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Welcome to Episode #031 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is the seventh of eight
episodes in our mini-series entitled, Failure to Launch. On this episode we’re going to
begin with the table of nations which descended from Noah (Genesis 10).
Then in Genesis 11, we’ll look at the final foundational piece of mankind’s failure to
launch at the tower of Babel; and the identification of the man through whom God will
claim a unique people for Himself. Through this one man all peoples of the earth will be
blessed. The rest of the bible is about this Rising Up from the Ashes of Nations – Abraham,
the father of our faith.
If you have a bible that includes chapter and paragraph headings, you’ll likely see that
Genesis Chapter 10 is entitled, The Table of Nations. This is a very significant chapter and
contains the identification of seventy nations descended from the offspring of Noah’s
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
Following this episode, do an internet search for the Table of Nations – Genesis 10, and
you’ll find myriad of tables, graphs, charts which identify these nations and their locations
around the Mediterranean Sea. Many of these nations play significant roles in the biblical
text both historically and prophetically.
I encourage you to find a resource you like, print it out, and place it in your bible. Then,
whenever you’re reading the bible, either devotionally or for study, use it as a reference
when you encounter these names in the text. You’ll soon discover that while the gospel
has gone around the world, ground zero for global domination begins and ends in the
region of these seventy nations.
The descendants of Japheth (Gen. 10:1-5) were the northern most nations as they
occupied the northeastern Mediterranean coastline and inland. Their territory was within
modern day Turkey and extended east into present day Iran.
The descendants of Ham (Gen. 10:6-20) were the southernmost nations extending across
the southeastern Mediterranean coastline, and the southern eastern half of the
Mediterranean coastline. Their territory was within modern day Libya, Egypt, Sudan,
Ethiopia, Somalia, Yemen, and Israel.
The descendants of Shem (Gen. 10:21-32) were the central nations extending inland from
the eastern shore of the Mediterranean coastline. Their territory was within modern day
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, U.A.E., and Oman.
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When you read the bible and encounter a people group or place name of significance,
they’ll likely be on this list of seventy nations. For example, the descendants of Ham which
were constantly at odds with the people of Israel included Canaanites, Philistines, Hittites,
and Amorites.
Of significant note in these genealogies is a person named Nimrod. Genesis 10:8-12 - Cush
was the father of Nimrod, who became a mighty warrior on the earth. 9 He was a mighty
hunter before the LORD; that is why it is said, “Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before the
LORD.” 10 The first centers of his kingdom were Babylon, Uruk, Akkad and Kalneh, in
Shinar. 11 From that land he went to Assyria, where he built Nineveh, Rehoboth Ir, Calah
12 and Resen, which is between Nineveh and Calah—which is the great city.
Nimrod is known as the father of idolatry, founder of Babylon, and instigator of the effort
to construct the tower of Babel. And as the historical narrative of the bible begins to
unfold moving forward, you’ll see that the cities founded by Nimrod were the centers of
many pagan religions still practiced today and a source of great conflict with the nation
of Israel about to be formed in their midst.
While the seventy nations are identified in Genesis 10, before they were dispersed to their
final destinations, they instigated another rebellion against God described in Genesis
11:1-9 – The Tower of Babel. The fall-out of this rebellion is the backdrop for the rest of the
bible, and continue to define the times we live in today. If you haven’t figured it out yet,
the world is not a safe place for humanity.
Genesis 11:1-9
1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech.
• Noah and his kids families multiply initially near the site of the landing of the ark.
• The entire surface of the earth had been wiped out. They had food in the ark and
animals to eat while the earth reestablished itself.
• Overtime they began to explore.
2 As people moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.
• The grounding site of the ark was on the Mountains of Ararat likely in Iran
• The plain of Shinar is in Iraq
• The most significant city to rise out of the plain of Shinar is Bablyon
o Babylon plays a significant role in end times events coming soon…
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3 They said to each other, “Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They
used brick instead of stone, and tar for mortar.
• You’ll see later, God has a preference for uncut stones
4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to the
heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over
the face of the whole earth.”
• This is a very specific rebellion against God’s second blessing and command to
mankind to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. Gen 9:1 Then God blessed Noah
and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.
5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower the people were building. 6
The LORD said, “If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do
this, then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.
• Very interesting admission by God – then nothing they plan to do will be
impossible for them… We have yet to appreciate, and perhaps never will in this
life, what it truly means cosmically to be human, an imager of God.
• We’ll see this later in the New Testament as believers – one people – same spiritual
language – Matthew 17:20 - Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard
seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move.
Nothing will be impossible for you.”
7 Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not understand each
other.” 8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped
building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel —because there the LORD confused
the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of
the whole earth.
• This scattering reflects the nations and their locations mentioned in Genesis 10.
• We’ll explore on future episodes a possible connection between the confusion
of the languages in the tower of Babel incident preventing them understanding
each other AND the day of Pentecost event where the people from all the
nations heard the gospel in their own language (see Acts 2:1-13).
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This is an important Baseball analogy to grasp for understanding the bible. Mankind was
blessed, given dominion over the animals and care of creation, and a very simple
command by God to follow – multiply and fill the whole earth. How did mankind
respond?
Adam ate the fruit – Gen. 3
Strike 1 – ground cursed, expulsion from the Garden
Widespread wickedness and every thought of human heart only evil all the time - Gen. 6
Strike 2 – global flood judgment
Man tries to make a name for himself – Genesis 11
Strike 3 – Confusion of languages, dispersion, put under authority of another*
*We’ll explore this one more closely on our Walk on the Beach.
After the Tower of Babel crash, Chapter 11 finishes off by picking back up with the
genealogy from Shem to Abram (Gen 11:10-32). You’ll notice first how the narrative at
the beginning of this genealogy is very similar to the pattern found in the genealogy to
Noah found in Genesis 5. A narrative leading to a new beginning. In 11:27, the narrative
expands with Abram in view.
Genesis 11:27-32 This is the account of Terah’s family line. Terah became the father of
Abram, Nahor and Haran. And Haran became the father of Lot. 28 While his father Terah
was still alive, Haran died in Ur of the Chaldeans, in the land of his birth. 29 Abram and
Nahor both married. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife
was Milkah; she was the daughter of Haran, the father of both Milkah and Iskah. 30 Now
Sarai was childless because she was not able to conceive. 31 Terah took his son Abram,
his grandson Lot son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram,
and together they set out from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to Canaan. But when they came
to Harran, they settled there. 32 Terah lived 205 years, and he died in Harran.
Abram married his step-sister, Sarai, the daughter of his father Terah who he had Sarai by
another mother. This is important to know so when you see in later chapters Abram calling
Sarai his sister rather than his wife, he’s not lying but also not telling the whole truth.
Ur is located southeast of Babylon along the Euphrates River near it’s confluence with the
Tigris River. Harran is located northeast of Ur in-between the headwaters of the Euphrates
and Tigris.
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Why this is important is because Abram is of the family line of Shem (Semites) from
Mesopotamia – the heart of idolatry and Baal worship. The people groups in the Bible
that came from Shem included the Hebrews, Chaldeans, Assyrians, Persians, and Syrians.
We’ll see later, that God gives Abraham (a Semite), land occupied by the descendants
of Ham.
Sidebar: Shem’s genealogy splits with Eber’s sons (10:25). Eber is the origin of the word
Hebrew. The name Israel began with Abraham’s grandson, Jacob. And the term Jews
signified the descendants of Jacob’s son, Judah. King David and Jesus are both
descendants of Shem.
What scholars have noted as very significant from this point forward is a line in the sand
God has provided for all of humanity. On one side of the line are the seventy nations
descended from Shem, Ham, and Japheth. These are the gentile nations, separated from
God. On the other side of the line are the seventy families from the twelve sons (tribes) of
Jacob (Israel) who entered into Egypt to be with Joseph during a severe famine. Starting
with these seventy families, God raises up a nation in Egypt, apart and separate from all
the peoples of the earth.
Moving forward in the Bible, on the Gentile side of the line stands only an expectation of
judgment, condemnation, and death – separated from God, living in darkness, enslaved
by Satan by the fear of death to do his will.
Before the cross, on the Israel side of the line Paul note in Romans 3:1-2 and 9:4-5 things
which the Jews held their hope on. 1 What advantage, then, is there in being a Jew, or
what value is there in circumcision? 2 Much in every way! First of all, the Jews have been
entrusted with the very words of God; 4 Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine
glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah,
who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.
After the cross, Paul notes a significant change for the Jews in Romans 4:14-17 It was not
through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be
heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those who
depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15
because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 16
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be
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guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to
those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have
made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he
believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not.
Salvation is only through faith in Jesus. We’ll continue this discussion on our next mini-series
which will cover the remainder of the Torah, the first five books of the bible.
Our final episode of this mini-series, Failure to Launch, will be Episode #032, A Walk on the
Beach with DrZ. On this walk we’ll take a step back, take a look at the big picture of
Genesis 1-11 and overlay it with spiritual context that will radically change how you view
the bible and your own life today!
I can’t wait to taste that cup of coffee, feel the cool morning sand between my toes,
and enjoy the warm lapping waves at our feet as we cruise into a sunrise walk.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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