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Welcome to Episode #035 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our third of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Rise of a Nation. In this mini-series we’re looking at some of the
overarching themes in the first five books of the Bible that continue throughout the
Scriptures and terminate in the Eternal State of Revelation 21 and 22.
In our last episode we followed Joseph down into Egypt. Eventually, seventy persons of
the house of Jacob entered Egypt and resided in the land of Goshen where they gained
possessions, were fruitful and multiplied greatly. Four hundred and thirty year later the
people of Israel number six hundred thousand men plus women and children. A quick
demographic calculation brings the total number of descendants into the millions. At the
beginning of the book we find them enslaved, held in bondage by the Egyptians, and
prescribed to build cities for the glory of Pharoah’s name.
The Israelites are a peculiar people group in Egypt in a covenant with God thru Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. How do they know that? Circumcision, all the boys at eight days old
had to be circumcised or they would be excluded from the covenant and promises of
God.
What did this people know about God? We can assume what was passed down orally
from each successive generation of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In total though, it was
probably not much beyond patriarchal encounters with God and Joseph stories.
Common knowledge was likely the covenant promise that after 400 years God would
bring them out of their bondage to give them the land of Canaan as a permanent home.
God is about to fill in details of what they did not know.
We see two major division in Exodus. First, God makes himself known to the Israelites, the
Egyptians, and the rest of the world thru the utter destruction of Egypt in the Exodus (Ch.
1-15). Second, God restores his dwelling place on earth and is making himself available
to people of the disinherited nations through his tabernacling with Israel (Ch. 16-40).
God reveals his authority, power, and will through the exodus of Israel out of Egypt. He
establishes a moral code for humanity to faithfully observe leading to righteousness;
obedience leads to life and abundance and disobedience leads to rejection and
destruction. God institutes a priesthood that will serve him, provide purification for the
people, and act on behalf of the covenant people with God. God designed and had
constructed a portable replica of his throne room in heaven for him to indwell on earth.
Given we’ve got forty chapters to cover in a little over thirty minutes, we going to skip
some and miss a lot. So - Let’s get to it.
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You’ll see throughout scripture individuals God uses to accomplish huge things on His
behalf usually have very humble beginnings. So it was with Moses, the son of a mother
and father from the line of Levi. We all know the account of how his mother placed in a
basket in the river by Pharoah’s palace only to be discovered by Pharoah’s daughter
and raised in Pharoah’s household as her own. When Moses was forty, he went out to see
how his people were doing and ended up killing an Egyptian who was mistreating one
of them. The next day he discovered what he’d done had become widespread news
and he bolted out of town for a forty year stay in Midian where he married Zipporah,
daughter of Jethro, priest of Midian, and had two sons. I’m sure Moses had to have
wondered what that whole Egypt part of his life was all about. He was about to find out.
In the burning bush account of Exodus 3 & 4 God reveals a lot about Himself to Moses.
1. “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” (Ex. 3:6).
2. I have come down to deliver them [my people, the children of Israel] out of
the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites (Ex. 3:8).
3. God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of
Israel: ‘I AM has sent me to you (Ex. 3:14).
4. “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’
This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all
generations (Ex. 3:15).
God gives Moses a couple of cool signs to show the Israelites and Pharoah that he is
legitimate and assigns his brother Aaron to be his mouthpiece. God would speak to
Moses who would pass what to say onto Aaron. As they were readying to go to Egypt
God tells Moses he’s going to harden Pharaoh’s heart so he won’t let the people go.
Then God says another SIGNIFICANT thing: “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the
LORD, Israel is my firstborn son, 23 and I say to you, ‘Let my son go that he may serve me.’
If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son” (Ex. 4:22-23)
Pharoah of course refuses the request saying, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his
voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go” (Ex.
5:2). Pharoah then assigns stiffer labor for the Israelites and an outcry against Moses and
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Aaron by the people commence. Before Pharoah and the rest of the world learns about
the God Pharoah denies knowledge of, the sheep to be rescued bite at the messengers.
Note: I encourage you to do a Bible search on two phrases, “I will” and “I am” in the book
of Exodus and the book of John. In both books God is not hesitant to call his shots before
they’re taken (I will) as he also has the power to fulfill his promises because of who He is
(I am).
From Exodus 7 to 12 God through Moses and Aaron carry-out the ten plagues against
Egypt. For the last plague in Ex 12, God was going to kill every firstborn in Egypt of man
and of all cattle. He has Moses tell Pharoah about the upcoming event and then has
Moses tell the Israelites to guard against the plague. Death would Passover any house
where the blood of a slaughtered lamb without blemish had been applied to the lentil
and doorposts of their house. The first Passover is initiated, and the LORD killed all the
firstborn in Egypt and spared the firstborn of Israel. The LORD then instructed Moses on the
consecration of all first born to him through a sacrifice. Pharoah told Moses to take the
people and their animals and go, and interestingly, asked Moses to bless him (Ex. 12:32).
All the host of Israel left Egypt 430 years, to the day, that they had entered.
In these plagues God demonstrates himself to Pharoah, the Egyptians, and the Israelites
his sovereignty and might over nature, mankind, and the cosmos. He also demonstrated
with finality any thought that any gods who might be identified with the nature of the
plagues were any match with the LORD God Almighty.
Once God demonstrated his power and might to Pharoah, Egypt, Israel, and the world,
he next had to take Israel from death to life through water. Death was found in the world
and Egypt and life was found in trusting fellowship with God.
God had the fleeing Israelites park on the shore of the Red Sea while he roused Pharoah
and his whole army to pursue and capture. As the people grumbled to Moses as they
saw the Egyptians approaching, Moses told them, to fear not and stand firm and watch
the Lord deliver them. “The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people
of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and
divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17 And I will
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory
over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall
know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his
horsemen” (Ex. 14:15-18)
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The next day on the otherside as the Israelites saw the dead bodies of the Egyptians
washing ashore, “Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians,
so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses”
Ex. 14:31).
Read the Song of Moses in Exodus 15 and you’ll see a people who did not formerly or
formally know God now singing his praises. Through the water they were free from
bondage, their enemies were “dead,” they possessed great wealth having plundered
Egypt on their exit, and the God who saved them was their God. As you continue reading
you’ll see how short lived a mental ascent following a visible miraculous deliverance lasts
in the face of hardship. While externally things had changed, internally, the heart of the
people was still corrupt.
After the first bit of grumbling at the waters of Marah the Lord told them, “If you will
diligently listen to the voice of the LORD your God, and do that which is right in his eyes,
and give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put none of the
diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, your healer (Ex 15:25).”
Two more incidents of grumbling occurred resulting in bread from heaven and water
from the rock (Ex. 16 &17). The Israelites finally camped at Mount Sinai where Moses went
up the mountain to God. God told him to tell the people of Israel, ‘You yourselves have
seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you
to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you
shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ (Ex. 19:4-6)
God tells Moses to prepare the people for a visit. The LORD came down in sight of all the
people amidst thunders and lightnings, a very lout trumpet blast, and audibly spoke to
them from the mountain.
From the mountain God spoke audibly what we know as the ten commandments.
Let’s look at the first two in relation to keep straight who is God:
1. “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before me.
2. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children
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to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing
steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
God then speaks the eight additional commandments. The people were afraid and
trembling and asked Moses to speak to them in the future, as they were afraid to listen
to God for fear of dying. Moses told them, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you,
that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin. (Ex. 20:20)”
Following the commandments, God tells Moses, “Thus you shall say to the people of Israel:
‘You have seen for yourselves that I have talked with you from heaven. 23 You shall not
make gods of silver to be with me, nor shall you make for yourselves gods of gold. 24 An
altar of earth you shall make for me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and your
peace offerings, your sheep and your oxen. In every place where I cause my name to
be remembered I will come to you and bless you.” (Ex. 20:22-24). Later God tells Moses,
“Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to
destruction” (Ex 22:20). And again, when speaking of their coming conquest of Canaan,
“You shall make no covenant with them and their gods. 33 They shall not dwell in your
land, lest they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare
to you” (Ex 23:32-33)”
God then takes Moses up on the mountain and gives him a lot of other commands. He
promises to go before the people into Canaan and deliver them the land. God then has
Moses prepare for a covenant meal. “Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy
of the elders of Israel went up, and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet
as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. And he did
not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and
drank (Ex 24:9-11).
God then tells Moses to come to back up to him to get tablets of stone with the law and
commandments written on them and some other instructions. So Moses goes up on the
Mountain for forty days and God instructs him on what was going to be needed for God
to dwell on earth within Israel.
How quick we forget… “While Moses is still up on the hill the people complain. When the
people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gathered
themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before
us. As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know
what has become of him.” 2 So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are
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in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So all
the people took off the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron.
4 And he received the gold from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and
made a golden[fn] calf. And they said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you
up out of the land of Egypt!” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. And Aaron
made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a feast to the LORD.” 6 And they
rose up early the next day and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings. And
the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play” (Ex. 34:1-6).
When Moses comes down, breaks the stone tablets written by God, and asks for
volunteers to stop the rucus. All the sons of Levi step up and start the slaughter of three
thousand men.
Moses met with God in the tent of meeting. “the LORD used to speak to Moses face to
face, as a man speaks to his friend (Ex. 33:11). Following the calf incident, Moses
intercedes for the people and presents God with two top shelf asks. First: “Moses said to
the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let me know
whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also
found favor in my sight.’ 13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show
me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too
that this nation is your people.” 14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will
give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring
us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and
your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from
every other people on the face of the earth?” 17 And the LORD said to Moses, “This very
thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you
by name.” (Ex. 33:12-17)
And second, “Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 19 And he said, “I will make all
my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I
will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show
mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21
And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock,
22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you
with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see
my back, but my face shall not be seen” (Ex 33:18-23).
God then has Moses cut two stone tablets like the first and come back up the mountain.
While there, “The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and
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proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The
LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands,[fn] forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth
generation.” 8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. 9
And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the
midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us
for your inheritance” (Ex 34:5-9).
God then renews the covenant and sends Moses back to the people. One item of note
I’d like to point out is the mention of the worship of other gods.
Ex 34:11-17 “Observe what I command you this day. Behold, I will drive out before you
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 12
Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go,
lest it become a snare in your midst. 13 You shall tear down their altars and break their
pillars and cut down their Asherim 14 (for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest you make a covenant with the
inhabitants of the land, and when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods
and you are invited, you eat of his sacrifice, 16 and you take of their daughters for your
sons, and their daughters whore after their gods and make your sons whore after their
gods. 17 “You shall not make for yourself any gods of cast metal.
The book closes out with Moses giving instructions and the building of the tabernacle,
furnishings, and priestly garments. The book ends with God dwelling with Israel.
Ex. 40:34-38 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled
the tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their
journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of
Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the
day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day,
and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.

While we covered a lot of scripture today, we were barely able to scratch the surface of
the significance of the book of Exodus in the remainder of the Bible. God reveals himself
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to a person (Moses), then to a people (Israel), then to a nation (Egypt), and finally to the
world.
And the LORD accomplished, as evidenced even today, by what He said he’d do and
did. His purpose was to awaken people in the disinherited nations that the LORD God
Almighty existed and was superior and over all heavenly hosts/gods. That mankind was
not made to act in his own will but to trust and follow the moral code given by God for
life. And that the LORD God Almighty was dwelling amongst His people, and that He was
accessible to them and welcomed them to join in the blessings of the covenant.
The picture of deliverance from death into life, exodus from exile from God into fellowship
with God was clearly portrayed in the Israelites release from Egypt. And the difficulty of
what lie ahead was clearly portrayed after their crossing through the water and
experiencing freedom. The human heart is not bent toward God and his ways in this
world. But in the Exodus narrative, the pathway to eternal freedom and life was marked
out and which Jesus walked out to all the way to the cross. And having been the first
born son, sacrificed to justify all his brothers and sisters; and the first to rise from the dead
redeeming them from death, God gave him a name above all names. “And there is
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men[fn]
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
On our next episode we’ll look at the best book that describes who Jesus was and what
he did for humanity, Leviticus. It is densely packed with theological meaning that will
change the way you may think about the God we believe and the Savior we follow.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Please invite others you know to listen to the podcast. My prayer and hope is that the
word of God that changes lives will be go forth and accomplish all that God purposed
in sending it forth from this podcast.
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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