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Welcome to Episode #036 of Way of the Bible podcast; Be Holy as I the LORD am Holy |
Leviticus. This is our fourth of eight episodes in our mini-series entitled, Rise of a Nation. In
this mini-series we’re looking at some of the overarching themes in the first five books of
the Bible that continue throughout the Scriptures and terminate in the Eternal State of
Revelation 21 and 22.
We’re going to highlight in this one-episode concepts and layers in Leviticus that fill the
remainder of the Bible. Given we’ll miss and skip much more than we’ll cover, I
encourage you to read Leviticus this week while keeping in mind the concepts we lay
out today. They will guide and keep you reading while looking for treasures.
We’ll start our Leviticus exploration with several passages from our last episode on Exodus.
The Israelites are free of Egypt!! They are camped at Mount Sinai where Moses went up
the mountain to speak with God. God instructed Moses to tell the people, ‘You yourselves
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought
you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ (Ex. 19:4-6)
The Israelites entered into God’s covenant at the base of Mount Sinai. Moses had gone
up on the mountain to get further instructions after God had spoken audibly the ten
commandments to people from the mountain. It says in Exodus 24:3-4, “Moses came and
told the people all the words of the LORD and all the rules. And all the people answered
with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do.” 4 And
Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD.” Moses then made some sacrifices in
preparation for confirming a blood covenant. Exodus 24:6-8, And Moses took half of the
blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw against the altar. 7 Then he
took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of the people. And they said,
“All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” 8 And Moses took
the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold the blood of the covenant that
the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
God then gave Moses a lot of instructions on the priesthood and the tabernacle where
God would dwell within Israel. God gifted craftsmen to fashion, make, and construct
everything in accordance to the plans given to Moses. Then God came down from the
mountain and into the tabernacle prepared for Him. “Then the cloud covered the tent
of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able
to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD
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filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up
from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not
taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of
the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the
house of Israel throughout all their journeys (Exodus 40:34-38).
We have a new situation here in the wilderness of Sinai that requires some instruction on
how to proceed. This new situation is God’s indwelling covenantal presence in the camp
of Israel. Remember how God instructed Moses to remove his shoes because He was on
holy ground while standing by the burning bush. What is God going to tell the people to
do now that he is tabernacling in their camp? Remember this is a mobile camp, setting
out soon for the promised land of Canaan. And, how will hearing God’s voice and
obeying his covenant demonstrate to the world that Israel is God’s treasured possession
among all peoples, a kingdom of priests and a holy nation?
Answers to these questions are found in the twenty-seven chapters of the book of
Leviticus. It covers a broad range of topics centered on maintaining covenantal
fellowship with God, in his will and honoring his name while living in a human body and
world bent toward rebellion against God, in our own will for our own name. This is certainly
not a formula you would think would have a successful outcome.
While we’ll touch on many of the topics, my focus on this episode is the fix from the
beginning God foreshadowed in Leviticus, God’s own work that will reconcile mankind
back to God. And in this work, God draws people from all the disinherited nations away
from their gods into the eternal family of the One true God, LORD God Almighty.
The first seven chapters of Leviticus are instructions for establishing and maintaining
offerings to God that provide a three-fold path to enter God’s presence and share
fellowship. These offerings center around three primary offerings referred to as the sin
offering, the whole burnt offering, and the peace offering. The details of these and other
offerings are presented in vivid detail in the text and involve animals, grains, bread, wine,
oils, and spices.
The sin offering provided for atonement (covering over) of unintentional sin by an
individual. Willful sin (disobedience) had immediate consequences as the keeping the
commands was a condition of the covenant.
The whole burnt offering symbolized the full consecration of one’s life unto God, wholly
submitted to his will. Imagine the animal on the fire not being destroyed but rather
translated in the smoke into God’s heavenly presence.
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The peace offering was for a fellowship meal with God. The sacrifices once offered were
the possession of the Lord. A portion from the “Lord’s” table was returned to the
participant who shared with the Lord food from His own table.
Chapters 8 to 10 deal with the consecration of Aaron and his sons as they serve the Lord
and handle the sacrifices. The penalty for doing things your own way, even if the
intentions may be good, were graphically displayed when two of Aarons sons were
consumed in fire as they offered unauthorized fire inside the veil before the Lord.
In Chapters 11 to 14, God begins to define what is to be considered clean and unclean
among the people and how to deal with both. The topics include animals (clean and
unclean), postpartum mothers (clean and unclean), leprosy (clean and unclean), houses
(clean and unclean), and bodily discharges (clean and unclean). Throughout history,
many have considered and applied these Levitical regulations as best practices for
maintaining public communal health.
With all that as a pretext, starting in Chapter 16, God begins to reveal his fix for the human
condition of sin, death, and eternal separation from God; The Day of Atonement. On this
day, Aaron (the high priest) was to be ceremonially clean, dressed in special holy
garments, and bearing on himself the stones on which were written the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel. He presented sacrifices to make atonement for himself and his
household, took coals and incense inside the veil and placed it on the fire creating a
cloud that covered the mercy seat so he would not die (as did his two sons). He then
sprinkled blood from his sacrifice in front and on each side of the mercy seat.
For the people of Israel was two goats were selected and one ram for a whole burnt
offering. Selected by lot, one goat was sacrificed as a sin offering to the Lord and the
other presented alive before the Lord to make atonement over it. Aaron took the blood
of the sacrificed goat, in same manner as with the bull, and sprinkled its blood on and in
front of the mercy seat. Leviticus 16:16, “Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place,
because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions,
all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them in the midst
of their uncleannesses.”
The goat presented alive for atonement was driven into the wilderness to Azazel. Azazel
is a proper name for a spirit haunting desert. The sins of the people were both atoned for
by the death of one goat, and carried by the other to where sins belong; with the devil
and his minions.
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The conclusion of the matter is found at the end of Chapter 16:29-34 “And it shall be a
statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall
afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns
among you. 30 For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall
be clean before the LORD from all your sins. 31 It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and
you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute forever. 32 And the priest who is anointed and
consecrated as priest in his father’s place shall make atonement, wearing the holy linen
garments. 33 He shall make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make
atonement for the tent of meeting and for the altar, and he shall make atonement for
the priests and for all the people of the assembly. 34 And this shall be a statute forever
for you, that atonement may be made for the people of Israel once in the year because
of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the LORD commanded Moses.” Once a year, God
provided for the covering over of “all” sin within the camp, unintentional and intentional.
The significance of this sacrifice, the high priest, the veil hiding the ark of the covenant,
are all addressed in the book of Hebrews concerning what Jesus was doing on the cross.
The lamb of God who knew no sin was offered as our Passover sacrifice so that death
would Passover us, when he died the veil in the temple was ripped open from top to
bottom providing direct access of the people to God. Hebrews 9:11-14 “But when Christ
appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater
and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered
once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats
and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the
purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God.” I encourage you to read this in full context as you will see
that from the very beginning, God has seen you in his eternal family and delayed his
return until you got in. And there are others yet to get in before the end comes.
Chapter 17 of Leviticus then begins to deal with proper and improper sacrifices. Here’s
the issue. You’re living on the outskirts of this camp of a million plus and it is a pretty far
stretch to walk or carry your sacrifice and offerings to the tent of meeting. So, why not
just set up your own neighborhood alter for the sacrifice and offerings. God thought of
that and forbids it. If you did that, you were to be cut off from your people.
But there was also another problem. When Israel fled there were six hundred thousand
men plus women and children. In addition, “A mixed multitude also went up with them,
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and very much livestock, both flocks and herds” (Exodus 12:38). God deals with them in
Leviticus 17:7-9, “So they shall no more sacrifice their sacrifices to goat demons, after
whom they whore. This shall be a statute forever for them throughout their generations.
“And you shall say to them, Any one of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who sojourn
among them, who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice and does not bring it to the entrance
of the tent of meeting to offer it to the LORD, that man shall be cut off from his people.”
Then God forbids the drinking of blood, which also seemed to be an issue amongst the
people.
Now out in the wilderness in a wild west setting, God addresses sexual relations in Leviticus
18. After he states what is not permissible, it’s a long list, he notes near the end of this
narrative on sexual relations, “You shall not give any of your children to offer them to
Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD” (Leiticus 18:21). This was
child sacrifice on a furnace hearth… And then God concludes this chapter with a very
revealing statement.
“Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these things, for by all these the nations I am
driving out before you have become unclean, 25 and the land became unclean, so that
I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 26 But you shall keep my
statutes and my rules and do none of these abominations, either the native or the
stranger who sojourns among you 27 (for the people of the land, who were before you,
did all of these abominations, so that the land became unclean), 28 lest the land vomit
you out when you make it unclean, as it vomited out the nation that was before you. 29
For everyone who does any of these abominations, the persons who do them shall be
cut off from among their people. 30 So keep my charge never to practice any of these
abominable customs that were practiced before you, and never to make yourselves
unclean by them: I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 18:24-30).
In Leviticus 19, God begins the positive actions Israel should take to demonstrate to the
nations the character of their God. “And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to
all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the
LORD your God am holy. 3 Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and
you shall keep my Sabbaths: I am the LORD your God. 4 Do not turn to idols or make for
yourselves any gods of cast metal: I am the LORD your God” (Leviticus 19:1-3). What does
being holy (set-apart, sanctified) look like… Loving your neighbor as yourself and keeping
God’s statutes.
As you read God’s desires for moral and ethical behavior of his people Israel, he is
instructing them to act in accordance of God’s own character. Remember when God
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spoke his name to Moses in Exodus 34:6-7, The LORD passed before him and proclaimed,
“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth
generation.” God is telling the people to be merciful, gracious, slow to anger, to abound
in steadfast love and faithfulness, and to keep steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin of their neighbors. And he repeats the reason why after almost
everyone one of his instructions, I am the LORD. The people are to represent the LORD
amongst themselves and with those who sojourn with them. God’s will for mankind, no
mans will for themselves among mankind.
After God lays down punishments for those who burn their children in sacrifice to Molech
and who commit sexual immorality (death for the guilty) he reiterates their call to be holy
and separate people. “You shall therefore keep all my statutes and all my rules and do
them, that the land where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out. 23 And you
shall not walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out before you, for they did
all these things, and therefore I detested them. 24 But I have said to you, ‘You shall inherit
their land, and I will give it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey.’ I am
the LORD your God, who has separated you from the peoples. 25 You shall therefore
separate the clean beast from the unclean, and the unclean bird from the clean. You
shall not make yourselves detestable by beast or by bird or by anything with which the
ground crawls, which I have set apart for you to hold unclean. 26 You shall be holy to me,
for I the LORD am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be
mine” (Leviticus 20:22-26).
After some more additional instructions, God reiterates, “So you shall keep my
commandments and do them: I am the LORD. 32 And you shall not profane my holy
name, that I may be sanctified among the people of Israel. I am the LORD who sanctifies
you, 33 who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD”
(Leviticus 22:31-33).
God then goes on to describe the annual feasts to the LORD. The Sabbath, The Passover,
The Feast of Firstfruits, The Feast of Weeks, The Feast of Trumpets, The Day of Atonement,
and The Feast of Booths.
The seriousness of the holy camp of God was brought out after a fight erupted between
and one of the two individuals whose mom was an Israelite and whose dad was Egyptian
blasphemed the Name and cursed. “Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 14 “Bring
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out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their hands on his
head, and let all the congregation stone him. 15 And speak to the people of Israel,
saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin. 16 Whoever blasphemes the name of
the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him. The sojourner
as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death” (Leviticus
24:13-16).
God follows up with some additional instructions on resolving disputes and property and
personal redemption. Then in Chapter 26 is the blessing and cursing portion of the
covenant. Incredible blessings are promised for obedience and equally incredible
punishments are promised for disobedience. The blessings end with this promise, “I will
make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you. 12 And I will walk among
you and will be your God, and you shall be my people. 13 I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their slaves. And I have
broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect (Leviticus 26:11-13). Very
reminiscent of Eden when God walked with Adam and Eve.
Following a long listing of horrific curses that God will bring upon the people who break
the covenant, who abandon God, God ends with this prophetic future statement. 40
“But if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers in their treachery that they
committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me, 41 so that I walked contrary
to them and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then their uncircumcised
heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquity, 42 then I will remember my
covenant with Jacob, and I will remember my covenant with Isaac and my covenant
with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 43 But the land shall be abandoned by
them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, and they shall make
amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred my
statutes. 44 Yet for all that, when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not spurn
them, neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with
them, for I am the LORD their God. 45 But I will for their sake remember the covenant with
their forefathers, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that
I might be their God: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 26:40-45).
The book ends with a chapter on laws and vows.
That ends our overview of the book of Leviticus. What did we learn and what God has in
store for over one million Israelites and a mixed multitude of others who fled Egypt with
the Israelites? First, God established a dwelling place for himself within the tent of meeting
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in the tabernacle of the ark of the covenant. His presence was manifest by a cloud and
pillar of fire.
God provided a means for the unintentional sin of man to be atoned for through a
substitute animal. While not truly effectual at removing sin, it provided the picture for the
one coming who would complete that circuit. God provided another annual sacrifice,
The Day of Atonement, to cover all sin in the camp so His presence would remain AND
to serve as a foreshadow of what Jesus did for all mankind.
Romans 3:21-26 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
God then provided some dietary and health instructions, and cautioned against idolatry
and sexual immorality. All leading up to call of the Israelites to a life and manner of
holiness as their LORD was holy. And this holiness was demonstrated by obedience to
God’s commands and their attitude and love for others.
They were about to displace a nation, and peoples immersed in sin, death, and
wickedness. Israel was to be a beacon of light attracting the world to come and meet
the God who was dwelling in their midst. While Israel rejected and cast off it’s call as
mentioned in the curses of the covenant, the gospel of God will continue to be revealed
to the world until the Jesus returns to rescue his people (Israel) and to judge the world in
righteousness.
On our next episode we’ll look at the book of Numbers. Don’t let the title fool you, this
book is filled with incredible narrative about what happens next…
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Please invite others you know to listen to the podcast. My prayer and hope is that the
word of God that changes lives will be go forth and accomplish all that God purposed
in sending it forth from this podcast.
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Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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