons, who became
his priest. Later Micah installs a Levite from Bethlehem as his priest.
The tribe of Dan ends up confiscating the goodies: Judges 18:20, 30 - And when these
went into Micah’s house and took the carved image, the ephod, the household gods,
and the metal image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?” 19 And they said
to him, “Keep quiet; put your hand on your mouth and come with us and be to us a
father and a priest. Is it better for you to be priest to the house of one man, or to be priest
to a tribe and clan in Israel?” 20 And the priest’s heart was glad. He took the ephod and
the household gods and the carved image and went along with the people... 30 And
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the people of Dan set up the carved image for themselves, and Jonathan the son of
Gershom, son of Moses, and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day
of the captivity of the land.
The book concludes with the account of a Levite from the hill country of Ephraim staying
in Gibeah with his concubine for a night. Judges 19:22 - As they were making their hearts
merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on
the door. And they said to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring out the man who
came into your house, that we may know him.” The man’s concubine is later that night
molested to death by these worthless fellows. The man sends a special message to all the
tribes of Israel who gather as one against Gibeah. Eventually the entire tribe of Benjamin
is devoted to destruction by the Israelites, with only 600 surviving male Benjamites. Israel
in grief gets wives for the men and the tribe of Benjamin begins again.
What would cause such a response by Israel? Was it because of what happened at
Sodom with the two angels visiting Lot? Was Israel at a point where they knew this was a
line not to be crossed? Perhaps so as we will see next episode on the two books of
Samuel. The book of Judges ends with Judges 21:25 - In those days there was no king in
Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.
The book of Ruth is a crucial book for understanding the concept of Israel’s kinsman
redeemer. If a married Israelite died without having children, his brother was to marry the
dead brothers wife for the purposes of having offspring who would carry on his brothers
family name and inheritance. The redeemer would help secure any lost property and
restore the brother’s wife and family to their land. If there was no brother, a next of kin
could provide the redemption.
In this case, There was a woman from Bethlehem, Naomi (wife of Elimelech) who had two
sons. While they were living in Moab due to a famine in the land her husband died. Her
two sons married and they both died. So Naomi decided to head back to Bethlehem
and leave the daugters-in-law behind. But Ruth, one of her daughters in law refused to
let her go home alone. We’ll pick it up in Ruth 1:15-18 - And she said, “See, your sister-inlaw has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But
Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you
go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your
God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do so
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to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” 18 And when Naomi saw
that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.
Once back in the land destitute, Ruth goes out to glean grains from behind harvesters
working in the fields. Without her knowledge, she happens to pick the field of Elimelech’s
kinsman redeemer (Boaz). [Proverbs 16:9 - The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD
establishes his steps.] Boaz notices Ruth in the fields and asks about her. Once he learns
she’s Elimelech’s daughter-in-law he instructs his men to show her special favor and leave
fresh cuttings for her to pick-up behind them. When Naomi hears who field Ruth is
gleaning she tells her Boaz is their kinsman redeemer.
At the end of the harvest, Ruth presents herself to Boaz on the threshing floor and asks
that he act as the family kinsman redeemer. Boaz is thrilled and fulfills the obligation at
the first opportunity. He takes Ruth as a wife and they have a son. Ruth 4:17 - And the
women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.”
They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.
Ruth 4:18-21 - 18 Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, 19
Hezron fathered Ram, Ram fathered Amminadab, 20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21 Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz fathered Obed, 22 Obed
fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.
King David is descendant of Perez. Perez was one of two sons of Tamar, Judah’s daughter
in law who tricked him in having relations after Judah refused to have his youngest son
fulfill the role of the brother-in-law (Genesis 38). David would many generations later have
a special descendant, Jesus. There’s a lot of history and wild late night stories on Jesus’s
human side of the family.
The kinsman redeemer was also the avenger of blood in Israel. The one who wrought the
judgment of death upon anyone who murdered an Israelite family member. Jesus is
coming back both to redeem his own and avenge the blood of those murdered by the
enemies of our souls.
What we’ve covered on this episode was the rapid turn to idolatry and the worship of
the local gods by the people of Israel after Joshua died. Even after the angel of the Lord’s
warning to the people, they paid no heed and paid the consequences. The key verse
for us today is Judges 2:10 - And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers.
And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work
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that he had done for Israel. Our family’s Christian heritage lies in the balance of what
we’ve taught our children. It is lost in as short as one generation. And it must be a
demonstrated teaching by life style and discipline that prepares our children to withstand
the temptations of the world. Let’s not be like those Israelites, doing what’s right in our
own eyes. We have a king, King Jesus, sitting on his father’s throne in heaven. Let us honor
our king in praise, honor, and worship and a manner life that causes others to ask the
reason for the hope we have.
And our king is coming back soon to redeem his own, reclaim Israel, reclaim the promised
land, and judge the world in righteousness. Maranatha, come Lord Jesus, even now.
I look forward to you joining me on our next episode as we explore the book of first and
second Samuel. First Samuel is the book of the people’s king – Saul. Second Samuel is the
book of the king after God’s own heart – David.
Thank you for listening.
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