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Welcome to Episode #048 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our eighth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Conquest and Fall of a Nation. On this episode we’ll be taking
a walk on the beach and consider the lessons learned from Joshua to Esther as Israel
entered, conquered, and settled in the promised land. And what application these Old
Testament narratives provide for believers in 2022.
In the prep and production of this mini-series I’ve experienced the all-consuming fire of
God on the idols in my life, seen first-hand the jealousy of God for my heart, and felt the
tenderness of his touch comforting me after spiritual attacks ripped off the long-worn
scars of past regrets. Who can stand when God shows up? Whose mouth can open when
God starts asking questions? I would have shut up and slunk away into obscurity had not
God’s hand held me still as I lay before Him. Jeremiah 20:9 - If I say, “I will not mention
him, or speak any more in his name,” there is in my heart as it were a burning fire shut up
in my bones, and I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot.
Living in me is the power that overcame death, that raised Christ from the grave, the gift
God sent from heaven into the disciples on the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit that
indwells believers giving us the power to believe the unimaginable. You see me dressed
for a walk on the beach on this glorious cool and cloudless morning thinking perhaps I’m
just having a good day. But, I can say because of God’s grace, mercy, and loving
kindness I’ve been filled with power from on high. Cleansed of many fleshly hooks of the
world which tore and ripped at my soul, and filled to overflowing with the Spirit and love
of God - I lift my hands high and shout, THANK YOU JESUS for setting me FREE!!
The coffee is fresh and I’ve put-out mixins galore on the coffee bar so you can have your
perfect cup. Get fixed up and I’ll meet you on the back porch. I’m feeling so good and
filled with faith I believe if Jesus called to me out on the water beyond the first sandbar, I
could walk straight to him over the incoming waves and never even get my feet wet.
Lord Jesus, if it is your will may it be done exactly as you’ve put it in my heart to not ask
questions, fear, or try to understand, but merely obey what you say.
Looks like everyone is ready so down the steps we go onto the expansive and blinding
white Emerald Coast sands of the Florida panhandle. Wow… I forgot again to don my
sunglasses before walking off the porch; it is blinding bright; that’s better. There’s a
sidebar opportunity about looking into the face of God here, but we’ll save that for
another walk.
Let’s head straight for the wet sand of the receding tide and look south over the water
to see if we can sight some passing porpoise pods; they are usually cruising about a
1

SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #048
A Walk on the Beach with DrZ [6]

hundred yards out just beyond that last sandbar this time of morning. Did you see that!!
Just as we got here two jumped out of the water to great us. Looks like there’s at least
five in that pod. How cool is that. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the beauty of your creation.
Let’s follow the porpoise pod east along the beach as they continue to feed.
We’ve just finished our mini-series, Conquest and Fall of a Nation, which chronicled Israel’s
conquest of the land of Canaan, their rapid decline into apostasy, and God’s grace,
mercy, and long-suffering love to bring them back into right fellowship. And while there
were times of fervent revival, the leaders and the people they ruled couldn’t endure and
overcome generationally the deceit and temptations of the sex, drugs, and rock and roll
offered by the gods and idols of the nations.
There were likely as many reasons for the people of Israel abandoning God as there were
gods and idols of the people devoted to destruction who remained in the land. I think
the key verse to remember in this regard reflects the time soon after Joshua and the rest
of his generation died, Judges 2:10 - And there arose another generation after them who
did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel. Obviously, the generation
after Joshua’s generation would not have personally experienced the Exodus out of
Egypt, the giving of the law thru Moses, the wilderness wanderings, or even much of the
conquest of the land; so how were they supposed to know the LORD or what He had
done? Or put another way, why did God let His people forget who He was and what He
had done? Let’s begin to answer those questions.
We saw in this mini-series how the prophetic words of the prophets of God were fulfilled
exactly as stated. We also saw all the words God spoke through the prophets concerning
people, places, and events were fulfilled exactly as stated. After today’s walk, read
Deuteronomy 32:1-47 and you will see God speak through Moses exactly what we saw
played out in the books of Joshua through Esther. It’s as if God sees the future and
orchestrates things in the present moment such that fulfillment is assured. Numbers 23:29
- God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has
he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?
It was not as if God didn’t warn Israel while they were still in the wilderness the importance
of teaching their children everything, He instructed them thru Moses. I encourage each
of you to grab your Bibles after the walk and read Deuteronomy Chapter 6, the whole
chapter. You will see God giving Israel specific instructions to teach their children;
warnings of the temptations in the world that would cause them to forget; and the result
if the children don’t know “why” things were being done. The Chapter ends with Deut.
6:24 where Moses says, - And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear
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the LORD our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this
day. And that brings us to our topic for today’s walk.
Of the many things I’ve realized in my walking with God and reading his word, mankind
and our interactions with the world have not changed since the very beginning. Every
day, I see confirmed what God revealed to Solomon, Eccl. 1:9 - What has been is what
will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under
the sun.
As night and day and the procession of the stars in the heavens are cyclical, so the events
in the world are also cyclical (i.e. Begin and end at the same point after following a
circular path). This is not a new thing, but something that has been recognized for
millennia. Most are likely familiar with the term ying-yang and its circular icon of cycle
imagery filled with a white and black tear drop reflecting an eternal push and pull of
polar-opposite forces.
In Biblical terms, the created order of the heavens and the earth are encompassed by a
circle. And the polar-opposite forces in the circle of creation are the order, light and will
of God pitted against chaos, darkness, and rebellion against the will of God. Paul noted
the latter forces in Ephesians 6:12 - …the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places.
The place God has chosen to resolve the heavenly conflict of willful obedience and
disobedience and end the cycle of darkness and light is on earth. And how God has
chosen to achieve victory is through mankind!!! The END of the cycle and story is
foreshadowed in Genesis 3:15 - I [God] will put enmity between you [the serpent] and
the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel.” The end of the cycle of this conflict is elimination of the serpent,
death, and hell and the populating of the Eternal State of Revelation 21 and 22 with
people who have believed and trusted in God alone.
What we see in the Bible narrative and witness thru history is that within the larger cycle
which originated at the beginning when the heavens and earth were created and ends
when a new heaven and earth will be created, there are mini-cycles forming culture,
society, and religious practices. Most in these mini-cycles rebel against God in darkness
following their own will and desires in the world leading death. A far minority in these minicycles surrender their will and desires to the light of God trusting not in this world but
looking forward to the world to come. Jesus notes this in Matthew 7:13-14 - “Enter by the
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narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those
who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life,
and those who find it are few.
The mini-cycle we see playing out in this mini-series started when Israel crossed the Jordan
on conquest. The mini-cycle ended when Israel was kicked out of the land by God at the
end of Kings and Chronicles and reintroduced to the land in Ezra and Nehemiah. Israel
began their mini-cycle conquest into the land on a spiritual and emotional high running
headlong into whatever awaited them trusting that God would deliver on his promises.
After a few years, Israel conquered sufficiently to sit back and look in comfort and luxury
at what had been accomplished and think to themselves that’s enough. They pushed
away from their covenantal commitments with God, having forgotten the LORD, and
didn’t know what God had done for them.
Now a little off balance they look to the nations in the area for support. The nations pull
Israel and teach them to live in their world of gods and idols. God elicits help from Israel’s
enemies to push them off balance again and pulls them back toward himself. The
pushing and pulling spun down over centuries until Israel’s wickedness and rebellion
against God became so bad he pushed back hard and dispersed the northern kingdom
of Israel into the lands of Assyria, and deported a remnant of the southern kingdom of
Judah to Babylon. The mini-cycle ended when God returned the exiles back to Jerusalem
where they rebuilt the temple and repaired the walls and gates of the city. And another
mini-cycle began…
Here in 2022, we may be nearing the end of a mini-cycle started at the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead. This mini-cycle is known as the church age. This mini-cycle will end
when Jesus returns to resurrect all the dead who are in Christ, and to harpotzo, snatch
out of the world (rapture) all those still alive in Christ at that time. The mini-cycle that
follows the church age is known as the Great Tribulation, when Jesus returns to judge the
world in righteousness, and rescue the remnant of Israel still in the world.
There are almost seven times more prophetic texts which speak of the end of the church
age mini-cycle and the Great Tribulation to come than spoke of Jesus’ first coming. And
we can tell we’re nearing the end of our current mini-cycle by two major prophetic
events. The first major prophetic event was a global conflict which pitted nations of the
world against each other; WWI. WWII was not something new, but just a continuation of
unfinished business experienced in WWI. The second major prophetic event that
occurred after WWII was the reestablishment of the nation of Israel in the promised land
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in 1948. And the recognition of Israel as a sovereign nation by nations of the world. Never
in the history of the world has a dissolved nation been restored and recognized. Israel
being reconstituted after 2000 years of absence is unique and prophetic.
The pace of the closing of the church age mini-cycle is quickening as witnessed by the
global transformations occurring before our eyes. These global transformations began
societally and culturally about four hundred years ago when the reformers pushed
against the Roman Catholic Church as the sole source of scriptural truth. At the same
time science and philosophy pushed against the idea of God by adopting naturalism
and materialism (there is only a physical realm and all things, including creation and life,
can be explained by natural causes).
The effects of these two pushes in religion and in science and philosophy began to
assimilate and integrate near the end of the 19th century (1800’s) and into the early 20th
century (1900’s). The proponents of this assimilation and integration boasted that
mankind was on the verge of ending all wars and finding cures for all diseases. Their
boasting was short lived as the bloodletting began making the 20th century the bloodiest
century by far in human history. Estimates are over 180 million people were killed in the
20th century by wars and communist revolution murders and genocides.
Synthesis of the push in religion and the push in science and philosophy occurred after
WWII. The synthesis in religion resulted in the abandonment of the Bible as a reliable and
trustworthy source for determining truth in faith practices, societal governance, laws,
morals and ethics.
The synthesis in science resulted in Darwinian evolutionary theory being accepted and
promoted to explain the creation of life and theories in particle physics accepted and
promoted to explain the creation of the cosmos. In science it was accepted and
promoted the idea of God was irrelevant.
The synthesis in philosophy resulted in the abandonment of 2400 years of Western
Philosophy and adoption of an anti-philosophy paradigm (post-modernism). Philosophy
is the intellectual endeavor for answering questions about such things as life, meaning,
purpose, spirituality, morals and ethics. Post-modernism is atheistic and says those
questions are nonsensical and unanswerable in a universal sense.
Over the past thirty years globally in synchronicity with synthesis of the pushes in religion
and in science and philosophy, governments, multinational corporations, and Big-Tech
have eliminated the mention of God as the source of any truth, human rights, and
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individual freedoms. God is irrelevant and the mere mention of God is being more widely
accepted as hate speech. Mankind rules the earth; there is no God.
The world has abandoned believing there are universal transcendent principles that
guide any aspect of individual or societal constructs. Post-modernism affirms there are
only individual preferences, and all preferences are equally valid. How this is looks in
practice is we used to think there was a right way to live; and conversely a wrong way to
live. Today, the thought is there is no wrong way to live. This is not a tenable position for
societal existence and opens wide the door for the state in concert with multinational
corporations and Big Tech to intervene where their control is not already established.
So what does all this have to do with Christianity today? Everything, as it is foreshadowed
in what we’ve just covered in our mini-series. I’ll address these materials in far greater
detail on future mini-series, Lord willing. You’ll understand this as I continue.
Jesus had the Apostle John write seven letters to seven churches. These letters are found
in Revelation Chapters 2 and 3. Most scholars believe these were literal churches present
at the time of John’s recording of Jesus’ Revelation. As history has unfolded over the past
1900 years since these letters were written, scholars and others have recognized the
content of the letters align neatly and chronologically with specific times and events in
church history. The visible church today aligns clearly with the seventh and last church
Jesus addressed, the church of Laodicea.
Jesus tells the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:15-16 - “‘I know your works: you are
neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16 So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. This sounds like
language Jesus could have used against the northern and southern kingdoms of Israel
before God cast them out of the land.
Time to turn around and head toward the beach house. I’ve got a bit more to throw out
that will keep us on the back porch and around the coffee pot this morning.
Since the reformation, Christendom has experienced the formation of denominational
churches which have historically held in common essential matters of Christian faith and
differed over hold specific doctrinal interpretations of scripture. While the major
denominations have had chaotic and stressful relationships with one another from time
to time, they typically acknowledge their differences are over doctrinal interpretations
and not the inspiration and reliability of the scriptures. This position on the scriptures gave
each firm footing in their interpretation and beliefs. Over the past 100 years splits within
major mainline denominations occurred as the seminaries producing their pastors and
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priests began questioning the reliability of the scriptures. The pace of denominational
splits has quickened over the past twenty years as changes in cultural and pulpit
acceptance of what the Bible clearly identifies as sin has entered the local churches.
The two most recent splits would include a large group of conservative Episcopalians
breaking away from the Episcopal Church to join the Anglican Communion in 2008 after
the Episcopal Church ordained an openly gay bishop. In 2022 the United Methodist
Church split over differences in opinion on open acceptance in the church of LBGTQ
and related lifestyle choices. There are many more potential denominational splits
coming as these culturally sensitive issues filter through their respective governing bodies.
Why do I bring all this up? I want you to discern, if possible, the stand firm position you are
going take as you encounter the twin cyclones of disruption in the world, at home, in your
workplace, and in church. The first cyclone is the reality of living in a post-modern world
increasing controlled by mankind who say God is irrelevant. The second cyclone is the
reality of culturally sensitive issues on gender identity tearing apart the coherent fabric of
Christian faith as the scriptures are being viewed as unreliable and some say hateful.
Let’s take this back to our mini-series. Tiring of fighting, and getting cushy in the land, the
tribes of Israel stopped devoting to destruction the nations in the land God commanded
them to eliminate. The consequence from God was immediate. Judges 2:1-5 - Now the
angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from
Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I said, ‘I will never
break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall make no covenant with the inhabitants of
this land; you shall break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. What is
this you have done? 3 So now I say, I will not drive them out before you, but they shall
become thorns in your sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you.” 4 As soon as the
angel of the LORD spoke these words to all the people of Israel, the people lifted up their
voices and wept. 5 And they called the name of that place Bochim. And they sacrificed
there to the LORD.
The angel of the LORD called the people out on their disobedience. The people lifted-up
their voices and wept and sacrificed to the LORD; but did they repent and obey? NO.
The Israelites abandoned God after Joshua and his generation died and another
generation of Israel arose that did not know the LORD or what he had done for Israel.
Once seemingly freed from the LORD, as they did not know the LORD, they ran headlong
into the sex, drugs, and rock and roll of the locals. And God let them run…
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Looking back at the Israelites, there situation, and response in comparison to what we
are observing today, both are demonstrating the same mini-cycle of sin and rebellion for
which all mankind will be held accountable to God. For a season, there were Israelites
who knew God existed, saw his mighty works, heard his voice, knew he miraculously
provided manna from heaven and water from rocks, knew what the covenant with God
said and required, agreed to live under the conditions of the covenant, and saw all the
promises of God in the conquest fulfilled. Yet once secure in the promised land and
concerned with the daily struggles of living Israel did not pass on what they knew about
the LORD or what he’d done to their children. The children bore the consequences.
The basis of the covenant with Israel they were supposed to be teaching their children
were the ten commandments. Additional laws and statutes were also given to Moses
which clarified these commandments in a myriad of circumstances and settings. Let’s
review the first three commandments which have direct application to what we find
happening during the conquest narratives and today. Exodus 20:2-6 – [1] 2 “I am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
[2] 3 “You shall have no other gods before me. [3] 4 “You shall not make for yourself a
carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to them or
serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but
showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
Israel’s failure to fully obey the command to destroy all the idols and places of worship in
the land prompted the angel of the LORD’s rejection of them. And what do we see them
doing immediately after this snubbing. Judges 2:11-13 - And the people of Israel did what
was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD,
the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went after
other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed
down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned the LORD
and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth.
Thinking of the first Commandment, we are not Israel and we weren’t freed from Egyptian
bondage. Believers have experienced a far more significant Exodus then Israel. God sent
Jesus into the world to die and in that death pay the full penalty for all the sins of mankind.
God drew you to Jesus, enabled you to believe in Jesus, and through your belief in Jesus
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set you free from sin, death, and enslavement to the devil. John 8:36 - So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed. I ask, do you believe and appreciate what Jesus did?
Thinking of the second Commandment, we don’t have gods in the sense the ancient
world had gods, or do we? Think again, we are surrounded by gods and idols that
demand our daily if not moment by moment attention; and punishment if we do not
properly appease. Or asked another way, what in the world is separating you from daily
intimacy with the Father through Jesus. Just type in “gods and idols today” on Google
and you’ll get the idea. So, the question becomes, while I’ve been set free, in my
freedom do I willingly allow myself to be enslaved by what I’ve been set free from as
opposed to willingly serve the one who set me free? Or, if you were to appear before
God today for an annual review, how would you score on the second Commandment?
Thinking of the third commandment, is there something you’ve made or purchased that
you worship and give honor and credit for anything you’ve ever done or achieved? Is
there anything or anyone you bow in homage to maintain your status?
These questions are not to bring the feeling of guilt and condemnation as both are absent
if you are in Christ. Rather, the Holy Spirit who indwells you empowers you to want to live
in accordance with God’s will, and how we know how we’re doing is to reflect upon
what God audibly spoke to Israel. You could say Israel heard it from God himself without
a middle man or an interpreter. The Holy Spirit will speak to you the same way!!!
To show you this isn’t about the LAW, let’s go back to the garden where only Adam and
Eve were walking with God in the Garden of Eden. God gave Adam the command not
to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for on the day he eats of it
he would surely die. I’m a math and numbers guy, so the equation from God would be:
Adam + eating forbidden fruit = death
Two of the integers are recognized (i.e. Adam and eating forbidden fruit). The meaning
of the third integer, death, we still have difficulty defining exactly what death means,
even with the scriptures. I’m assuming the same difficulty of meaning existed with Adam
and Eve. But no matter their limited understanding; Adam knew that if he ate the
forbidden fruit he was going to experience death – whatever that meant.
Into the scene walks a wildcard (the serpent) who asks Eve a deceiving question. Did
God say you could not eat from any tree in the garden? The serpent just gave Eve the
sense the serpent knew God and possibly misunderstood their situation, so she clarified it.
No, God said we are free to eat from any tree except the tree of knowledge of good
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and evil, we can’t eat or touch it or we will die? The serpent deceives again, God didn’t
mean you would die, you would just be like him knowing good and evil. The serpent has
just changed the equation.
Adam + eating forbidden fruit = being like God knowing good and evil
Of course we know and are still suffering today the end of the story. The question for Eve,
and Adam who was standing with her was: Who do I believe? God tells me not to eat
and the result is something I’m sure I’ll get but I’m not too sure what that is. The serpent
tells me the result is going to be something I recognize, to be like God. And doesn’t God
want us to be like him?
But that’s still not the end of the story that we see unfold later in Genesis 3. God reveals
that Adam must be removed from the garden to keep him from reaching out his hand
and eating from the tree of life and living forever in his fallen state. So, we have another
equation given and revealed, but post fall of Adam.
Adam + eating from the tree of life = eternal life
The rest of human history involves either believing God or believing the lie. Believing God
means doing what he commands. Believing the lie means enslavement to the devil and
following the practices of the world. It will be revealed later in the scriptures that rebellion
and sin are a pattern of the human heart, and that without an intervention by God we
are eternally lost in our transgressions and sins. God used Israel to demonstrate to the
nations the extent of the lostness of mankind (i.e. God’s own people rejected God).
Let’s get back to today. Many will say that the God of the Old Testament has been
replaced by Jesus in the New Testament. We are under a “New” covenant with Jesus
that replaced the Old Covenant and it’s God. Jesus gave a new command to love one
another as Jesus loved us, unconditionally.
Let me ask, is it love to tell someone they are saved and can openly reject God, disregard
his scriptures that give life, and promote actions and lifestyles completely contrary to the
word of God? That question prompts a couple of new equations.

Person + Faith in Jesus = Salvation acting out in Love in submission to the will of God
Person + Faith in Jesus = Salvation acting out in Love in submission to human free will
[doing as we see best in our own eyes]
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As a believer, let me ask you which equation is of God and which equation is a lie of the
serpent. Both involve love in submission. And these are exactly the questions many
Christian denominations globally are struggling over to answer.
There are three takeaways from this mini-series we need to remember. First, God provided
Israel everything they needed to succeed on their conquest including the angel of the
LORD going before them to soften up their targets. Second, God absolutely fulfilled
without fail every promise he made to Israel for their good and success. Third, Israel
abandoned God to pursue the sex, drugs, and rock & roll of the gods and idols of the
nations, in direct opposition/rebellion to the first three commandments, once they were
in the land and secure. What happened following Israel’s rebellion fulfilled the prophetic
text of God said was going to happen exactly.
There is a reason prophetically in Scripture why knowing what happened to Israel and
why is important for us to know in 2022. Just as we’ve seen prophecies made and kept in
the narratives of Israel, there are prophecies concerning the church in the days we are
currently living. And these prophecies have stated endings that will be fulfilled. The
prophecy that is most applicable to this mini-series is the Revelation 3 passage we
discussed earlier where Jesus noted there is coming a day when he will spit the luke-warm
visible church out of his mouth. This means that we are going to see things get far worse
in the visible church and not better. And that God is purposefully allowing that to fulfill
the days he has planned ahead for the world.
As believers, we are told to stand firm in our faith no matter the circumstances. Jesus is
going to shake everything that can be shaken in heaven and on earth. Remember Jesus
words to build our house on the rock and not on sand. Do not be deceived by the serpent
or his agents who call what is evil good and what is good evil. Now is the time to make
sure your foundation is secure and that those around you have had the opportunity to
accept Jesus.
Speaking of houses build on sand, the beach house and coffee are within sight. What’s
that? Can you come up here and ask me as I can’t hear you over the surf. I think I got
that, but let me take a moment to explain to the others what I’m talking about. Ken was
asking how does a person know for sure they have saving faith in Jesus? Great question
Ken, are there others who a curious about the answer? Wow, that was more hands than
I expected, but then again, I’m always curious myself about how others answer that
question. So with your permission, I’d like to answer it before we get back.
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First, this is a double edged question. Can a person know and believe in someone without
that someone knowing them? For example I know my pastor and believe he really is who
he says he is as I see him every Sunday. But does my pastor really know me? The reason
this is important is Jesus used it as an example in the sermon on the mount. Matthew 7:2123 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me,
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and
do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’
Here we see people who call Jesus Lord, do miraculous works in his name, but do not do
the will of his Father. Jesus said these people will never enter the kingdom of heaven;
why? Because Jesus “never knew them.” He tells them to depart and calls them workers
of lawlessness. But surely in the eyes of everyone around them looked like zealots of Jesus.
Jesus puts it another way in Luke 6:46 - “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,' and not do what
I tell you? There’s a whole lot of obedience stuff here that is critical, but who wants to
hear about any of that.
Jesus just seems to be obsessed with obedience. John 14:21, 23-24 - Whoever has my
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him; 23 “If anyone loves
me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and
make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words.
Here’s that obedience thing again; it’s almost like Jesus expects those who know him to
know what he wants, and willingly do what he wants, and not do what they’d rather be
doing. I’m not talking about “doing work” but living in obedience to his words.
What can ever make a person give up their own life and will to do the will of another in
their “life.” We only have one life to live, do I live my own or live the life of another? I’ll cut
right to the meat and fill in the details up at the beach house we’re quickly approaching.
Paul says you are saved if you confess with your mouth, Jesus is LORD, and believe in your
heart Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus said for a person to believe in him means the person
must be born again. Being born again is a God thing when He sends the Holy Spirit into a
believers heart. And as a public demonstration of their new life in Christ, all believers are
encouraged to get baptized which symbolizes their death and burial in this life and
resurrection with Christ for the remainder of this life and the life to come.
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What you see in someone saved and born again is not the old person, but rather a new
creation born again in the Spirit willingly doing the Fathers will. Old life and desires are
gone, new life and new desires have come. I think you’ll see here why all that obedience
stuff begins to make sense. I think this is also the reason Paul tells us to make sure we
haven’t believed in vain. Meaning while we say we believe and do works to demonstrate
our faith, that faith is in vain if Jesus doesn’t know us; hasn’t revealed himself to us.
Look we’re back at the beach house just like I promised. What’s that? Hold on a second
everyone, let me find out what Julian’s asking. Julian just asked if I’d baptize him in the
surf, as he has never experienced baptism since he came to faith. If ya’ll wouldn’t mind
hanging here for a second, and being witnesses for Julian, I’d appreciate it. What? Susan
want’s to be baptized also; anyone else? Come on up, I can’t here you.
Sorry for the delay everyone, but PRAISE JESUS for extended time!! I just talked with
Bobby’s guest Parker. Parker does the maintenance at the beach house and was curious
about Jesus so I asked Bobby to meet with him. He and Parker have been meeting for a
couple of weeks. Parker just told Bobby something pretty special. Parker, do you mind if I
say it? Parker told Bobby on the way back that while we were walking and talking he
heard another voice in his head speaking to him. He knew the voice was Jesus, and that
Jesus knew him and his sin. Parker said he began to cry and asked Jesus to leave him as
he was a sinful man. Jesus told Parker he’d taken care of that sin on the cross and asked
if he would accept his free gift of salvation. Parker said yes and grabbed Bobby hugging
and crying as we walked on. Given I’ve been walking backward, I knew something was
up, but I didn’t want to interrupt their moment so I kept going. Now Parker wants to get
baptized as well.
Can we all just give a shout of praise to God our Father and our Savior and LORD Jesus
Christ for doing far above all we could think or imagine on this beach walk today.
Now for those getting baptized, come out to meet me one at a time just in front of the
first sandbar. The rest, make sure you give a great shout out to God as your brothers and
sisters publicly demonstrate through baptism their faith in Jesus.
Was that awesome or what. Let’s get up the stairs and celebrate with some serious coffee
and latte drinks. Remember when we started, I said I’d walk on the water to Jesus if he
called. Little did I know He would lead me into the water to baptize my brothers and
sisters. I’m always in awe of his good pleasure.
Here’s my parting question for you. Based upon what you know that God allowed the
Israelites to experience, rebellion and apostasy and God fulfilling his word to destroy them
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when they did, are you still wondering what’s going on in the visible church today? Jesus
said He would spit the lukewarm church out of his mouth. That means the visible church
is going to become lukewarm, if it isn’t already. Make sure you are in a hot church that
knows what Jesus commanded and simply be led by the Spirit to do what he says. Jesus
is coming back soon. May we all be found doing our masters business when he arrives.
Our next episode will be introducing what’s called the Wisdom literature in the Bible from
Job to Song of Songs, with a special emphasis on the Fear of the LORD.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters

14

