SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #040
A Walk on the Beach with DrZ

Welcome to Episode #040 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our last of eight episodes in
our mini-series entitled, Rise of a Nation. On this episode, we’re going to zoom back from
trees and consider the forest God has created. In our first seven episodes we were at
ground level amongst the trees, following mankind’s path since being put out of the
Garden of Eden. We explored the woodlands in Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy. At the end of the Pentateuch, we found God had raised a nation of
people from one man, Abraham, and had them poised to go into the promised land he
had promised to Abraham and his descendants.
Marker trees we observed along the way included people, places, and things. People
like Adam and Eve; Cain and Abel; Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Moses and
Aaron; Pharoah; and Joshua. Places included east of Eden, Babel, Canaan, Egypt,
Mount Sanai, Horeb, and the wilderness. And things we saw included sacrifices, sons of
God hanky panky with the women of mankind, wickedness of mankind, a global flood
and ark, a Tower in Babel, disinherited nations, covenant, enslavement, signs, wonders,
and miracles of God, and the worship of gods and their idols.
With all that now refreshed in our minds, let’s stop at the coffee pot to fill and or top off
our cups and head out to the back porch and onto the beach. Given the nights have
been rather chilly for the past couple of months here on the Emerald Coast of Florida
along 30A, I thought a mid-morning walk in the warm sun and cool sand would be most
pleasing. If you need to apply some sunscreen in addition to having a hat and sunglasses,
not a problem, we’ll wait for you at the bottom of the porch steps.
Looks like we’ve got everyone here so let’s get started. We’ll head East along the beach
surf line to get warmed up. Check out that view over the mid-morning water; it is crystal
clear, flat, and the emerald to blue coloring is spectacular. Woa… that water is still a bit
chilly, I think I’ll keep on the packed sand.
So where do we start the talk of our walk but at the beginning. In the beginning God…
(Gen. 1:1a). As we consider this, I want us to for a moment forget we know anything
beyond our present lives. Imagine, here we are walking down the beach talking,
laughing, squishing our toes in the wet sand. All the while taking in our surroundings, the
lapping surf, intermittent broken sea shells along the way, bait fish flittering by about in
the water. Then in the midst of us someone asks a question, “Where did all this beauty
come from?”
One person espouses a response, then another politely disagrees and offers a counter
response. It soon becomes apparent while there are a lot of opinions, no one really knows
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for sure. Then the quiet one in the group, who has said nothing since showing up this
morning at the beach house, remarks, “I’ve heard a lot of opinions about where all this
beauty came from, but what I’d like to know is what is beauty? And how do you
distinguish something that is beautiful from that which is not?” And no one responds…
If you look at the history of mankind, we’ve been searching for these answers since our
earliest writings. Cultures around the world for millennia answered these questions using
legend, lore, and myths of the gods. The Greeks were the first to use reason and explore
the legends, lore, and myths; trying to provide wise answers based upon knowledge and
understanding. And voila, the philosophies of mankind were founded. Several millennia
later, we still find philosophy has not provided a satisfactory explanation for the unity of
everything we observe.
In the 1600’s, men of science decided they’d tackle these answers using empirical data
generated from results of repeated tests and observations of hypotheses put forward.
And in 2022, science knows a lot about what we know. But much of what science knows
is withheld from the masses as it goes against their materialistic paradigm and their neoDarwinian theory of evolution. Science is pointing beyond the physical for an explanation
of the unity of all things.
The failures of philosophical rationalism and scientific empiricism is to be expected and
in perfect agreement of what is found in Hebrews 11:1, 3, and 6 - “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen…, 3 By faith we
understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was
not made out of things that are visible… 6 And without faith it is impossible to please him,
for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him.
What God is providing for us in the Pentateuch is not a myth or fable He concocted in
order for us to believe a certain way, but a recording of Moses of everything God wanted
mankind to know about Himself at the time it was written. As God continued to add
additional books to the Bible through other writers and prophets, the story comes full
circle at the end. We’ll get there at the end of our walk this morning.
Remember “…faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen” (Heb. 11:1). We believers are assured of our salvation by the Holy Spirit, and our
hope is in an eternal home which is now in heaven but will be back on earth.
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At some point in the past, what we would call history, “…God created the heavens and
the earth (Gen. 1:1b). “But how did he do that?”, we ask, and God answers, Hebrews
11:3 - By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that
what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. Meaning, mankind will never
prove how it was done; God has purposefully made the origin of creation
undiscoverable, thus not providing curious mankind the answer.
Mankind has two options, continue to search the cosmos for answers or Simply Believe
God and seek after him (i.e. Follow Jesus). The former option is displeasing to God and
the latter option has a reward. Hebrews 11:6 - And without faith it is impossible to please
him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him.
Now I want you to consider your present life and not forget what you know; or should I
say, who you know and follow. Knowing God, and in your seeking of Him; What does God
want you to know about the beginning found in the Pentateuch?
The full answer would be much longer than one walk on the beach as libraries filled with
books answering this question can attest. And what God wants each of his individual
children to know may be different based upon the measure of faith He’s dispensed. So
in keeping between these two bumper guards, l’ll give you my abbreviated thoughts.
The first three chapters of Genesis reveal three unified but distinct realms. The heavens
(supernatural realm), the earth (physical realm), and the Garden of Eden (place of
intersection of heavens and earth).
We find out later in the Bible, God created heavenly beings called sons of God to rule
and reign in the heavens with him as well as other heavenly beings referred to as angels,
seraphim, cherubim, heavenly hosts, and stars. These are all created spiritual beings with
the free will to either obey or disobey (sin) with regard to God’s commands.
God created mankind on the earth (male and female) to multiply, rule and reign the
earth with Him. Just as the heavenly beings rule and reign with him in the heavens. There
was one heavenly being, identified as the serpent, who did not agree with God’s plan to
have mankind rule planet earth.
The serpent came into the interdimensional garden and deceived Eve to eat the
forbidden fruit who gave it to her husband, and he ate it. Sin entered the world, and
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death thru sin, and corruption and decay of the cosmos. This was not done with God
unaware (He’s omniscient) and perhaps it was openly done before numerous heavenly
hosts who were in the garden at the time.
God gave the endgame plan to the serpent in Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity between
you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God is foreshadowing the end of the rebellious
serpent and by association all rebellious heavenly beings in the heavens. Judgment for
rebellion and disobedience in the heavenly’s is coming - death. The most surprising thing
at this point in the story is that this judgment and death sentence is coming through a
“HUMAN BEING.”
Back on earth, outside the garden, God shared with Cain a similar endgame statement
for mankind he’d shared with the serpent. Genesis 4:7 - If you do well (obey), will you not
be accepted? And if you do not do well (disobey), sin is crouching at the door. Its desire
is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” The penalty of disobedience (sin) is death;
and death will be your end if you do not rule over sin.
At this point of the story, while there may be speculation among the heavenly beings
and mankind of what death could be, neither had experience of what that meant.
Cain kills his brother Abel. Cain likely saw spilled blood seeping into the ground around a
lifeless body. While the heavenly beings saw the spirit of Abel entering the temporary
abode of human spirits on the cool side of sheol. Both knew that what Abel once
possessed, animated life on earth, was now a thing of the past. The heavenly beings were
about to have their own wake-up call as well.
Whether it was at the urging of the serpent, or on their own volition, a number of the sons
of God decided to leave their heavenly habitation (heavenly body) in exchange for an
earthly habitation (physical body) to have sexual relations with the women of mankind.
And they produced hybrid offspring called Nephilim. God was not happy about this.
Jude references this incident in Jude 6-7 - And the angels who did not stay within their
own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains
under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom and
Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and
pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal
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fire. Peter also mentions this account in 2 Peter 2:4 - “For if God did not spare angels when
they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness
to be kept until the judgment.”
So for death both on earth and in the heaves, Cain sees the physical temporal meaning
of death and the heavenly beings see the spiritual and eternal meaning of death. When
mankind gathers at Babel in Genesis 11, and tries to build a tower into the heavens to
make a name for themselves, God implements his plan to demonstrate to the world the
difference between doing what is right being accepted and not doing what is right and
experiencing the consequence of judgment and condemnation.
God disinherits the nations and assigns them under the authority of seventy sons of God
and choses Abraham for himself, through whom he will build a nation, and from the family
of Jacob, of the tribe of Judah, of the kingly line of David the offspring of the woman will
come who will crush the head of the serpent.
Deut. 32:7-9 - Remember the days of old; consider the years of many generations; ask
your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell you. 8 When the Most High
gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of
the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. 9 But the LORD’s portion is his
people, Jacob his allotted heritage.
Numbers 23:9 - For from the top of the crags I see him, from the hills I behold him; behold,
a people dwelling alone, and not counting itself among the nations!
Exodus 19:5-8 - Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and
you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. 7 So Moses came and called
the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had
commanded him. 8 All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has
spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.
Obey and Keep: Deut. 6:1-2, 25 “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the
rules—that the LORD your God commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in
the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 2 that you may fear the LORD your
God, you and your son and your son’s son, by keeping all his statutes and his
commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may
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be long… 25 And it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this
commandment before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us.’
What does God expect of this holy nation in the midst of the wickedness of the nations
disinherited by God to do? Remember God’s words to Cain? Deut. 6:18-19 And you shall
do what is right and good in the sight of the LORD, that it may go well with you, and that
you may go in and take possession of the good land that the LORD swore to give to your
fathers 19 by thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the LORD has promised.
Deut. 12:2 - You shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall
dispossess served their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every
green tree.
Deut. 18:9-14 - “When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you, you
shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of those nations. 10 There shall not be
found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, anyone who
practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer 11 or a charmer or
a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead, 12 for whoever does these
things is an abomination to the LORD. And because of these abominations the LORD your
God is driving them out before you. 13 You shall be blameless before the LORD your God,
14 for these nations, which you are about to dispossess, listen to fortune-tellers and to
diviners. But as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you to do this.
God hints to Moses his A plan in Deuteronomy 18:18-19 I will raise up for them a prophet
like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall
speak to them all that I command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to my words that
he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.
What Israel failed to do, Jesus, the embodiment of Israel, did for all mankind
Romans 1:1-4 - Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh
4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name
among all the nations,
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John 1:11-14 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but
of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
If born again and living by the Spirit and not the flesh, and following Jesus, how are
Gentiles supposed to live? Acts 15:19-21 - Therefore my [James] judgment is that we
should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 20 but should write to them to
abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has
been strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations Moses has had in every
city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”
But what about the commandments: John 13:34-35 34 A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.
35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Peter reiterates this in 1 Peter 1:13-23 - Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and
being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ. 14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions
of your former ignorance, 15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, 16 since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on him
as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves
with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed from the
futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He
was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last
times for the sake of you 21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from
the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Having purified
your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another
earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed
but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.
You may think these are just words, and have not real application to one’s life until you
see God’s judgment at the end of this story and the three realms (heaven, earth, and the
garden of Eden).
First - the rebellious in the heavens.
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Psalm 82:6-7 I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; 7 nevertheless, like
men you shall die, and fall like any prince.”
Isaiah 34:1-4 - Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention, O peoples! Let the earth
hear, and all that fills it; the world, and all that comes from it. 2 For the LORD is enraged
against all the nations, and furious against all their host; he has devoted them to
destruction, has given them over for slaughter. 3 Their slain shall be cast out, and the
stench of their corpses shall rise; the mountains shall flow with their blood. 4 All the host of
heaven shall rot away, and the skies roll up like a scroll. All their host shall fall, as leaves
fall from the vine, like leaves falling from the fig tree.
Revelation 20:10 - …and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of
fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented
day and night forever and ever.
Second – all the earthborn.
Believers in Jesus, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 - So we are always of good courage. We know
that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith,
not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the
body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our
aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or
evil.
The unregenerated - Revelation 20:11-15 - Then I saw a great white throne and him who
was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. 13
And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who
were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had
done. 14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death,
the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was
thrown into the lake of fire.
And after the judgments and sentences carried out we see the three realms again
Revelation 21:18 - Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself
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will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away.” 5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold,
I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy
and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.
7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my
son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with
fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”
So, how should we live today in view of what we know will be our future. Remember
God’s words to Cain. Genesis 4:7 - If you do well (obey), will you not be accepted? And
if you do not do well (disobey), sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you,
but you must rule over it.” And then apply Paul’s words in Romans 6:22-23 - But now that
you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads
to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
We are not like those Israelites who had not been given a heart to understand, ears to
hear, or eyes to see (Deut. 29:4). Our hearts have been circumcised by the Spirit to
understand, our ears hear, and our eyes see. An in fulfillment of our new command from
Jesus, Paul says in 1 Timothy 1:5, The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart
and a good conscience and a sincere faith.
Wow, we’re already back at the beach house. Let’s head in, clean up, and grab some
coffee to go. I’ve got us some tables reserved at Bud & Alley’s in Seaside for an early
lunch. And for those who stick around some shopping in SeaSide circle followed by a few
rounds of Pétanque before heading home.
I look forward to you joining me on our next episode as we begin a pretty rapid foray of
episodes through the rest of the Old Testament, starting with the conquest of the
promised land.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
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Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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