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Welcome to Episode #032 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our eighth and last episode
in our mini-series entitled, Failure to Launch. On this episode we’re going to take A Walk
on the Beach with DrZ and ponder God’s mission of leaving none of the faithful behind.
In our prior seven episodes we explored Genesis 3 to 11, and the fitful start of mankind’s
lacking embrace of God’s vision for us given in Genesis 1 and 2. Rather than being God’s
image bearers who subdue, reign, and fill the earth in union with our creator, mankind
sought to do our own thing, with a little help from heavenly rebel friends.
Mankind’s Three Strikes:
1. Eve was deceived and Adam ate forbidden fruit. God cursed ground and
expelled mankind from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he
was taken and to which he will return (Gen 3)
2. First born man (Cain) murdered is brother Abel; angelic hanky panky with women
produced hybrid offspring, and mankind was filled with wickedness and a heart
that was only evil all the time. God sent a global Flood judgment and wiped out
all living creatures on the face of the planet while preserving mankind and animals
on the Ark (Gen 4-8)
3. Descendants of Noah build a city and tower to make a name in heaven for
themselves – God confuses language and disperses people into seventy nations
under new heavenly management (Gen 9-11)
There is so much in these beginning chapters of the Bible, way too much for us to consider
on our walk on the beach. On the heavens side we have the nature of God, angelic
beings, and a free-will rebellion in a transcendent infinite multidimensional reality we
know little about. On the earthly side we have the nature of mankind, angelic
interference, and a free-will rebellion in a finite physical universe bounded by space and
time we know infer is being projected from the aforementioned transcendent infinite
multidimensional reality.
Believe me, I could talk about it all and make little sense by the end. I still may make little
sense by the end, but that’s what these walks are all about; verbally working things out
that are swirling in our minds. So while we pour ourselves large Yeti cups of coffee, we’ll
set some boundaries to our discussion.
Where I’d like to focus is on the spiritual realm and the intersection of the heavens and
earth in our daily lives. At the outset, I’m assuming we are all believers in Jesus Christ who
have placed our trust and unwavering hope in the finished work of Jesus on the cross
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and know by the presence of the Holy Spirit within us that we are children of God. If you
are not sure about this, keep listening and perhaps by the end of our walk you too will
make the decision the rest of us made at some point in our past, to by faith cast our lives,
hopes, and eternal future into the care and eternal life of Jesus Christ our Lord.
No matter what you hear me mutter or say on this walk, know with certainty that I believe
that salvation is available through only one name given under heaven, the name of Jesus
– whose name is above every name in heaven, on the earth, and under the earth.
So let’s head out the door, across the porch, down the back steps and into the cool Gulf
sands and lapping waves awaiting our arrival. We’ll be heading east along the water
into the morning sun just beginning to crest the horizon. A hat and some sunglasses while
encouraged are not required.
Man, I just love the smell of salty air in the cool morning breeze. And look, what a
spectacular orb breaking the horizon on this cloudless morning. How could anything be
more perfect than this? And with that question, let’s take a moment and consider it.
What is it inside of us that makes us ponder such beauty? And in the perfection, could it
be that inside of myself I could wish for something even more grand? And would I give
up the perfection I’m now experiencing and chase after an even greater imagined
perfection I could achieve on my own. The sunrise is a free gift, I’m doing nothing but
receiving it; yet is there something greater I can gain on my own with a little effort.?
Here’s the deal… I like the unintended pun and will go with it. God dealt us a perfect
hand in the garden of Eden – eternally four Aces and a wild card one eyed jack. He
gave us the keys to the entire planet and everything else we could ever ask if we needed
something along to way to actuating His vision of living with and among us. What else
could we want?
We really wouldn’t have known we needed something else until we thought God was
holding out on us. Trust God to deliver what we need, but work as if the results depended
upon us. And if it depends on us, we might as well do it our own way – and how quickly
the descent into sin and abject rebellion begins.
As results don’t meet expectations, we soon begin to doubt the idea of an “all powerful”
God who we can’t see and know for certain even exists. So we turn to lesser god’s,
visualizing earthly creatures or celestial stars they could embody which relate to the
conditions, environments, circumstances we are trying to control or overcome. We
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assume these gods require offerings or token sacrifices to be appeased and persuaded
to grant our desires. And if we are really brave and self-sufficient we cast away these
idols as being nothing and forge our own paths into the darkest depths of atheism and
nihilism we can find this side of the grave – which we both fear and crave.
This is not just imagination or fanciful beach thought, but rather the way of the world if
you look around. The world is filled with religions of one sort or another – all after the same
thing – to reduce the dread, pain, and suffering of life with the expectation of perhaps
discovering eutopia in the process.
Surprisingly, the number of people globally who claim to be “convinced atheisits” have
been steadily declining according to global Gallup studies from 13% in 2012, 11% in 2015,
to less than 9% in 2017. The study noted the decline may be due to atheistic community
birth rates falling well short of religious communities which have higher birth rates in
general.
But why would we abandon our creator God who is responsible for everything seen and
unseen in favor of lesser gods who may or may not even exist beyond our imagination?
The answer to this is what the beginning of the Bible is all about.
Adam and Eve were created in the likeness and image of God (i.e. children of God). All
humanity after were born in the image and likeness of Adam, a fallen image bearer of
God. We are all born into a sin nature and destine to die; yet still in a body wired and
programmed to be in union with our creator. We seek spiritual transcendence but lack
the software patch (i.e. righteousness) that reconnects us with God.
While we are disconnected from God spiritually, it does not mean spiritual hacking
cannot enslave us to another. And that is what the Bible indicates happened at the
beginning. God in his grace and long-suffering mercy was patient with mankind, giving
us numerous opportunities to freely turn to Him in surrender of our own will for his will to
again be done on earth as it is in heaven. But we would not relent and bow the knee.
Mankind guided by our own will, and with assistance by rebellious transcendent spirits in
the heavens, got to such a state of wickedness by Genesis chapter 6 that God destroyed
everything on the face of the earth he’d made with a global flood judgment. And Enoch,
a friend of God, two generations before Noah, prophesied of a coming global judgment
before the flood. What Enoch didn’t know was the coming judgment he saw was the
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Day of the Lord, Jesus second coming when he will judge the world in righteousness
before setting-up his own kingdom on earth.
You would think after the flood, Shem, Ham, and Japheth would have instructed their
kids on the fear of the Lord and obedience to God’s command to multiply, subdue, rule,
and fill the earth. Yet by Genesis Chapter 11, under the leadership of Nimrod, a mighty
warrior before the Lord, the world once again chose to disobey God by constructing a
city in which they could live, and building a tower into the heavens by which they could
establish their own name.
I know, that sunrise is just blinding. Even with sunglasses, the best I can do looking forward
is squint under the brim of my hat or turn to the left and see the dunes or to the right and
see the lapping surf. Let’s turn around, head back toward the house, and try to land this
discussion safely. And as we do, let us consider the sun at our backs to be like the blinding
consuming fire of God. Even if we were able to reach toward the sun we would be
consumed and destroyed as we approached it by its very nature – it is a flaming ball of
fire and we are wood. There’s a Way that leads to eternal life we could chase down that
rabbit hole but we’ll keep going.
In our descent back to the beach house, we’re going to highlight two key concepts
before touching down at the back steps – heavenly sons of God/gods over the nations
and God’s choosing of a people for himself through the descendants of Abraham.
Big G God is self-evident in everything seen and unseen. The only reason anything exists
(seen or unseen) is that God wills it to exist and sustains what He creates.
Before God created mankind on earth, He created transcendent heavenly creatures
who are referred to in the Bible as sons-of-God/gods. These sons of God/gods were given
authority by God to rule in the heavens and over other angelic hosts of heaven.
When God created mankind on earth, He created human sons-of-God (Adam and Eve),
to be his image bearers to rule the earth and the creatures on the earth. When Adam
ate the forbidden fruit, he and Eve were kicked out of the Garden to work the earth. Their
descendants (that’s us) were all born into sin, in the image of sinful mankind, and
separated from God.
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Three times God gave mankind the opportunity to live into his will for humanity and three
times we missed the mark. In Genesis 11:9, after the Tower of Babel incident, it says,
Therefore, its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language
of all the earth. And from there the LORD dispersed them over the face of all the earth.
This dispersion was into the seventy nations described in Genesis 10. Moses addresses this
dispersion in Deuteronomy 32:8-9 (ESV), “When the Most High gave to the nations their
inheritance, when he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to
the number of the sons of God. 9 But the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted
heritage.”
What you see happening here is God turning the nations of the earth over to the rule and
authority of sons of God/gods in the heavenly realm. And that beginning with Abraham,
God raises up a people and nation for himself, from which he will save people out of
these nations given over to other gods.
This is supported by Psalm 82:1-8, God has taken his place in the divine council; in the
midst of the gods he holds judgment: 2 “How long will you judge unjustly and show
partiality to the wicked? Selah 3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the
right of the afflicted and the destitute. 4 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them
from the hand of the wicked.” 5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they
walk about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 6 I said, “You are
gods, sons of the Most High, all of you; 7 nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like
any prince.”[fn] 8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations!
The New Testament writers also address our on-going struggles against powers and
authorities in the unseen, spiritual realm. They are in charge of the world and nations. And
they will be judged and condemned when Jesus returns.
Free-will decisions to disobey God, by both heavenly creatures and humans, alienated
both from God and subjected them to a continuous existence in rebellion and sin. While
God could have destroyed both heavenly hosts and mankind, He rather chose to use
both to accomplish His eternal will – an eternal state on earth dwelling into eternity with
humans.
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Heavenly sons of God/gods attempt to make names for themselves in heaven through
the humans they rule on earth. And in so doing, somehow divert God’s ultimate will which
will include their judgment and condemnation.
Humans on earth tried to build a tower into heaven to make a name for themselves, and
also subvert God’s will to be dispersed and fill the earth. That didn’t work as they’d hoped.
Jesus did it differently…
Philippians 2:3-11 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but
also to the interests of others. 5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
To fully appreciate the significance of the name God gives, read about the power Jesus
attests to a name in John 17. God will give each one who overcomes a white stone with
a new name written on it known only to the one it is given (see Rev. 2:17). Under the
power and authority of whose name are you now serving? Jesus, one of the gods, or your
own earthly name?
The only way to submit to God’s will is to simply believe God and place your faith and
hope be in Jesus, and through submission of your will follow Jesus where ever His Holy
Spirit leads. By doing so, the wrath of God is atoned for by Jesus, we have peace with
God, and the righteousness of God in Jesus covers us eternally. That righteousness is the
software patch that reconnects us with God as confirmed by the Holy Spirit who indwells
us. And the Holy Spirit within us affirms that we have been born again and are now
Children of God.
What we see from Genesis Chapter 12 through the rest of the Bible is God preparing a
people and nation through whom His son Jesus Christ will emerge as Savior of the world
who redeems people from every tribe, nation, and tongue of the world into his eternal
kingdom prepared for them since the creation of the world.
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Bam Shaka Laka, I was so busy talking, we just walked past the house. Let’s turn back
and head into for another cup of coffee, I think spiked this time with a major portion of
mocha as we begin to ponder the rest of our day.
Let me tie what we just concluded with back to where we started. When we marvel
about beauty – let us bow our knee in thanksgiving and praise to our creator and Savior
Jesus, and give glory to God for allowing us to enjoy in-Him his creation.
And let us never waiver from allegiance to the name of Jesus for the glory of God in the
hope that some who hear may ask us for the reason for the hope that we have. And
open a conversation about the one we know. And invite them, if they would like, to join
us in the eternal kingdom and family of God.
Have a save ride to where you are going next; and remember to read John 17. Especially,
noting the power Jesus attributes to the NAME.
Be sure to catch our next episode as we begin a new mini-series on the Formation of a
Nation that coined the motto, “In God we Trust!”
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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