SHOWNOTES

Podcast Episode: 1st of 8 in Mini-Series 7
Episode #049
Where Is Wisdom Found | Job

Mini-Series 7
Fear of the LORD
Job thru Song of Songs

Welcome to Episode #049 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our first of eight episodes in
the Wisdom literature of the Bible in our mini-series entitled, Fear of the LORD | Job thru
Song of Songs. On this episode, Where Is Wisdom Found? | Job, we’ll be exploring the
book of Job and discovering where Wisdom originates and what wisdom profits a man.
It is in the Wisdom of God this book follows the mini-series just completed; where Israel
who were in covenant with God forsook his commandments, laws, and statutes to follow,
worship and serve the gods of the nations. The law, while righteous, had no power to
foster obedience but rather revealed sin which drove Israel into the darkness of the world
to seek refuge and to enjoy the temporary pleasures of this world. Oh if they had only
followed the revealed wisdom in Job. Oh that we may discover today and follow the
Wisdom in Job.
This episode begins our seventh mini-series since the podcast was launched on July 1,
2021. A complete listing of these mini-series are found at the bottom of the podcasts
homepage; WayoftheBible.com. For those who may be joining us on the path with this
episode let me encourage you to continue listening today and moving forward in
sequence. And catch up on past episodes beginning with Episode #001.
The overarching vision for the first year of mini-series is to provide an overview of God’s
progressive revelation of himself to mankind starting at Genesis through the book of
Revelation. The podcast format is topical mini-series of eight episodes each. The first six
episodes of a mini-series are teaching focused. The seventh is for a topical guest speaker
or a summary of content. The final episode is for my reflection of how to apply what we
learned in a believer’s life today.
In this seventh mini-series we’re going to look at what is commonly called the Wisdom
literature found in the books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs.
The writing of the last four of these books has been attributed to have occurred during
the reigns of kings David and Solomon. David being the primary contributor to Psalms
and Solomon writing the last three. The book of Job is a different story.
No one knows for sure who wrote the book of Job or when exactly it was written. Given
there is no mention of the Mosaic law or the Exodus many believe it was written sometime
in the patriarchal period of Abraham, Issac, and Jacob. One of the individuals
mentioned as a friend of Job was Eliphaz the Temanite who some believe may have
been a descendant of Esau, Jacobs fraternal twin brother. Others have speculated that
Job may have been responsible for the building of the great pyramid in Giza, Egypt. While
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the scholars and others continue to debate, one thing is for sure, the book of Job is a very
significant document. My personal opinion is Job is pre-flood; I’ll give my reason later.
Let me give you a few quotes of highly venerated theologians and writers of the past
and their thoughts about the book of Job.
Martin Luther (17th Century seminal figure in the Protestant Reformation) asserted that the
book of Job was “more magnificent and sublime than any other book of Scripture.”
William G. Moorehead (19th Century preacher and Bible scholar) noted, “The book of Job
is one of the noblest poems in existence .
Alfred Lord Tennyson (19th Century English poet) called the book of Job "the greatest
poem of ancient or modern times."
If three quotes get us to look up and perhaps consider reading Job, the following
extended quote by Thomas Carlyle (19th Century Scottish essayist, historian and
philosopher) will get us to open the Bible and start reading Job.
I call that [the Book of Job], apart from all theories about it, one of the
grandest things ever written with pen. One feels, indeed, as if it were not
Hebrew; such a noble universality, different from noble patriotism, or
sectarianism, reigns in it. A noble book! all men’s book! It is our first, oldest
statement of the neverending problem, man’s destiny, and God’s ways
with him here in this earth. And all in such free flowing outlines; grand in its
sincerity, in its simplicity, in its epic melody and repose of reconcilement.
There is the seeing eye, the mildly understanding heart. So true every way;
true eyesight and vision for all things; material things no less than spiritual:
the horse,—“Hast thou clothed his neck with thunder?” “he laughs at the
shaking of the spear!” Such living likenesses were never since drawn.
Sublime sorrow, sublime reconciliation; oldest choral melody as of the heart
of mankind; so soft and great; as the summer midnight, as the world with its
seas and stars! there is nothing written, I think, in the Bible or out of it, of
equal literary merit.
I hope from these quotes you’ve come to see the book of Job is much bigger and
grander than answering why “bad things” happen to “good” people. As you read the
book yourself you come to understand “bad things” happen to everyone and the idea
of anyone being “good” apart from God is a misnomer. Given I’ve got a little over thirty-
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five minutes to cover this book we’re just going to scratch the surface as we pick up
intersections with the storyline we’re chasing through the Bible.
The book opens with a statement about Job who lived in the land of Uz, Job 1:1 - [Job]
was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. First
question that comes to my mind is how did Job know God and that he was to be feared
and to turn away from evil? We are not given that answer in the text, but it does show us
not to put our own box around who we say God can reveal himself and elicit a response.
One thing is certain in the text, Job knew of God but didn’t know God. This is HUGE and
central to saving faith in Jesus as we’ll see in future mini-series.
Job had seven sons and three daughters and was the greatest of all the people of the
east. His sons liked to have parties and after each Job would offer a sacrifice offering for
each of them in case, they sinned by cursing God in their hearts. This was an ongoing
practice for Job.
Next get a behind the curtain peak of what’s going on in heaven while we’re walking
around in the darkness of earth. Job 1:6-8 - Now there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 The
LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said,
“From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” There’s a lot
here to unpack.
The sons of God are created heavenly beings who rule and reign with God the heavens.
Mankind, created in the image and likeness of God, were given similar responsibilities on
earth. We saw heavenly sons of God in Genesis 6 having relations and producing
offspring with the women of mankind. In rebellion these left their heavenly bodies in
exchange for human bodies and earned a reservation to spend eternity in the lake of
fire. In Psalm 82, sons of God of the heavenly council God assigned over the seventy
nations he disinherited after the tower of Babel incident of Genesis 11 are reprimanded
by judged by God.
Apparently, there was a day when the sons of God presented themselves to God, and
when they did Satan came with them. The way it is worded, Satan was not one of these
sons of God, but another type of heavenly being? You’ll see in some of my foundational
episodes, I’m of the opinion that this Satan is a heavenly Cherub also referred to as
Lucifer, the serpent, the devil, and many other names. The image you get from the text
is that Satan can pop in and out of distant places instantly. And that if he wants, he can
manifest in physical form and walk around. This is not uncommon for angels and we saw
3

SHOWNOTES

Podcast Episode: 1st of 8 in Mini-Series 7
Episode #049
Where Is Wisdom Found | Job

Mini-Series 7
Fear of the LORD
Job thru Song of Songs

the sons of God do it in Genesis 6, so it is not unreasonable to assume Satan can do the
same, physically manifest and walk around.
After the LORD asked Satan where he’d come from, he asked him a more specific
question, Genesis 1:8 - “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him
on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?”
Satan responds to God that Job only does this because God is actively protecting and
blessing Job, and that if God were to mess with Job’s stuff, Job would curse God to his
face. God tells Satan to test him by touching all he has, but Job himself Satan could not
touch. HUGE NOTE: God brought Job to Satan’s attention, not the other way around.
Right off the bat we need to see God has something he wants Job to learn; and he’s
using Satan to be the instrument through which the lesson will be learned.
Shortly thereafter all of Jobs children die, all his servants are killed, and all his livestock are
stolen. Job responded in Job 1:21-22 – “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and
naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD.” 22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.
Same type of presentation day as before with Satan tagging along and similarly
answering God’s question where he’d just come from. God then notes, Job 2:3 – “Have
you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and
upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity,
although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” Satan responds,
Job 2:4 – “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out your
hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face. The LORD gave
Job into Satan’s hands, he just couldn’t kill him.
Now we get the idea this lesson from God is for Job’s personal transformation and
renewal. It’s not about the “stuff” Job possesses or owns, rather about it’s about the “stuff”
that is inside Job that God would like to clean out. You’ll see this clearly near the end of
Job.
God is not evil and He did not create evil, which is the absence of the good. But God did
create freewill heavenly and earthly beings that could choose to reject the good and in
the absence of the good become evil. God can use what has become evil to
accomplish his purpose of populating the eternal state with humans who will dwell with
God into eternity.
Satan struck Job with horrible festering and itching sores covering him from head to toe.
He was in such bad shape his wife said, Job 2:9 – “Do you still hold fast your integrity?
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Curse God and die.” Job replied, Job 2:10 – You speak as one of the foolish women would
speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil? Through all this
Job did not sin with his lips.
Three of Job’s friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Shuhite) heard of his condition and came to
visit with the intent of providing sympathy and comfort. But when they got there, Job was
in such bad shape they wept, tore their clothes, and threw dust toward heaven on their
heads and sat with him on the ground for seven days not saying a word.
The text to this point in Job has been prose narrative. The rest of the book of Job, until the
closing paragraphs, is poetic narrative. In the narrative, Job will have a lengthy discourse
concerning his condition followed by one of his friends responding to Job’s discourse. This
back and forth begins in Chapter 3 and continues to Chapter 32. Initially Job complains
that he’d ever been born just to be subjected to this suffering later in his life. Eliphaz
responds first and disparages Job by noting that only the wicked suffer as Job, intimating
Job had some skeletons in his closet. Job defends himself and is then again says he has
a right to complain as God is willfully punishing an innocent man. With each iteration
Job’s friends pull out more daggers and Job defends his own righteousness and
innocence and demands a council with God. Job wants to question God why God
thought it right to unjustly punish his blameless life.
These chapters are absolutely rich and deep in theological and philosophical thought
concerning the condition of mankind, good and evil, our existential experiences, and
how we think God works. If a fourth person, Elihu, hadn’t shown up in Chapter 32, Job
and his friends may have become vexed to find an exit back into the light. And we’ll get
to Elihu shortly. But first we’ll look at some of the insightful comments concerning the
storyline we’re following made by Job.
Job had been speaking of wanting to appear before God to present his case but he
knows that is a hopeless cause as God is so much greater than mankind. We’ll pick this
up in Job 9:32-33 – For he is not a man, as I am, that I might answer him, that we should
come to trial together. 33 There is no arbiter between us, who might lay his hand on us
both. Job was speaking of the need of mankind to have a mediator with God. Paul says
in 1 Timothy 2:5 – For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus, The issue Job was identify was a problem, but no longer.
Job’s intensity and insistence on his innocence is seen by a connection between two of
his laments. Job 12:10 and 13:15 – In his hand is the life of every living thing and the breath
of all mankind… Though he slay me, I will hope in him; yet I will argue my ways to his face.
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Do you get a sense Job is perhaps stepping over the line regarding an arrogance toward
God? And with each iteration, Jobs friends do not relent in their declaration that Job
must be wicked. In this midst of these back and forths, Job makes a statement regarding
the future when they will all go the way of all living; to die. Job 19:25-27 – For I know that
my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has
been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 27 whom I shall see for myself, and
my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! Job just described
standing with God after the resurrection and return of the Old Testament saints to earth.
As the poetic narrative continues, Job continues to extol his integrity and righteousness
to his friends who had been accusing him of doing evil and earning what he was
suffering. Bildad responded by saying man cannot be righteous before God. Job then
makes the key statement pointing to the heart of the internal issue God was trying to get
Job to see. Job 27:2-6 – “As God lives, who has taken away my right, and the Almighty,
who has made my soul bitter, 3 as long as my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in
my nostrils, 4 my lips will not speak falsehood, and my tongue will not utter deceit. 5 Far
be it from me to say that you are right; till I die I will not put away my integrity from me. 6
I hold fast my righteousness and will not let it go; my heart does not reproach me for any
of my days.
Job then explores the question, Where does wisdom come from? Job 28:12-13 – “But
where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? 13 Man does
not know its worth, and it is not found in the land of the living. After fleshing this out a bit,
Job gives the bottom line on wisdom. Job 28:23-28 – “God understands the way to it, and
he knows its place. 24 For he looks to the ends of the earth and sees everything under
the heavens. 25 When he gave to the wind its weight and apportioned the waters by
measure, 26 when he made a decree for the rain and a way for the lightning of the
thunder, 27 then he saw it and declared it; he established it, and searched it out. 28 And
he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil
is understanding.’”
In one final gasp of pomp and circumstance, Job nails his last argument into his own
coffin. Job 31:35-37 – Oh, that I had one to hear me! (Here is my signature! Let the
Almighty answer me!) Oh, that I had the indictment written by my adversary! 36 Surely I
would carry it on my shoulder; I would bind it on me as a crown; 37 I would give him an
account of all my steps; like a prince I would approach him.
We find in the book of Isaiah the heart of the problem Job is facing here which will soon
be corrected by Elihu. Isaiah 64:6 – We have all become like one who is unclean,
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and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
Mankind’s righteousness and his pride in that righteousness is worth less than zero to God.
It is the same attitude of pride in the heart that caused Lucifer to corrupt his wisdom, sin,
envision himself displacing God off the throne in heaven and ruling in God’s place. God
then confronted Lucifer in his error, rejected him, and banished him and his dominion to
the earth. And into the Garden of Eden walked the serpent [Lucifer] to deceive Eve, kill
man, and rule over mankind by Lucifer’s power over death. That’s the world we are still
living in by the way! Although Jesus has already defeated the serpent, taken the power
of death from him having raised from the dead, and offers eternal life to all who will
believe God and his Gospel concerning his son, Jesus Christ.
Beginning in Chapter 32 and continuing to Chapter 37 a new character who had been
there since the beginning but not introduced till now, Elihu, who addresses Job
uninterrupted. Chapter 32 begins, Job 32:1 – So these three men [Job’s friends] ceased
to answer Job, because he was righteous in his own eyes. Elihu was burning with anger
at Job because he justified himself rather than God. That same anger burned toward
Job’s three friends who found no answer for Job but rather declared Job to be in the
wrong. Elihu is much younger than Job’s friends and waited for the elders to finish their
discourse before he spoke.
Elihu kicks off with an important lesson about wisdom. Job 32:8-9 – But it is the spirit in
man, the breath of the Almighty, that makes him understand. 9 It is not the old who are
wise, nor the aged who understand what is right. Understanding wisdom is a “spiritual
thing,” not simply based on age and experience.
Elihu notes that Job had not directed his words to him so he wasn’t going to answer in
the manner of their speeches. Rather he was going to utter words the spirit had pent up
within him, showing no partiality to any man and without flattery. I’m going to quote an
extended passage from Chapter 33, and others, that brings the heart problem of a selfrighteousness attitude and behavior to light.
Job 33:8-30 – “Surely you have spoken in my ears, and I have heard the sound of your
words. 9 You say, ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, and there is no iniquity in
me. 10 Behold, he finds occasions against me, he counts me as his enemy, 11 he puts
my feet in the stocks and watches all my paths.’ 12 “Behold, in this you are not right. I
will answer you, for God is greater than man. 13 Why do you contend against him,
saying, ‘He will answer none of man’s words’? 14 For God speaks in one way, and in
two, though man does not perceive it. 15 In a dream, in a vision of the night, when
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deep sleep falls on men, while they slumber on their beds, 16 then he opens the ears of
men and terrifies them with warnings, 17 that he may turn man aside from his deed and
conceal pride from a man; 18 he keeps back his soul from the pit, his life from perishing
by the sword. 19 “Man is also rebuked with pain on his bed and with continual strife in
his bones, 20 so that his life loathes bread, and his appetite the choicest food. 21 His
flesh is so wasted away that it cannot be seen, and his bones that were not seen stick
out. 22 His soul draws near the pit, and his life to those who bring death. 23 If there be
for him an angel, a mediator, one of the thousand, to declare to man what is right for
him, 24 and he is merciful to him, and says, ‘Deliver him from going down into the pit; I
have found a ransom; 25 let his flesh become fresh with youth; let him return to the days
of his youthful vigor’; 26 then man prays to God, and he accepts him; he sees his face
with a shout of joy, and he restores to man his righteousness. 27 He sings before men
and says: ‘I sinned and perverted what was right, and it was not repaid to me. 28 He
has redeemed my soul from going down into the pit, and my life shall look upon the
light.’ 29 “Behold, God does all these things, twice, three times, with a man, 30 to bring
back his soul from the pit, that he may be lighted with the light of life.
Do you see Job’s current condition in this narrative by Elihu? You will soon see that Elihu
is that mediator that will declare to Job what is right for him and a ransom to be found.
And that Job will pray to God, God will accept him, Job will see God’s face and
rejoice, and God will restore to Job true righteousness when Job believes God. But
that’s all to come.
Elihu then goes on to assert God’s justice that is not perverse or unwarranted; Job 34:1012 – “Therefore, hear me, you men of understanding: far be it from God that he should
do wickedness, and from the Almighty that he should do wrong. 11 For according to
the work of a man he will repay him, and according to his ways he will make it befall
him. 12 Of a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty will not pervert justice.
Elihu then goes on to articulate examples of God’s righteous judgments, and provides
the KEY for how man should respond in faith to receive righteousness.
Job 34:31-33 – “For has anyone said to God, ‘I have borne punishment; I will not offend
any more; 32 teach me what I do not see; if I have done iniquity, I will do it no more’?
33 Will he then make repayment to suit you, because you reject it [refuse to repent]?
For you must choose, and not I; therefore declare what you know. Here’s the situation
for all of us. We sin before God with or without knowledge of sin. God confronts us
about our sin and we say, show me where I was wrong and I won’t do that anymore;
without rejecting what we had already done [repenting]. Repentance is key to
8

SHOWNOTES

Podcast Episode: 1st of 8 in Mini-Series 7
Episode #049
Where Is Wisdom Found | Job

Mini-Series 7
Fear of the LORD
Job thru Song of Songs

understanding coming face to face with God, as Job soon will experience. Four new
testament versus to help us as believers tie down the importance of repentance (i.e.
recognizing our sin for sin, being grieved by our sin, and rejecting that sin moving
forward).
Matthew 3:1-2; 4:17; 11:20; 21:32 – In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in
the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.”… From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
has come near.”… Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his
miracles had been performed, because they did not repent… For John came to you
[chief priests and elders] to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did
not repent and believe him.
Elihu then goes on to condemn Job’s arrogance towards God, who is far above mankind,
in regards to Job’s position that there was no advantage with God to living righteously or
in sin. Job 35:6-8 – If you have sinned, what do you accomplish against him? And if your
transgressions are multiplied, what do you do to him? 7 If you are righteous, what do you
give to him? Or what does he receive from your hand? 8 Your wickedness concerns a
man like yourself, and your righteousness a son of man. Elihu goes on to say that those
suffering oppression cry out, but none ask, “Where is God my maker.” Job 35:12-14 – There
they cry out, but he does not answer, because of the pride of evil men. 13 Surely God
does not hear an empty cry, nor does the Almighty regard it. 14 How much less when you
say that you do not see him, that the case is before him, and you are waiting for him!
Elihu is letting Job know what he’s heard him say! And Job is listening without interrupting.
Job 36:5-12 – “Behold, God is mighty, and does not despise any; he is mighty in strength
of understanding. 6 He does not keep the wicked alive, but gives the afflicted their right.
7 He does not withdraw his eyes from the righteous, but with kings on the throne he sets
them forever, and they are exalted. 8 And if they are bound in chains and caught in the
cords of affliction, 9 then he declares to them their work and their transgressions, that
they are behaving arrogantly. 10 He opens their ears to instruction and commands that
they return [repent] from iniquity. 11 If they listen and serve him, they complete their days
in prosperity, and their years in pleasantness. 12 But if they do not listen, they perish by the
sword and die without knowledge.
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Elihu then delivers a long oration of God’s greatness and majesty seen in the created
order on earth and in the heavens. He concludes his comments by saying, Job 37:23-24
– The Almighty—we cannot find him; he is great in power; justice and abundant
righteousness he will not violate. 24 Therefore men fear him; he does not regard any who
are wise in their own conceit.”
As Job sat silently pondering what Elihu had said, and how what he has said applies to
his attitude of his heart and his discussions with his friends, the one he’s been requesting
an audience with shows up; the LORD. Job 38:1-3 – Then the LORD answered Job out of
the whirlwind and said: 2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. The LORD
begins at the beginning and asks Job what he knows and understands about the
creation of the earth. Job 38:6-7 - On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone,
7 when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? This
utterance by God is confirmation heavenly beings [e.g. morning stars and sons of God]
were created before the earth was created. The LORD goes on to ask Job question after
question about the created order on earth and in the heavens to test his knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding.
The LORD asks Job a rhetorical question that points to what Job’s lacking, Job 38:36 –
Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, or given understanding to the mind? The LORD
is relentless in his questioning of Job about the natural order on earth. Then the LORD
provides Job an opportunity to respond and he does. Job 40:1-5 – And the LORD said to
Job: 2 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him
answer it.” 3 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 4 “Behold, I am of small account;
what shall I answer you? I lay my hand on my mouth. 5 I have spoken once, and I will not
answer; twice, but I will proceed no further.” While humbled in his response to the LORD,
Job hadn’t yet learned what the LORD was teaching him, so the LORD challenged Job
with more questions.
In these additional questions the LORD reveals mankind dwelt with the dinosaurs. He
clearly describes to Job a brontosaurus and assumes Job knows what the LORD is
referring to [see Job 40:15-24]. And if that blows you away, the LORD describes a fire
breathing dragon, known as Leviathan, to Job and also assumes Job knows of what the
LORD is referring [see Chapter Job 41]. The LORD ends his comments about Leviathan
with, Job 41:33-34 - On earth there is not his like, a creature without fear. 34 He sees
everything that is high; he is king over all the sons of pride.” Many scholars believe this
description of Leviathan is actually a reference to the serpent in the garden. “King over
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all the sons of pride.” It was at this point the spirit of Job was enlightened with the blazing
radiance of truth, and he realized his sin had been found out. Job spoke without the
LORD’s prompting. In his response, Job reminds the LORD of the questions he asked, and
Job now gives his response to those questions.
Job 42:1-6 – Then Job answered the LORD and said: 2 “I know that you can do all things,
and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without
knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful
for me, which I did not know. 4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make
it known to me.’ 5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees
you; 6 therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”
I don’t know what it was about dinosaurs or dragons that turned the light on for Job, but
I think against Leviathan he recognized his bondage under Leviathan as one of the sons
of pride. This is something Solomon made note of in Proverbs 16:18 - Pride goes before
destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.
The LORD rebukes Jobs three friends for not speaking right of the LORD as his servant Job
had, and tells them to present sacrifices and offerings. And that Job would pray for them
so that the LORD would not deal with them according to their foll
And in what follows we see as Elihu noted in Job 33:23-26, the restoration of man to God
by a mediator with his righteousness and all else returned. Much like a long movie that
ends with a banner noting something like 20 years later, we see Job having seven more
sons and three more daughters and double the wealth and flocks he had before all this
started. Notice while Jobs wealth and flocks were double what they were before, the
number of children were the same (seven sons and three daughters). I think this reflects
the fact that unlike stuff and livestock, people are forever. Job still had his original children
already on the otherside. Job lived for another 140 years seeing before dying an old man
and full of days.
Wow, so that was the book of Job. What are our takeaways?
First, on most occasions when hearing of Job or discussing Job the conversation always
centers around why “bad” things happen to “good” people. And that God was mean
and terrible for subjecting Job to such misery. Rarely if ever, does the discussion get to
the heart of the matter.
Second, God used Satan to test Job by touching his finances, children, servants,
possessions, and finally his health. The point of the test was to reveal to Job what was
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stored up in his heart. Under this testing we see the overflow of what’s in Job’s heart by
his arguments. Defending his own righteousness against those who accused him of
wrongdoing and arrogance toward God for unjustly allowing him to suffer Job vented his
pride boastfully to his audience.
Third, While the backstory of how Job and his friends came to know of God it is obvious,
they knew a lot about God and what he demanded in terms of doing good and hating
evil. It is also made very clear at the end of Job that knowing of God is not the same at
all as to knowing God.
Fourth, The lesson Job learned was to repent of his pride and receive from God
reconciliation and restoration. It was a long hard lesson Job endured, but after the
discussions with his friends came to an end; Job was not closer, but father to discovering
what God was teaching him.
Fifth, Elihu spoke truth to Job without faltering or wavering from intimidation. Elihu knew
the way to wisdom and he rode it hard. Driving home the righteousness and justice of
God is perfect; God shows no favoritism but gives to each what each deserves, human
righteousness and sin do not affect God but only effects other humans, repentance is
what God wants as it admits awareness of sin and the willful repulsion of sins committed,
pride gets in the way of seeing ones sin as bad in light of self-aggrandizement of one’s
own righteousness.
Sixth, When the LORD shows us all pretense, pride, self-righteousness dissolve as all that
can be spoken is not as one’s hand covers their own mouth. And once an internal
recognition of pride is illuminated while facing the LORD, sincere repentance, admission
of fault, ripping off cloths, and covering oneself with sackcloth and ashes are all natural
responses.
Seventh, The book of Job is not about the suffering on an innocent man, but rather the
restoration of a prideful man to the LORD through repentance.
Eighth, The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.'”
(Job 28:8). And it is God Who puts wisdom in the inward parts or gives understanding to
the mind? (Job:38:36).
I encourage you to read Job as obviously I skipped over a lot in its 42 chapters. And as
you do, now knowing the end from the beginning, see if you can recognize the
difference in approach of Job and his three friends to Elihu and the LORD. I think you find
knowing this difference will be helpful in future discussions you may have.
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And finally, be aware. God loves you so much he will do whatever it takes to get you to
reflect in the world an accurate picture of He whose image we bear and into His eternal
kingdom without fault or blemish. Repentance is the beginning of a life filled with joy,
prayer, and thanksgiving.
On our next episode will be presenting the first of two episodes on the book of Psalms. I
can’t wait to study out the text, write the SHOWNOTES, record, edit, and release on-line.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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