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Welcome to Episode #043 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our third of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Conquest and Fall of a Nation. On this episode we’ll look at
Israel’s choice to be ruled over by a king rather than by God in 1 & 2 Samuel.
Moses, under the direction and guidance of God and with the presence of the angel of
the LORD, led the people out of Egypt where they entered covenant with God. Joshua,
under God’s direction and guidance and with the angel of the LORD, led the people in
conquest of the promised land. Joshua 23:14 - And now I am about to go the way of all
the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word has failed
of all the good things that the LORD your God promised concerning you. All have come
to pass for you; not one of them has failed.
Having covered the book of Judges in our last episode (#042) we noticed that it didn’t
take long for the Israelites to abandon God, intermingle with the locals left in the land,
and begin to worship and serve the gods of the nation’s Israel was to devote to
destruction. This was exactly what God knew they would do as he knows all things before
they happen as he exists outside of time. What we are seeing in the text are the
fingerprints of God’s divine will being worked out his divine plan on earth in real spacetime history. Fulfillment of his will be the eternal state not seen until Revelation 21-22.
The second oracle of Balaam over Israel as they were camped on the plains below his
view describes what we are seeing in the text. Numbers 23:19 - God is not man, that he
should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not
do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? God chose Abraham and called him out
from among all the nations and promised him a land, descendants, and that through his
offspring all nations would be blessed. God raised the descendants of Jacob into a
nation in Egypt, and freed them from their bondage with many sign and wonders. Moses
led the people to Mount Horeb where they entered into covenant with God. In the
Pentateuch God made many promises to Israel; albeit many were conditional to their
obedience to the law, rules, and statutes given to Moses.
God knows Israel is going to rebel and tells of it in advance (see Deut. 28). God also knows
he will judge Israel using their enemies to purge the evil from among them while
preserving a remnant of people who will once again trust in him and obey. That is until a
little time passes, and a generation arises that does not know the LORD or what he has
done for Israel and the cycle of rebellion, judgment, purging, and renewal occurs again.
God is not wringing his hands with all this, but merely patiently and lovingly guiding Israel
toward his promises which include becoming a kingdom of priests and a holy nation that
will rule all nations.
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On today’s episode we will see Israel ask for a king. God gave Moses advance
instructions for this request in Deuteronomy 17:14-20 - “When you come to the land that
the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set
a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may indeed set a king
over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall
set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16
Only he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt
in order to acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return
that way again.’ 17 And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn
away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. 18 “And when he sits on
the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved
by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his
life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and
these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers,
and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to
the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.
As we get to the text realize we’re going to cover both 1 & 2 Samuel in a little over 35
minutes. Meaning, there is lot of great and theologically important materials we’re going
to pass over. Our intent here is to continue along the main story line of the Bible leading
to the Eternal State. And a key element of that story is introduced in this episode.
1 Samuel opens with the account of Hannah who is a barren wife of Elkanah, who is an
Ephrathite living in the hill country of Ephraim. Hanna went with her husband to the
temple in Shiloh annually to worship and sacrifice to the LORD. On one visit she pleads
with the LORD for a son who she will dedicate to the LORD as a Nazatite for his lifetime.
God answered her prayer and as soon her son Samuel was weaned, she went to the
temple at Shiloh, offered a sacrifice, and took him to Eli the priest. 1 Samuel 1:26-28 - And
she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in
your presence, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted
me my petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the LORD. As long as
he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there. Important note:
Samuel’s parents were God fearing - read Hannah’s prayer in 1 Samuel 2 and be
encouraged God always preserves a remnant.
Not so much for the priest Eli’s sons. 1 Samuel 2:12, 17b - Now the sons of Eli were worthless
men. They did not know the LORD… 17 the sin of the young men was very great in the
sight of the LORD, for the men treated the offering of the LORD with contempt. Eli tried to
2

SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #043
Kings Not God | 1 & 2 Samuel

counsel them but they would not listen for it was the LORD’s will to put them to death.
God also let Eli know of his displeasure and that He was going to cutoff the strength of his
house and his father’s house such that there would be no one old in future generations.
Samuel grew up and ministered to the LORD at the temple in the presence of Eli. 1 Samuel
3:1b - And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision.
One night while lying down in the temple, the LORD called out Samuel’s name, “Samuel.”
The first two times the LORD called, Samuel went to Eli thinking he’d called him. Both time
Eli sent him back saying he did not call. It says after the second time the LORD called and
he was sent back, 1 Samuel 3:7 - Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word
of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called a third time and when
Samuel went to Eli, Eli perceived the LORD was calling him, so he told Samuel, next time
he calls say, “Speak LORD, for your servant hears.”
What the text says next is very telling about who the word of the LORD is. 1 Samuel 3:10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant hears.” There is more than enough scriptural evidence for
me to know the word of the LORD here, is also the commander of the LORD’s army/angel
of the LORD that spoke with Joshua, Gideon, and Samson’s parents, and the word that
became flesh – Jesus. God the father and Jesus the son and the Holy Spirit have all been
working since the very beginning to bring to pass their will on earth as it is in heaven.
The word tells Samuel a dire message about Eli and his family, and that there is no sacrifice
or offering forever that will atone for their misconduct. Samuel revealed the message to
Eli who in essence shrugged it off. 1 Samuel 3:19-21; 4:1 - And Samuel grew, and the LORD
was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to
Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD
appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word
of the LORD. 4:1 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. With Samuel now established
as a prophet in the land, God is about to do some cleansing of his temple using the
Philistines as his agents of judgment.
The Philistines confront the Israelites in battle. Eli’s two sons take the ark of the covenant
out to the battle field. The Philistines defeat the Israelites, kills Eli’s two sons, and capture
the ark of the covenant. When Eli hears the news he slips in his chair, breaks his neck, and
dies as well. Through a very interesting turn of God ordained troubles the Philistines return
the ark to Israel with confirmation that the God of Israel really did exist. It eventually got
to Kiriath-jearim where it remained for twenty years. God took Israel’s temple away…
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Samuel steps us as a judge in Israel, calling them to return to the LORD. 1 Samuel 7:3-4 “If you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then put away the foreign gods and
the Ashtaroth from among you and direct your heart to the LORD and serve him only,
and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines.” 4 So the people of Israel put
away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the LORD only. Samuel then leads
the Israelites in repentance and presents sacrifices and offerings to the LORD. The
Israelites defeat the Philistines and reclaim all the lands the Philistines had taken from
them. Samuel judged all the days of his life, making an annual circuit of the nation, and
hoping to pass the position to his sons. The people reject Samuel’s sons as they
demonstrate themselves to be untrustworthy; The people demand a king. Samuel tried
to warn the people they really didn’t want a king.
1 Samuel 8:7-8, 19-20 - 7 And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in
all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from
being king over them. 8 According to all the deeds that they have done, from the day I
brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so
they are also doing to you…. 19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And
they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations,
and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”
God has Samuel anoint Saul the son of Kish, a wealthy Benjamite, king over Israel. Saul
was a young man and the most handsome and tallest of all the people. 1 Samuel 10:1 “Has not the LORD anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign
over the people of the LORD and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding
enemies.
Samuel gathers the tribes of Israel at Mizpah to announce their new king. 1 Samuel 10:1819 - And he said to the people of Israel, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I brought
up Israel out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the
hand of all the kingdoms that were oppressing you.’ 19 But today you have rejected your
God, who saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to
him, ‘Set a king over us. Samuel then identifies their new king by taking a lot of the tribes,
a lot of clans, lot of families, with Saul being identified king by lot. Samuel introduced their
king and the people shouted, “Long live the king.”
Word soon came to Saul that the Ammonites were besieging Jabesh-gilead. The Spirit of
God came upon Saul and he led the people intoe battle and defeated the Ammonites.
Afterward the people took Saul up to Gilgal and reaffirmed the kingdom under Saul.
Samuel, who had been the judge of Israel most of his life, said goodbye to the people,
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now that they had a king, and again warned of their transgression against God for
choosing a human king rather than accepting God as their king. The people sense their
mistake and ask Samuel to pray for them so they won’t die. 1 Samuel 12:20-22 - And
Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn
aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. 21 And do not turn
aside after empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they are empty. 22 For the LORD
will not forsake his people, for his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to
make you a people for himself.
The Philistines are restless and begin to invade Israel. Saul is waiting in Gilgal for Samuel to
present a burnt offering to the Lord and pray for success before he engages the
Philistines. Samuel is delayed in coming, so Saul presents the burnt offering himself, and
then Samuel shows up. Saul gives Samuel an excuse for his severe grievance (usurping
Samuel as the one who offers the sacrifice) and Samuel tells Saul of the seriousness of his
offense. 1 Samuel 13:13-14 - “You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command
of the LORD your God, with which he commanded you. For then the LORD would have
established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue.
The LORD has sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him
to be prince over his people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded
you.” Saul left with his army to meet the Philistines in battle. His son Jonathan engages
them first and they end up routing the Philistines. Saul then goes on to defeat all his
enemies on every side.
Samuel comes to Saul with a special request from God to devote to destruction Amalek
(i.e. kill everyone and all the livestock) for what they did to Israel when they came out of
Egypt. Saul went to carry out the command. All the despised and worthless things they
devoted to destruction. But they spared the king, Agag, “and the best of the sheep and
of the oxen and of the fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was good” (1Sam
15:9). When Samuel shows up after Saul returns he is very disturbed that Saul did not obey
the LORD. Saul gave him some excuses to which Samuel said, 1 Samuel 15:22-23 - “Has
the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. 23 For
rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because
you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from being king.”
Samuel is then called by God to go anoint one of the sons of Jesse the Behtlehemite, “for
I have provided for myself a king among his sons” (1Sam 16:1). As Samuel was admiring
Jesse’s older sons, God said, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his
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stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on
the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart” (1Sam 16:7). David, who was
tending the sheep, was called in and Samuel anointed him in the midst of his brothers.
“And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward” (1 Sam 16:13).
The Spirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, and the Lord tormented Saul with a harmful
spirit. Saul’s attendants recommended music be played for Saul, and Saul approved.
One of Saul’s servants spoke up, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite,
who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a man of
good presence, and the LORD is with him” (1 Sam 16:18). So David came into the Saul’s
presence, became his armor bearer, and whenever David played the lyre the harmful
spirit departed from him.
The Philistines take up arms against Israel, and Goliath, a giant from Gath, was their
champion (he stood nine feet tall and the tip of his spear weighed 15 lbs). Goliath
challenged Israel for 40 days to send out their champion and the winner of their fight
would rule (the soldiers of Israel shuttered at the thought). David shows up, assesses the
situation, and openly rebukes Goliath saying, “who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the living God?” (1 Sam 17:26). Saul hears of David’s words, and
has him brought to him. David convinces Saul he can take down the giant. So with a sling
and five smooth stones (Goliath had four brothers), David approached the giant who
was cursing him and said, 1 Samuel 17:45-47 “You come to me with a sword and with a
spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of
the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my
hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of
the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth,
that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may
know that the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, and he
will give you into our hand.” David rushes toward the giant, slings a stone into the giants
forehead who then falls to the ground. David rushes up to the giant, takes the giants
sword and cuts off his head. The armies of Israel arise and route the Philistines.
David’s son Jonathan loves David as himself and makes a covenant with him (the first of
four he makes with David). Saul won’t let David go home. As they were entering the city
after the victory, the women came out celebrating and singing, “Saul has struck down
his thousands and David his ten thousands” (1Sam 18:7). From this point forward, Saul
knows David is going to be the next king and does everything in his power, including
attempted murder in cold blood, to kill David. He puts him as commander of thousands
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and sends him off to war hoping the Philistines would kill him. But David is always victorious
and wins the hearts of all the commanders and the people. Saul gets David to marry his
daughter Michal, tells Jonathan and all his servants they should kill David; and tries to
murder David himself as David was playing the lyre in Saul’s presence.
David flees from Saul and hides out and 400 other displaced warriors gather around him.
From chapter 21 of 1 Samuel to the near the end record the numerous attempts by Saul
to kill David. On two occasions, Saul came within David’s grasp, yet David refused to kill
the LORD’s anointed. Both times David, addressed Saul immediately afterward letting
Saul know that he would never kill Saul. And David called God as a witness between
them to justify the innocent and judge the guilty. Both times Saul admitted his error and
both times agreed not to kill David; that was until the next opportunity arose. Samuel dies
and all Israel gathered and morned for him. Eventually David and his men flee to Gath,
the land of the Philistines, and Saul stops his pursuit. While David was in Gath he raided
enemy territories and distributed the plunder to the leaders and citizens of the towns who
protected him while hiding from Saul in Israel.
The Philistines are gathering to attack Israel and Saul seeks out a medium to inquire of the
LORD about the battle. Instead of the LORD, the spirit of Samuel arises. Samuel asks Saul
why is he disturbing him by bringing him up? Saul says the LORD’s not speaking with him,
he’s worried about the upcoming battle, and what should he do? Samuel replies, 1
Samuel 28:16-19 - “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from you and
become your enemy? 17 The LORD has done to you as he spoke by me, for the LORD
has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, David. 18 Because
you did not obey the voice of the LORD and did not carry out his fierce wrath against
Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day. 19 Moreover, the LORD
will give Israel also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and your
sons shall be with me. The LORD will give the army of Israel also into the hand of the
Philistines.”
Saul fell flat down in fear. The next day, the Philistines routed Israel, killing Jonathan and
his brothers. Saul sensing the end was near ordered his armor bearer to kill him to avoid
what the Philistines were sure to do to him. The armor bearer refused, and Saul took his
own life by falling on his sword. His armor bearer followed him the same way.
The book of second Samuel opens with David hearing of the deaths of Saul and
Jonathan, and he mourns for the loss of both. David then inquires of the LORD of where
he should go. The LORD directs him to Hebron where the men of Judah pronounce him
king over Judah. Meanwhile, Abner, commander of the army of Israel made Ish-bosheth,
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Saul’s son, king over Israel. Joab, commander of David’s army, and Abner, commander
of Israel’s army test each other in bloody skirmishes.
Abner is accused of trying to sleep with Ish-bosheth’s concubine, and decides to turn the
kingdom over to David. While returning from a secret visit with David to seal the deal,
Joab murders Abner. Two of the captains of Israel’s raiding parties murder Ish-bosheth
and take the news to David thinking they would find favor. David has them killed, their
own words of murder of a righteous man condemning them.
David is anointed king over all Israel and reunification of the nation under a Godly leader
begins. Hiram the king of Tyre sent messengers of congratulations and a construction
crew with their own supplies and built David a house. David had several wife’s by this
time and started adding concubines, and children were born to him.
David defeats the Philistines, brings the ark of the covenant back to Jerusalem with
sacrifices and celebration. 2 Samuel 5:13-15 - And when those who bore the ark of the
LORD had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14 And David
danced before the LORD with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So
David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with
the sound of the horn.
Soon David found himself dwelling in his own house at rest as the LORD had given him
rest from all his surrounding enemies. David thought of building a house for the LORD and
asked Nathan the prophet, what he should do. Nathan tells him to go for it as the LORD
is with him. Nathan learned a lesson that day of speaking presumptuously for the LORD.
God spoke to Nathan that night and had him bring a message to David. First, has God
ever asked for a house to be built for him, as if he needed one? Rather, 2 Samuel 7:8-17
- Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my
people Israel. 9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over
my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD
declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and
you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I
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will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a father, and he shall be
to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the
stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it
from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall
be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 17 In
accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to
David.
As the serpent looks on or hears about this conversation, he now knows that God intends
to establish David’s throne forever through one of his descendants. From here on out,
we’ll see one calamity upon another trying to destroy the witness, the favor, and the
descendants of David.
David went out and fought many battles and expanded his kingdom and made a name
for “himself.” The LORD gave David victory where ever he went. “So David reigned over
all Israel. And David administered justice and equity to all his people” (2Sam 8:15). One
fighting season, David decided to stay home and rest while Joab went out to war. From
the top of his palace, he spies one of his neighbors, Bathsheba the wife of Uriah the Hittite,
taking a bath on her roof. Uriah was one of David’s closest and trusted soldiers. He has
an attendant fetch her for a one night stand.
Later, Bathsheba lets David know she’s pregnant. David sends for Uriah to come home in
hopes he’d sleep with his wife. He refuses to go home while the army of Israel is fighting.
So David sends him back to Joab with a note to make sure Uriah dies in battle. David
gets a note from the front lines saying they had a rough outing and Uriah was killed. After
Bathsheba mourned David took her for his wife.
David must have been thinking he’d gotten away with something, and perhaps thought
he was playing the hero by marrying the pregnant wife of a fallen hero. But Nathan soon
busted his bubble. Nathan comes to David and tells him a story of how a rich and a poor
man. The poor man only had one ewe lamb who raised it in his own arms and loved the
lamb like a daughter. The rich man had a traveler who stopped by, and instead of taking
one of his own out of his massive flock, he took the poor mans lamb, had it slaughtered
and served for their dinner. David was furious and said that rich man deserved to die.
And then probably the most quoted line ever spoken in David’s presence, Nathan
proclaimed, 2 Samuel 12:7-14 - “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I gave
you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and gave you the house
of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why
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have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and have
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall never depart
from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out
of your own house. And I will take your wives before your eyes and give them to your
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. 12 For you did it secretly,
but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.’” 13 David said to Nathan, “I
have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away
your sin; you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned
the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.”
David morns the loss of the son born to Bathsheba, and he lay with her again and she
has another son Solomon. Meanwhile, there’s a whirlwind starting to be unleashed in
David’s house. One of his sons, Amnon rapes his sister Tamar born to David by another
mother. David does nothing. Tamar’s brother, Absalom murders his brother Amnon a
couple of years later and flees to Gershur. David does nothing; but eventually misses his
son Absalom. Joab convinces David to invite Absalom back, which he does, but David
refuses to see him. Absalom conspires against his father David and assembles a select
crowd at Hebron who anointed him king at Hebron.
David and his family flee the city and go into hiding as Absalom comes to take the
kingdom from David. Absalom sleeps with David’s concubines on the roof in view of all
Israel to see (a sign of superiority and direct snubbing of David as king). There is a lot of
intrigue in what transpires in this account I’m leaving out. Eventually David’s men and
Absalom’s men meet in battle. David gives an order to not kill Absalom; but to treat him
kindly.
Absalom’s hair gets caught in an overhanging branch as his mule rides on. Joab is told
of the situation and he plants three spears in Absalom’s chest. With Absalom dead, his
army retreats into hiding. David morns Absalom’s death and while the troops are
despairing, Joab rebukes David who then goes out to great his troops. David returns to
Jerusalem, is reinstalled as king, and pardons his enemies who despised him during his
short exile. There are a few more attempts to usurp David but they are all put down. David
goes out with the troops to battle the Philistines and is almost killed. The men swore he
would never go out to battle with them lest the lamp of Israel be quenched.
Late in life David orders Joab to take a census; something Joab strongly resisted. Joab
partially fulfilled the request and as soon as the report was given, David got a word in his
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heart that he’d sinned greatly once again. God gave him three options – Three years of
famine, flee from your foes for three months, or three days of plaque in the land. David
chose the plague as it would be from the LORD’s hand, and perhaps the LORD would
have mercy. The angel of the LORD slew 70,000 people from the far north to far south of
the kingdom and was about to start in Jerusalem when the LORD relented and stayed
the hand of the angel. David saw the angel with sword in hand and said, “Behold, I have
sinned, and I have done wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let
your hand be against me and against my father’s house” (2 Samuel 24:17).
Gad the prophet came to David and told him God wanted him to raise an alter on the
threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite were he saw the angel of the LORD was standing.
So David paid full price for the threshing floor and offered burnt and peace offerings on
the alter. The LORD responded and the plague ended.
That ends the book of 2 Samuel. Wow we covered a lot on this episode; from Samuel the
prophet, to Saul the first king of Israel – a king rejected by God, and finally to David – a
king after God’s own heart yet still fallible.
What happened when Israel chose to have a king is KEY for understanding the rest of the
Bible. Mankind coveting exaltation of a human leader for salvation and provision (like the
nations); rather than humble trusting obedience of God who promises a shield of
protection and blessing in all areas. God chose Abraham from out of the nations to
create a nation set-apart from the nations – to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
God covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God redeems Israel (now well over a
million people) out of slavery in Egypt – totally devastating the nation and killing Pharoah
and his army. God covenants with Israel to be their God and deliver them into the
promise land. Israel’s obedience to the law, rules, and statutes given to Moses by God
key to God providing security, bounty, and blessings galore. God’s presence dwelt in the
camp of Israel, in the temple over the ark of the covenant (cloud by day, fire by night).
When the cloud lifted the people moved, when the cloud settled, the people stayed. At
the entrance into the land, the people don’t trust God and turn their eyes back to Egypt
and get 40 years of wilderness wandering (surviving on God’s provision). The angel of the
LORD goes before Joshua and the people and totally secures victory for Israel. SPECIAL
NOTE: Two times the people walked across large bodies of water on dry ground. Once in
the land and fanning out to take inheritances, the people begin to abandon God to
serve and worship the gods of the people they were to devote to destruction and
displace. God removes his hedge of protection and the people are disciplined by their
enemies. A cycle begins where people cry out and God sends judges to defeat their
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enemies. We find not only have the people abandoned God, but Eli and his sons, the
priests at God’s temple, have also abandoned obedience for self-indulgence of the
things offered to God. Samuel is the last prophet to rule in Israel. While he was without
fault before the people, his own sons demonstrated they were not to be trusted. So the
people demand a king who will both judge them and lead them into battle. Not realizing
the power of sin and corruption to twist a person exalted to a position of power. King Saul
fails almost immediately, filled with pride he himself presumes to be both king and
prophet, offering the sacrifice at Gilgal. It takes David a little longer to get filled with self
exultation. And God telling David he would be the most remembered king and his
descendant would rule on his throne forever certainly didn’t help but inflate his ego and
pride. Eventually he thinks he can take another man’s wife with no consequences. And
then the downfall begins. But God in his mercy does not allow David to fall beyond
recognizing his sin, grants him repentance, and allows a return to God.
Next episode we’ll be looking at 1 & 2 Kings and see how susceptible to this twisting and
perversions the kings get before God has enough. It is not a pretty picture. Is it possible
for any human king to come who will not be twisted or perverse?... We’ll find the answer
to this question in a future episode, Lord willing.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters

12

