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Welcome to Episode #054 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our sixth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Fear of the LORD | Job thru Song of Songs. On this episode
we’re going to explore King Solomon’s third of three books found in the Wisdom literature;
Song of Songs.
Solomon is noted in 1 Kings 4:32 to have written 1,005 songs of which the scriptures only
record one. The title of this one song, Song of Songs, suggests it is the most highly regarded
of his songs in the same sense as the phrases King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The highest
or most venerated of many of the same.
The Jews include Song of Songs in a collection of five books called the Megillot (five
scrolls) which also includes the books of Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations. They
read it every Passover and call it the Holy of Holies of Scripture. For the Jews it sets forth
the heart of a fulfilled husband and faithful wife.
But why is this song so highly venerated and included in the scriptures at all given it does
not explicitly mention God, except possibly in Song of Songs 8:6 when referring to a very
intense flame, “Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is
strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame
of the LORD.” Several translations use the word LORD as in this quote from the ESV, but
just as many translations use words that describe a flames intensity. We’ll expand on this
quote momentarily.
Song of Songs is one of four Old Testament books which are not quoted in the New
Testament. The other three books are Esther, Obadiah, and Nahum. Esther does not
mention God at all.
History has demonstrated time and again God superintended inclusion of every book in
the Canon of scripture we still have today for a reason. And I hope you’ll hear in this
episode on Song of Songs that reason.
This song has long given theologians and scholars much runway for diversity in
interpretation in both literal and allegorical arenas. My foundations in faith suggest a
historical reading of the text as a romantic love story about the courtship and marriage
of King Solomon (called the beloved) and an unnamed Shulamite maiden (often called
love). Some of the suggestions for who the unnamed woman could have been include
Pharoah’s daughter, Asishag the virgin who cared for King David, an unknown maiden
from Shunem.
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Of the interpretations of the text four seem to emerge above the rest. The first two are
accepted by both Jewish rabbis of Israel and the church. The second two by some within
the church.
First – It establishes the beauty and intimacy of marriage between a man and a woman.
Second – It describes the love God has for Israel, who is called the wife of God.
Third – It illuminates the love of Jesus for the church, called the Bride of Christ.
Fourth – It reveals the intimacy of Jesus within the individual believer.
When we look at this song through the lenses of the intensity and sensitivity of “love,” both
human and divine we can begin to understand why it’s included in the Bible. When we
go all the way back to the beginning in Genesis Chapter 2, we find God created man
from the dust of the earth and placed him in the Garden of Eden. God then had Adam
work the garden and name all the animals, trying to find a suitable helper for him. But no
suitable helper was found.
Genesis 2:21-25 – So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while
he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the
LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.
23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And
the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
I believe God speaking through the pen of Solomon beautifully put into poetry in the
Song of Songs that emotional and undefinable intimacy and bonding connection
between man and woman who marry becoming husband and wife and one flesh;
naked and not ashamed. The effects of the fall smeared the true image of love as the
man and woman realized they are naked and in the shame of exposure hid from each
other with coverings of fig leaves.
As history rolled on and wickedness increased on the earth the intimacy reserved for
husband and wife become perverted and sexual immorality blossomed into full revulsion
of God’s love gift to mankind. Adultery, rape, incest, homosexuality, bestiality, all revolting
sexually immortal perversions of the marriage bed, are recorded as societal ills in both
the Old and New Testaments. Read Leviticus 18 if you’re wondering what I’m referring to.
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The world has never changed since sin entered mankind as we cycle through obedience
to God and his moral/ethical commands toward the most deviant forms of sexual
behavior imaginable. Once the deviance reaches a limit known only by God, he brings
some form of judgment which awakens mankind to repentance and a return back to
obedience to God’s commands.
If you were to examine our culture today, sexual immorality and perversion is not only
openly accepted, but we are now asked to approve and celebrate even the most
extreme and limited demographically sexual preferences. If you do not openly support
said preferences you are identified as complicit with those who condemn such behavior.
And this is where the rub really hurts the most with God.
In earlier mini-series, I noted mankind exists in an unspoken covenantal relationship with
God our creator. God created each of us individually in our mothers wombs and has
given us each life, and conscious awareness of that life and the things we are doing to
this point in time as I’m recording and your listening to this podcast. God knowing the
world he was creating us to occupy did not create us to run free and follow our own wills
and desires but to seek him for redemption from this world run amuck in sin and
wickedness held in bondage to the devil. That redemption is by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ and the power of that redemption into new life is found in the Gospel.
Mankind has a covenantal obligation to God, given he created us and allows us to
continue in life, to rightly bear his image in a righteous life with no sin or face judgment
and eternal separation from our creator. Knowing we are born into sin, and cannot
escape on our own, God has from the beginning been proclaiming his Gospel of
salvation and offering redemption to all that believe him. First individually, then through
prophets, then lastly through his own son who gave his own life as a ransom for all those
who had, have, and will believe the Gospel of God.
There is a limit to how far God will let mankind run loose with the rope around it’s neck.
One day, and it may be soon, God is going to jerk that rope in judgment that will shake
the very foundations of the earth off their footings.
Let’s look again at the passage mentioned at the opening of this episode and consider
the persons of Solomon and the Shulamite woman. We will use a lenses of the last three
of the four interpretations mentioned earlier (Man and Woman was the first; God and
Israel, Jesus and the Church, Jesus and the believer are the last three). The Shulamite
woman is speaking, Song of Songs 8:6 – Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon
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your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes
of fire, the very flame of the LORD.
These four interpretations suggest as an act of love, man is to seal his wife and God is to
seal Israel/Church/Believer on their heart and arm. That love and sealing infers life, as the
Shulamite mentions love is a strong as death; life’s opposite. Then catch the reason,
jealousy is a fierce as the grave (jealousy for the wife and her love). That jealousy flashes
a fire – the very flame of the LORD. Fact check is from Deut. 4:24 - For the LORD your God
is a consuming fire, a jealous God. Deuteronomy 6:14-15 – You shall not go after other
gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you— 15 for the LORD your God in your
midst is a jealous God—lest the anger of the LORD your God be kindled against you, and
he destroy you from off the face of the earth.
In numerous passages in the Old Testament, Israel is inferred to, and directly spoken of,
as the wife of God. The marriage was likely confirmed as part of the blood covenant
ceremony between God and Israel at Mt. Sanai and commiserate with the giving of the
LAW through Moses. Israel as God’s wife is mentioned directly in Isaiah 54:6 – For the
LORD has called you like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when
she is cast off, says your God.
God is providing through Solomon for the readers a description of human perfected will
and intimacy of martial love that can be inferred to a wider meaning between God and
various groups as the progression of His revelation to mankind continues throughout
recorded scripture. God is love and he wants us to know what that covenantal, marital
love looks like. The importance of marriage to God is given in Malachi 2:13-16 – And this
second thing you do. You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning
because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 But
you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife
of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your
wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their
union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your
spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16 “For the man who does
not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment
with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be
faithless.”
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In addition to King Solomon and the unnamed Shulamite woman, there are other groups
mentioned in book including the daughters of Jerusalem (perhaps Solomon’s household
staff), Solomon’s friends, and the Shulamite’s brothers. The backdrops of the story include
both rural scenes and urban scenes within Jerusalem. It is speculated from the text, the
time span the story covers is at least one year and no longer than two.
I do have to note it seems a bit like God to use a man like Solomon who had 700 wives
and 300 concubines to be the one to be given this text to record for the scriptures. Some
believe this song represents Solomon’s first wife but the text gives hint that this may
actually be his 61st marriage. Song of Songs 6:8-9 – There are sixty queens and eighty
concubines, and virgins without number. 9 My dove, my perfect one, is the only one, the
only one of her mother, pure to her who bore her. The young women saw her and called
her blessed; the queens and concubines also, and they praised her.
Remember Solomon in the wisdom of his heart examined closely everything in wisdom
that was toilsome to mankind and wrote about it in Ecclesiastes. And after sixty wives
perhaps he examined the institution of marriage as well to discover the meaning God
intended. And if this is the case, perhaps that is why he notes in his only mention of
marriage in Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiastes 9:9 - Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the
days of your vain life that he has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in
life and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. You’ll see when you read the song,
Solomon includes the love and toil in marriage, but this union is so sacred a thing he did
not include this topic in his book of vanities. I think this is UBER significant and a reason in
itself to read the book with eyes to see and ears to hear.
Many people who have examined this text have great difficulty believing the text is
presented in sequential order of occurrence. Rather, thinking the last chapter presents
the backstory of the remembrance of an encounter we find in the first chapter. The
intervening chapters are flashbacks in time during the couple’s relationship.
Others read the story from beginning to end as a continual unveiling account of the
courtship, marriage, and maturing of a marital relationship. John MacArthur’s,
Commentary Introduction to the Song of Song’s, found on Blue Letter Bible.com presents
an outline of one such reading.
The Courtship: “Leaving” (1:2–3:5)
The Lovers’ Remembrances (1:2–2:7)
The Lovers’ Expression of Reciprocal Love (2:8–3:5)
The Wedding: “Cleaving” (3:6–5:1)
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The Kingly Bridegroom (3:6–11)
The Wedding and First Night Together (4:1–5:1a)
God’s Approval (5:1b)
The Marriage: “Weaving” (5:2–8:14)
The First Major Disagreement (5:2–6:3)
The Restoration (6:4–8:4)
Growing in Grace (8:5–14)
Whichever way you read it, the story line appears to reflect a young girl from a poor
family in Ephraim forced to labor in her families vineyard. One day while in the vineyard
she meets a young shepherd, and they fall in love. The young shepherd has to depart
but promises before leaving that he will return. He remains gone for a long time, and she
despairs over her lost love. Then one day she hears others excitingly telling her King
Solomon is dropping by. She pays no attention and returns to her work longing for the
one she loves. Then to her shock, she is told King Solomon wants to see her. She remains
puzzled until coming into King Solomon’s presence she recognizes him as the shepherd
she loved. King Solomon takes the maiden to his palace in Jerusalem where most of the
story of the song takes place.
As we get into the reading of some of the passages from the text I have to say in the past
I have never really been drawn to the song for inspiration. But after some level of study
preparing for this podcast I’m willing to give it another try. I’m now convinced of it’s
inspiration for how man should love his wife as God loves Israel, the church, and the
individual believer.
Paul wrote of this in Ephesians 5:25-33 – Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her
by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself
in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without
blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members of his
body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers
to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and
let the wife see that she respects her husband.
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In this passage Paul progresses from Christ loving the church, to husbands in like manner
loving their wives, to the institution of marriage with Adam & Eve and in marriage become
one flesh. I was then reminded of something Jesus said in John 17 in what is called his
high priestly prayer. John 17:11, 20-26 – …Holy Father, keep them in your name, which
you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one… 20 “I do not ask for
these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may
all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that
the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I
have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me
and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because
you loved me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though
the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. 26 I
made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
With all that as an introduction, let’s now look at a couple of passages from the Song of
Songs that reflects that love being illuminated.
Song of Songs 1:9-16 [He] I compare you, my love, to a mare among Pharaoh’s chariots.
10 Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments, your neck with strings of jewels. [Others] 11 We
will make for you ornaments of gold, studded with silver. [She] 12 While the king was on
his couch, my nard gave forth its fragrance. 13 My beloved is to me a sachet of myrrh
that lies between my breasts. 14 My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms in the
vineyards of Engedi. [He] 15 Behold, you are beautiful, my love; behold, you are beautiful;
your eyes are doves. [She] 16 Behold, you are beautiful, my beloved, truly delightful.
Song of Songs 2:1-7 – [She] I am a rose of Sharon, a lily of the valleys. [He] 2 As a lily among
brambles, so is my love among the young women. [She] 3 As an apple tree among the
trees of the forest, so is my beloved among the young men. With great delight I sat in his
shadow, and his fruit was sweet to my taste. 4 He brought me to the banqueting house,
and his banner over me was love. 5 Sustain me with raisins; refresh me with apples, for I
am sick with love. 6 His left hand is under my head, and his right hand embraces me! 7 I
adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the gazelles or the does of the field, that you
not stir up or awaken love until it pleases.
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Song of Songs 4:9-16 – You have captivated my heart, my sister, my bride; you have
captivated my heart with one glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace.
10 How beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride! How much better is your love than wine,
and the fragrance of your oils than any spice! 11 Your lips drip nectar, my bride; honey
and milk are under your tongue; the fragrance of your garments is like the fragrance of
Lebanon. 12 A garden locked is my sister, my bride, a spring locked, a fountain sealed.
13 Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates with all choicest fruits, henna with nard,
14 nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense, myrrh and
aloes, with all choice spices—15 a garden fountain, a well of living water, and flowing
streams from Lebanon. 16 Awake, O north wind, and come, O south wind! Blow upon my
garden, let its spices flow.
Song of Songs 5:10-16 – My beloved is radiant and ruddy, distinguished among ten
thousand. 11 His head is the finest gold; his locks are wavy, black as a raven. 12 His eyes
are like doves beside streams of water, bathed in milk, sitting beside a full pool. 13 His
cheeks are like beds of spices, mounds of sweet-smelling herbs. His lips are lilies, dripping
liquid myrrh. 14 His arms are rods of gold, set with jewels. His body is polished ivory,
bedecked with sapphires. 15 His legs are alabaster columns, set on bases of gold. His
appearance is like Lebanon, choice as the cedars. 16 His mouth is most sweet, and he is
altogether desirable. This is my beloved and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.
Song of Songs 6:4-12 – [He] You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love, lovely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an army with banners. 5 Turn away your eyes from me, for they overwhelm
me— Your hair is like a flock of goats leaping down the slopes of Gilead. 6 Your teeth are
like a flock of ewes that have come up from the washing; all of them bear twins; not one
among them has lost its young. 7 Your cheeks are like halves of a pomegranate behind
your veil. 8 There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and virgins without number.
9 My dove, my perfect one, is the only one, the only one of her mother, pure to her who
bore her. The young women saw her and called her blessed; the queens and concubines
also, and they praised her. 10 “Who is this who looks down like the dawn, beautiful as the
moon, bright as the sun, awesome as an army with banners?” [She] 11 I went down to
the nut orchard to look at the blossoms of the valley, to see whether the vines had
budded, whether the pomegranates were in bloom. 12 Before I was aware, my desire
set me among the chariots of my kinsman, a prince.
Song of Songs 8:1-7 – [She] Oh that you were like a brother to me who nursed at my
mother’s breasts! If I found you outside, I would kiss you, and none would despise me. 2 I
would lead you and bring you into the house of my mother—she who used to teach me.
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I would give you spiced wine to drink, the juice of my pomegranate. 3 His left hand is
under my head, and his right hand embraces me! 4 I adjure you, O daughters of
Jerusalem, that you not stir up or awaken love until it pleases. 5 Who is that coming up
from the wilderness, leaning on her beloved? Under the apple tree I awakened you.
There your mother was in labor with you; there she who bore you was in labor. 6 Set me
as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is
fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD. 7 Many
waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If a man offered for love all the
wealth of his house, he would be utterly despised.
With those passages as a mere glimpse into the book, I encourage you to read it all and
begin to appreciate anew the significance of marriage in God’s eyes. What we know
about marriage now is that it was instituted by God in the Garden of Eden, a means for
husband and wife to become one flesh, the source of Godly offspring God desires of
husband and wife one in the Spirit, an institution not called vanity by Solomon but rather
something spoken as to be enjoyed, should reflect a man’s love for his wife, God’s love
for Israel, Christ’s love for his church, and Christ’s love for the individual believer. Whew…
This was our last teaching Episode on this mini-series Fear of the LORD | Job thru Song of
Songs. On our next two episodes we’ll have a guest speaker addressing this topic and a
Walk on the Beach with DrZ to explore life implications of lessons learned in this mini-series.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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