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Welcome to Episode #033 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our first of eight episodes in
our mini-series entitled, Rise of a Nation. In this mini-series we are going to do an overview
of the remainder of the first five books of the Bible; called the Pentateuch of the Torah
(Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).
We’ll begin in Genesis 12 with one man, Abram, who God covenants with, blesses, guards
and guides generations of his offspring. By the time we finish Deuteronomy, God will have
raised up in about half a millennia, a people unto himself, a nation ready to invade,
capture, and occupy the promised land. A nation set-apart as a light and beacon of
Lord God Almighty, to be seen and feared by all other nations of the world.
God covenanted with Abraham and confirmed the covenant with Isaac and Jacob.
The promises God made in the covenant were descendants to inherit the land and
through whom all nations would be blessed.
Before getting there, let’s take a step back and peak behind the curtain. I believe the
totality of Scripture indicates God’s desire since before the creation of the world was, is,
and forever will be to dwell eternity with humans (his image bearers) on the earth. God
wants that eternal state to be filled with people who know Him (God) and want to spend
eternity in his presence freely submitting to his will. And that is exactly the picture Jesus
presented to John the Apostle, God and mankind dwelling together on earth, in the last
two chapters of the Bible, Revelation 21 and 22.
The Bible starts with God creating mankind and putting man in God’s garden to work
and tend it. Then God created from man a woman, also in God’s image and likeness. In
Genesis 3, Eve was deceived by the serpent, and Adam ate the forbidden fruit in the
garden (Sin enters the world and death thru sin – Strike 1 for mankind to actuate God’s
desire for his image bearers to rule and reign with him on earth). We learn here that there
is a heavenly being (the serpent) who does not want mankind to follow God, but rather
be enslaved through death to himself. God tells the serpent who had deceived Eve in
Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” The serpent,
now knowing that his end will be at the hand of one of the offspring of the woman, tries
to take down all humanity.
In Genesis 6 we encounter angelic hanky-panky with women on earth producing hybrid
offspring/Nephilim, and wickedness rampant on earth as the hearts of mankind were set
on only evil all the time (God was grieved that he ever made mankind and sent a global
flood to destroy every living thing on the surface of the earth save eight humans and all
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kinds of animals on the Ark – Strike 2 for mankind to actuate God’s desire of an earthly
Eden). We here there are many more heavenly beings in addition to the serpent (all
created by God) who likewise desire humanity to follow and worship them.
God gives mankind disembarking the Ark a third try to actuate God’s desire for an Edenic
state. Genesis 9:1, Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number and fill the earth. In Genesis 10, we are given a listing of seventy
descendants of Shem, Ham, and Japheth who we refer to as the table nations. In Genesis
11, these descendants and their offspring begin to build a city (Babel) they can all live in
and a tower to the heavens to make a name for themselves. Strike 3. God came down,
confused the languages of the whole world, and dispersed the people over the face of
the whole earth.
We learn about the spiritual significance of this Babel incident from a song Moses gave
the Israelites in Deut. 32:8-9 just before they were to enter the promised land.
Deuteronomy 32:8, When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he
divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the
sons of God.
What verse 8 of this passage is telling us is at the Tower of Bale incident, God disinherited
the nations listed in Genesis 10, and fixed their borders according to the number of the
sons of God/gods; we infer from the number of nations the number of the sons of God
are seventy as well. We learn from Psalm 82 these sons of God/gods are accountable to
God for their rulership over the nations. You’ll see in this psalm God is not pleased with
these heavenly sons of God and will punish them for their sinful treatment of the peoples
they ruled over.
Psalm 82
1 God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he
holds judgment: 2 “How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to
the wicked? Selah 3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain
the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 4 Rescue the weak and the
needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 5 They have neither
knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all the
foundations of the earth are shaken. 6 I said, “You are gods, sons of the
Most High, all of you; 7 nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any
prince.” 8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations!
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Deuteronomy 32:9 But the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage.
We are going to examine today passages where God establishes relationships and
covenants with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to prepare a people, nation, and a land for
himself on the earth. The eventual result actuating the Edenic eternal state God envisions.
But there are many bumps, turns, and catastrophes before fruition.
The idea of covenant is central to the Bible. The titles Old and New Testament are another
way of saying Old and New Covenants. Covenants are perpetual (never end, passed
down from generation to generation) and typically have a statement of commitments
and obligations; provisions and resources; blessings and curses; a ceremony; exchange
of resources; a meal; a name change, and memorials.
Covenant with Abram
Over several encounters, God introduces to Abram, his intention to enter into covenant
with him. Notice all the things God says he is going to do for Abram and his descendants,
and the one thing God asks Abram and his descendants to do as their part of the
covenant.
Genesis 12:1-3 - Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I
will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Up to this point we don’t know what Abram knew about God. But we do know that
Abram heard, understood, and believed God wanted to covenant with him.
Genesis 12:4-9 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram
was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the
people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.
When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place
at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then
the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built
there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved to the hill
country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the
east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. 9
And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.
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It’s getting more serious as Abram builds alters to the LORD at Shechem and east of
Bethel. Abram then goes to Egypt during a famine, and God protects he and his wife Sari
while there. Abram and his nephew Lot, both very rich now, go back to the land and
they separate because their resources are too great to stay together.
Genesis 13:14-18 The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your
eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward
and westward, 15 for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring
forever. 16 I will make your offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the
dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17 Arise, walk through the length
and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” 18 So Abram moved his tent and
came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there he built an altar
to the LORD.
Abraham is taking all this in and builds a second alter to the Lord in Shechem. Later,
Abram rescues Lot and the possessions of five kings from some invaders and runs into
someone on his return.
Genesis 14:17-24 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who
were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is,
the King’s Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He
was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by
God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 and blessed be God Most High, who
has delivered your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
21 And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for
yourself.” 22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the LORD,
God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a
sandal strap or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I
will take nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who
went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”
Melchizedek, king of Salem (peace) and a priest of God Most High, brings out a covenant
meal, and affirms for Abram that God is already acting on his behalf.
Genesis 15:1-21 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear
not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord
GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of
Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member
of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This
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man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and
he counted it to him as righteousness.
NOTE: Belief being tied to righteousness in Verse 6 is very significant. Read Romans 4 to
get the fullness of why Abraham is called the father of all who have faith.
7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to
give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him
all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the other. But he did not cut
the birds in half. 11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.
Abram knew this was the blessing and cursing part of a formal covenant ceremony. But
how could Abram knowingly a sinful man, not a perfect man, ever uphold his side of a
covenant with God?
12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and
great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that
your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and
they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that
they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you
shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall
come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.”
God announces what he’s going to do.
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great
river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and
the Jebusites.”
God himself walks through the pieces as a flaming torch; there was nothing Abram had
to covenant – It is all God’s doing. After this, Sarai, Abram’s barren wife, tells Abram to
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take her maidservant Hagar as his wife and produce an offspring. Abram complies and
Ishmael is born.
Genesis 17:1-21 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, 2 that I may
make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram
fell on his face. And God said to him, 4 “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall
be the father of a multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be called Abram,
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. 6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings
shall come from you. 7 And I will establish my covenant between me and you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God
to you and to your offspring after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your offspring after
you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession,
and I will be their God.”
9 And God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your
offspring after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which you shall
keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be
circumcised. 11 You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 He who is eight days old among you shall
be circumcised. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or
bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring, 13 both he who
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised.
So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised
male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he
has broken my covenant.” 15 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah[fn] shall be her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover,
I will give[fn] you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; kings of
peoples shall come from her.” 17 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said
to himself, “Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who
is ninety years old, bear a child?” 18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might
live before you!” 19 God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall
call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for
his offspring after him. 20 As for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I have blessed him
and will make him fruitful and multiply him greatly. He shall father twelve princes, and I
will make him into a great nation. 21 But I will establish my covenant with Isaac, whom
Sarah shall bear to you at this time next year.”
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God tests Abraham’s faith by asking him to offer his son Isaac up as a burnt offering.
Without hesitation, Abraham took Isaac to the mountain God showed him and secured
him atop a wood pile to be sacrificed.
Genesis 22:10-19 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his
son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham,
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your
son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the
name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the
LORD it shall be provided.”
15 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16 and
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring
shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his
young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And Abraham lived at
Beersheba.
From the time God first called Abraham to the incident of testing with Isaac, God spoke
seven times with Abraham about covenanting to give him descendants and a land, and
that all nations of the earth would be blessed by him. This is an announcement to all the
sons of God, that God is setting up a geographic beachhead and a launching point of
descendants of Abraham who will rescue people out of the dominions of darkness they
control.
We are not told how much about the covenant Abraham shared with Isaac, but we can
assume it was everything as Isaac’s birth alone was a miraculous event. Isaac
demonstrated a significant belief in God or extreme devotion to his father or both when
he was allowed himself to be tied up and put on the sacrificial pile of wood. After
Abraham dies, and Isaac has Esau and Jacob, and is getting along in years, God
confirms the covenant with Isaac.
Genesis 26:1-1-5, Now there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that
was in the days of Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines.
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2 And the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land
of which I shall tell you. 3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for
to you and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I
swore to Abraham your father. 4 I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and
will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed, 5 because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”
Like Isaac with Abraham, we do not know how much of the covenant Isaac shared with
his sons Esau and Jacob. But we do know there was something about the covenant Isaac
included in his blessing meant for Easu but stolen by Jacob in Genesis 27:27-29.
God confirms covenant with Jacob as he’s running away from his brother Esau after
stealing the blessing. He’s on his way to stay with his mom’s brother, Laban, in Haran.
Genesis 28:10-17 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a
certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And
he dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending
on it! 13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you
and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you
and your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I will not leave
you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep
and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 17 And he was afraid
and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.”
God changes Jacobs name on his return trip home after a long stay with Laban where
he worked for fourteen years to gain two wives (Leah and Rachel) and another seven
years to gaining extreme wealth. Hearing his brother Esau was coming to meet him with
four hundred soldiers, Jacob sent gifts to appease his brother and sent his family to the
other side of Jabbok stream for the night. And while alone that night, a man showed up
and wrestled with Jacob…
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Genesis 32:25-29 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched
his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he
said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you
bless me.” 27 And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then
he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with
God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So
Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face,
and yet my life has been delivered.”

Finally, God reconfirms the covenant once again with Jacob.
Genesis 35:1-15 God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an
altar there to the God who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” 2
So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods
that are among you and purify yourselves and change your garments. 3 Then let us arise
and go up to Bethel, so that I may make there an altar to the God who answers me in
the day of my distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they gave to
Jacob all the foreign gods that they had, and the rings that were in their ears. Jacob hid
them under the terebinth tree that was near Shechem.
5 And as they journeyed, a terror from God fell upon the cities that were around them,
so that they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. 6 And Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel),
which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him, 7 and there he
built an altar and called the place El-bethel, because there God had revealed himself
to him when he fled from his brother. 8 And Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died, and she
was buried under an oak below Bethel. So he called its name Allon-bacuth.
9 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and blessed him.
10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be called
Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel. 11 And God said to
him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations
shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land that I gave
to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring after
you.” 13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him. 14 And
Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken with him, a pillar of stone. He
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poured out a drink offering on it and poured oil on it. 15 So Jacob called the name of the
place where God had spoken with him Bethel.
Notice the command given to Jacob and his descendants – be fruitful and multiply. We’ll
continue in our next episode how this played out.
That was a quick coverage of the Covenant family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The
covenantal promises God made to Abraham and confirmed with Isaac and Jacob are
unconditional on God’s part. God will fulfill what he has promised. There is coming a day
when God will regather all of Israel and return them to their promised inheritance in the
land.
I encourage you to read the full text of Genesis 12 to 35 yourself as there are lot of details
of great interest still to be discovered. And if given time by the Lord, we’ll cover those
details in later episodes.
Speaking of episodes, be sure to catch our next episode as we journey into Egypt with
Joseph and prepare a place where God will incubate Jacobs seventy families into a
nation of millions.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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