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Welcome to Episode #019
Dry Ground, Vegetation, and Lights in the Sky
Genesis 1:9-19
Welcome to Episode #019 of Way of the Bible podcast. In this episode we’ll be looking at Days 3 and 4 of
creation, where God has dry ground appear, has the ground produce vegetation, and puts lights in the
sky. The narrative for these days is provided in Genesis 1:9-19.
In our last episode [#018] I introduced the Genesis Creation Narrative presented in Genesis 1 to 3. And as
part of that introduction, we looked at the five most common questions mankind asks about life and noted
that the Creation narrative provides answers for them all. The text we’ll be looking at today addresses the
first question, Where did everything come from? (Origin).
We addressed the “beginning,” and first two days of creation presented in Genesis 1:1-8 in our first full
episode [#002 | Why Believing God as Creator Changes Everything]. The Bible starts in Genesis 1:1-2 with
the heavens and the earth being created by God, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit
of God was hovering over the waters.” And then the six days of Creation begin with God separating his
light from darkness (Day 1: Genesis 1:3-5) and separating his living water in heaven from nonlife-giving
waters on earth (Day 2: Genesis 1:3-8). The darkness and nonlife-giving waters still exist on earth and will
exist until God creates new heavens and a new earth at the end of this Age. We find throughout the Bible
that God uses these two themes, light and live-giving [living] water to spiritually contrast a life lived in
darkness and dying.
In answering the question of Origin, we learn in the first verse of Genesis that God created the heavens
and the earth. When we arrive at the narrative in Genesis 1:2, the Hebrew text gives the sense that what
we are reading about is something different than what the earth was like at the end of verse 1. This
inference is referred to as the Gap Theory which we’ll address on another episode. Regardless of this
theory, God also created the waters below and the darkness that was on the earth; both of which are still
here. Now we’ll pickup with today’s passage beginning with Genesis 1:9.
Genesis 1:9-10 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.”
And God saw that it was good. COMMENT
How did God gather all the waters to one place; where did he put it? We find some clues about this
gathering place in Genesis 2 and Genesis 7. The issue as stated in the text is God did not raise the land to
above surface level, but rather gathered the water to one place and the dry ground appeared. This is much
like having a sink full of dishes which are full submerged in soapy water. Where do you put the water in
the sink to make the dishes appear. You pull the plug and send the water down the drain…
From a portion of the Creation narrative in Genesis 2, it appears that part of God’s design was in-fact
water underground and under pressure. Genesis 2:5-6 “Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and
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no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to
work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground.”
This passage indicates when the dry ground was exposed, God also provided fresh water artesian springs
under the ground surface. So, God gathering the water to one place, and that one place being
underground, is perfectly reasonable.
Next we go to the account of the global flood of Noah’s day in Genesis 7 where we learn of the extent of
these underground springs. Genesis 7:11 “In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day
of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the
heavens were opened.”
Let’s remember, the earth was fully covered in water at the beginning of day 1. In fact, it was termed “the
surface of the DEEP.” And then a portion of this DEEP was gathered in one-place and stored underground
lowering the surface water level such that dry land appeared. In this Genesis 7 narrative, it seems God
super-pressurized the underground springs, perhaps by geologic shifting, and returned all the stored
water to the surface. The total water rise of the flood above the highest peak on land was twenty-two and
a half feet. This is a totally achievable number assuming the waters of the flood was just a returning of
the stored underground water to the surface from which they had come.
From the Genesis 2 and 7 narratives, we can see the rational for assuming place of gathering place of the
surface waters to one place was underground. Next we find geologic discoveries using radioactive dating,
seismic surveys, and other technologies when matched with plate tectonic theories have made it possible
to construct maps of how the world looked at its earliest conceived point in history. The landmass on the
earth appears to have had a singular beginning as a supercontinent called Pangea.
The geologists suggest something happened to cause tectonic plates to form and begin to split the
supercontinent into parts. And this movement of plates continues to this day providing us the geography
of the world we occupy. The Bible narrative suggests this plate movement may have been initiated with
the geologic shifting required to pressurize and return the stored surface water back to the surface during
the Genesis flood in Noah’s day.
Let’s return to the Creation text for today, Genesis 1:11-13 Then God said, “Let the land produce
vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their
various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And
there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.
It is super fascinating that God let the “land” produce the vegetation. The building blocks of all life are
found in the materials God placed in the very soil of earth itself. From the soil of earth the biogenesis on
the planet began with the establishment of a biodiversity of seed-bearing plants and fruit bearing trees
with seeds in the fruit “according” to their various kinds. From these “kinds” came all the varieties of plant
life we see up until the introduction of genetically altered, engineered, and modified plants today.
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Question: Why did God produce plant-life first?
Answer: To provide food for the animate life to follow. The seed bearing plants and trees with seed
bearing fruit were created mature and ready for eating…
Plants are at the very bottom of the food chain; and thus primary in the creation order.
Good thing God had provided for springs to water the surface of the ground before the plants got here.
And also to provide water for the animals to follow.
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let
them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the
sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern
the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of
the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness.
And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
COMMENT
You could spend a life-time of study on just this passage and the tremendous implications found in the
Bible; in-fact some likely have. We’ll let the main things guide us today. God provides the reasons for
what’s He’s creating in the narrative.
Let there be lights in the vault of the sky
Why?: To separate the day from the night
And, let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years
And, let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.
How?: God made two great lights
the greater light to govern the day and
the lesser light to govern the night.
He also made the stars.
Throughout history mankind has marked time, established seasons, established special days, etc. These
have been done using not only the procession of the sun and moon, but planets, and constellations in the
night sky. You’ll find seventy sacred Jewish days established in the Bible. When to celebrate those days is
determined by the lights in the sky. Which God put there for just that purpose.
Much like the mysteries of the oceans, there are many mysteries in the heavens we’ve yet to explain
scientifically. We’ve found no theories capable to explain what we observe. You’ve got two options:
Believe the Bible as written or believe a theory of man that cannot be scientifically validated. Acceptance
of either is a matter of FAITH.
You may find as mankind has discovered almost universally, and as described in the Bible, that what we
think is greatly influenced by those who we think may be opposed to what we’re thinking. And to avoid
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conflict, cancelling, and even death, we tend to ignore or suppress what we know or suspect to be true
and just follow along with the heard and stay out of trouble.
I pray you will read the scriptures in faith, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit find the scientific
discoveries that will allow you to know the third and fourth days of creation happened just as they were
written. And then, to embolden your trust in God and His word and guide you into all truth found in the
man of truth; Jesus Christ our Lord.
On our next episode [#020] we’ll take-on day’s 5 and 6 of creation. The filling of the seas and air with
teaming and flying life and the surface of the earth with creeping, crawling, and walking things. And finally,
God’s ultimate creation – Mankind.
Thank you for listening.
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