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Welcome to Episode #046 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our sixth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Conquest and Fall of a Nation. On this episode we’ll look at the
books of Ezra and Nehemiah which describes the return of the exiles from captivity to
rebuild the temple and the walls of Jerusalem; and the book of Esther that reveals the
plight and supernatural protection of the Jews since losing their homeland.
Covering three books in a single podcast means we’ll be moving fast and passing over
a lot more than we’ll address. We’ll stick to the main Bible story-line we’ve been tracking
in these mini-series. Genesis 3:15 tells us there is an offspring of the woman coming who
will crush the head of the serpent, and the serpent will bruise his heel. The lineage of the
offspring was first identified by God’s covenant with Abraham. Then identified with the
tribe of Judah and the nation of Israel. Later, the lineage of the offspring narrowed to a
physical descendant of King David. And then something really bad happened.
It is amazing to see in the Bible that from the time Israel first stepped foot into in the
promised land they were never in full agreement or submission to the covenant God
made with them at Horeb. We saw in our last episode (#045) covering 1 & 2 Chronicles,
while the narrative puts a good spin on the faithful kings of the south, most of the people
never seemed more than tepid. And as soon as a good king died, the people quickly
threw off emotional ascents and dove deeper into apostasy than they knew before.
God warned the people repeatedly through the writings of Moses and contemporary
prophets of God, that if they forsook God to worship and the serve the gods and idols of
the nation’s he would bring on them all the curses promised in the book of Deuteronomy.
They heard, acted in rebellion and presumption, and turned away from God to pursue
the gods and idols of the nations. God saw, allowed their wickedness to reach fullness,
and then responded by allowing wicked enemies to invade and capture the promised
land.
The apostate people of the northern kingdom of Israel were either killed in an Assyria
invasion or permanently dispersed among the nations. Over a hundred years later, the
southern kingdom was defeated by Babylon, a lot of infrastructure destroyed, massive
numbers of people killed, and a remnant of survivors taken captive to Babylon. Did a
remanent of the line of David survive?
We’ll begin our journey today looking at a couple of key prophetic texts. Throughout
Israel’s history, prophets of God would guide the people, reminding them of ways to
remain faithful to God and his covenant. They would also rebuke the people and speak
of God’s coming judgment for disobedience and failure to heed warnings. Isaiah the
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prophet had prophesied to the southern kingdom that they would be taken into captivity
by Babylon. And the prophet Jeremiah let the people know how long they would be
there.
Jeremiah 23:8-12 Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: “Because you have not listened
to my words, 9 I will summon all the peoples of the north and my servant Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon,” declares the LORD, “and I will bring them against this land and its
inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy them and
make them an object of horror and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. 10 I will banish from
them the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of
millstones and the light of the lamp. 11 This whole country will become a desolate
wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 12 “But when
the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon and his nation, the land of
the Babylonians, for their guilt,” declares the LORD, “and will make it desolate forever.
On our last episode, I read the ending to the book of 2 Chronicles that gave proof of the
fulfillment of Jeremiah. Isaiah actually identified the king who would release Israel back
into the land 150 years before the event. Isaiah 44:28 - who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my
shepherd and will accomplish all that I please; he will say of Jerusalem, “Let it be rebuilt,”
and of the temple, “Let its foundations be laid.” The fulfillment of this prophecy is found
in the opening verses of the book of Ezra. Isaiah 45:1 - “This is what the LORD says to his
anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of to subdue nations before him and to
strip kings of their armor, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: Isaiah
45:13 - I will raise up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He will
rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or reward, says the LORD
Almighty.”
Ezra 1:1-7 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD
spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a
proclamation throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 2 “This is what Cyrus king
of Persia says: “ ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any
of his people among you may go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the
LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God be with them.
4 And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them
with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple
of God in Jerusalem.’ ” 5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests
and Levites—everyone whose heart God had moved—prepared to go up and build the
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house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 6 All their neighbors assisted them with articles of silver
and gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill
offerings. 7 Moreover, King Cyrus brought out the articles belonging to the temple of the
LORD, which Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from Jerusalem and had placed in the
temple of his god.
As we’ve seen on previous episodes, genealogies of the Israelites were important as they
tied back to their family tribe and inheritance in the land. Or in the case of the Aaron
and the Levites, their role in the priesthood or care for the tabernacle respectively. Such
a genealogy is presented at the beginning of Ezra listing those returning to Jerusalem out
of captivity in Babylon.
Ezra 2:64-70 The whole assembly together was 42,360, 65 besides their 7,337 male and
female slaves; and they also had 200 male and female singers. 66 They had 736 horses,
245 mules, 67 435 camels and 6,720 donkeys. 68 When they arrived at the house of the
LORD in Jerusalem, some of the heads of the families gave freewill offerings toward the
rebuilding of the house of God on its site. 69 According to their ability they gave to the
treasury for this work 61,000 darics of gold, 5,000 minas of silver and 100 priestly garments.
70 The priests, the Levites, the musicians, the gatekeepers and the temple servants settled
in their own towns, along with some of the other people, and the rest of the Israelites
settled in their towns.
Once everyone got settled, they built an alter and began offering the sacrifices required
in the book of the Law. Then preparations for beginning the reconstruction of the temple
began. Ezra 3:10-13 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD,
the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with
cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as prescribed by David king of Israel. 11
With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: “He is good; his love toward Israel
endures forever.” And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because
the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the older priests and
Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw
the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy. 13 No one
could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the
people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away.
This reconstruction was not without opposition of those occupying Jerusalem at the time.
The Israelites were approached by some of the local leaders who suggested they build
the temple together; an offer which the Jews passed. Soon the locals began to intimidate
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and discourage the Jews, even bribing false counselors to frustrate their plans. Finally, the
locals wrote a letter to king Artaxerxes.
Ezra 4:12-16 To King Artaxerxes, From your servants in Trans-Euphrates: 12 The king should
know that the people who came up to us from you have gone to Jerusalem and are
rebuilding that rebellious and wicked city. They are restoring the walls and repairing the
foundations. 13 Furthermore, the king should know that if this city is built and its walls are
restored, no more taxes, tribute or duty will be paid, and eventually the royal revenues
will suffer. 14 Now since we are under obligation to the palace and it is not proper for us
to see the king dishonored, we are sending this message to inform the king, 15 so that a
search may be made in the archives of your predecessors. In these records you will find
that this city is a rebellious city, troublesome to kings and provinces, a place with a long
history of sedition. That is why this city was destroyed. 16 We inform the king that if this city
is built and its walls are restored, you will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphrates.
The king had a search done and found the city had a sorted history of domination in the
area and ordered the worked stopped until further notice. With force, the Jews were
constrained from continuing. That is until the prophets Haggai and Zechariah supported
the people and got the work started again. This prompted another letter writing
campaign; this time to King Darius.
Ezra 5:7-17 To King Darius: Cordial greetings. 8 The king should know that we went to the
district of Judah, to the temple of the great God. The people are building it with large
stones and placing the timbers in the walls. The work is being carried on with diligence
and is making rapid progress under their direction. 9 We questioned the elders and asked
them, “Who authorized you to rebuild this temple and to finish it?” 10 We also asked them
their names, so that we could write down the names of their leaders for your information.
11 This is the answer they gave us: “We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth,
and we are rebuilding the temple that was built many years ago, one that a great king
of Israel built and finished. 12 But because our ancestors angered the God of heaven, he
gave them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldean, king of Babylon, who
destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon. 13 “However, in the first year
of Cyrus king of Babylon, King Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this house of God. 14 He
even removed from the temple of Babylon the gold and silver articles of the house of
God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to
the temple[fn] in Babylon. Then King Cyrus gave them to a man named Sheshbazzar,
whom he had appointed governor, 15 and he told him, ‘Take these articles and go and
deposit them in the temple in Jerusalem. And rebuild the house of God on its site.’16 “So
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this Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of the house of God in Jerusalem. From
that day to the present it has been under construction but is not yet finished.” 17 Now if
it pleases the king, let a search be made in the royal archives of Babylon to see if King
Cyrus did in fact issue a decree to rebuild this house of God in Jerusalem. Then let the
king send us his decision in this matter.
King Darius had a search made of the archives and there was found a memorandum.
Ezra 6:3-12 In the first year of King Cyrus, the king issued a decree concerning the temple
of God in Jerusalem: Let the temple be rebuilt as a place to present sacrifices, and let its
foundations be laid. It is to be sixty cubits[fn] high and sixty cubits wide, 4 with three
courses of large stones and one of timbers. The costs are to be paid by the royal treasury.
5 Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from
the temple in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, are to be returned to their places in the
temple in Jerusalem; they are to be deposited in the house of God. 6 Now then, Tattenai,
governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and you other officials of that
province, stay away from there. 7 Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God.
Let the governor of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God on its site. 8
Moreover, I hereby decree what you are to do for these elders of the Jews in the
construction of this house of God: Their expenses are to be fully paid out of the royal
treasury, from the revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not stop. 9 Whatever
is needed—young bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, and
wheat, salt, wine and olive oil, as requested by the priests in Jerusalem—must be given
them daily without fail, 10 so that they may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven
and pray for the well-being of the king and his sons. 11 Furthermore, I decree that if
anyone defies this edict, a beam is to be pulled from their house and they are to be
impaled on it. And for this crime their house is to be made a pile of rubble. 12 May God,
who has caused his Name to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a hand
to change this decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. Let
it be carried out with diligence.
The letter from King Darius had a positive effect and the temple decreed by God and by
decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia the house was finished in the
sixth year of Darius the king. The people offered sacrifices with the priests and Levites in
service to God at Jerusalem. Passover and the feast of unleavened bread were
celebrated by the exiles with joy as God had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to aid
them and their work on the house of God.
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Ezra the priest and well-respected teacher of the Law requested King Artaxerxes to send
him to Jerusalem. He was accompanied by a host of others also desiring to go.
Genealogies of those returning with Ezra are provided in the text.
King Artaxerxes not only sent him, but provided for him by letter decree cart blanch
access to whatever resources were needed to be paid for by the treasurers of transEuphrates. He ends his letter as follows: Ezra 7:25-27 25 And you, Ezra, in accordance with
the wisdom of your God, which you possess, appoint magistrates and judges to
administer justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws of your
God. And you are to teach any who do not know them. 26 Whoever does not obey the
law of your God and the law of the king must surely be punished by death, banishment,
confiscation of property, or imprisonment. The law of God was now the law of the land.
When Ezra arrived things were not quite as he expected. It was reported to him that many
of the people, led by the foremost leaders, had intermarried with people God had
forbidden and now had children by them. Ezra tore his garment and openly wept until
late in the afternoon. The prayer he prays is very informative of the situation.
Ezra 9:5-15 Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic
and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the LORD my God 6
and prayed: “I am too ashamed and disgraced, my God, to lift up my face to you,
because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens. 7
From the days of our ancestors until now, our guilt has been great. Because of our sins,
we and our kings and our priests have been subjected to the sword and captivity, to
pillage and humiliation at the hand of foreign kings, as it is today. 8 “But now, for a brief
moment, the LORD our God has been gracious in leaving us a remnant and giving us a
firm place[fn] in his sanctuary, and so our God gives light to our eyes and a little relief in
our bondage. 9 Though we are slaves, our God has not forsaken us in our bondage. He
has shown us kindness in the sight of the kings of Persia: He has granted us new life to
rebuild the house of our God and repair its ruins, and he has given us a wall of protection
in Judah and Jerusalem. 10 “But now, our God, what can we say after this? For we have
forsaken the commands 11 you gave through your servants the prophets when you said:
‘The land you are entering to possess is a land polluted by the corruption of its peoples.
By their detestable practices they have filled it with their impurity from one end to the
other. 12 Therefore, do not give your daughters in marriage to their sons or take their
daughters for your sons. Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them at any time, that you
may be strong and eat the good things of the land and leave it to your children as an
everlasting inheritance.’ 13 “What has happened to us is a result of our evil deeds and
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our great guilt, and yet, our God, you have punished us less than our sins deserved and
have given us a remnant like this. 14 Shall we then break your commands again and
intermarry with the peoples who commit such detestable practices? Would you not be
angry enough with us to destroy us, leaving us no remnant or survivor? 15 LORD, the God
of Israel, you are righteous! We are left this day as a remnant. Here we are before you in
our guilt, though because of it not one of us can stand in your presence.”
The people gathered around Ezra and confessed their rebellion and agreed to do
whatever seemed best to him, including the putting away of their foreign wives. Ezra
organized hearings for the people involved and they identify by name all those who had
married foreign women. And that’s how the book of Ezra ends.
The book of Nehemiah picks up later. Nehemiah was cupbearer to King Artaxerxes and
had heard news the returned exiles were in great trouble and shame living in the broken
walls and burned gates of Jerusalem. He wept, mourned, and prayed for several days
before asking of God; Nehemiah 1:5-11 “LORD, the God of heaven, the great and
awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your
servant is praying before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I
confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed
against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the
commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 8 “Remember the
instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you
among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then even if your
exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to
the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 10 “They are your servants and your
people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let
your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant and to the prayer of your servants
who delight in revering your name. Give your servant success today by granting him favor
in the presence of this man.”
The favor of God was overwhelming. When asked by the king about his downcast
countenance, Nehemiah told him what was going on in Jerusalem. The king asked what
he wanted to do, and Nehemiah said to go rebuild the city. All the king asked next was
how long will you be gone. Nehemiah gave him a time-frame and the king sent him with
letters providing everything he needed to get the work done.
Once on-site and before telling anyone why he was there, Nehemiah scoped out the
condition of the walls and gates. Then he met with the leaders in Jerusalem to tell them
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what he wanted to do. Nehemiah 2:17-20 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we
are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 18 I also told them
about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said to me. They
replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.19 But when Sanballat the
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard about it, they
mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling
against the king?”20 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success.
We his servants will start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any
claim or historic right to it.”
This claim over the land and the battles over it continue even today in the settlement of
Israel in 2022.
So they started the work and began rebuilding the walls with each section being
adopted for repair by those living closest. Sanballat and Tobiah continued to harass
Nehemiah and the workers inciting locals to threaten physical violence. Nehemiah
stations guards around the walls, has half the workforce work and the other half stand
guard. Everyone working had a weapon in hand and was ready at any time to defend
the wall night and day.
Nehemiah then has to deal with local issues where the nobles of the Jews were taking
economic advantage and even enslaving their own people. He got that straightened
out. He also did not take advantage himself of the privileges he was afforded by being
the governor of the region; basically paying his own way, as well as the way of others
toward the effort of rebuilding the wall. On several occasions conspiracies were
launched to take Nehemiah down but they all failed.
Miraculously, the reconstruction of the wall was finished in only 52 days. Nehemiah had
the doors and gates installed and organized a guard system. The gates were not to be
opened until the sun was hot, and shut and locked before the guards went off duty.
Once completed, Ezra the priest brought out the book of the law to read it to the people.
From early morning to midday he read as other teachers helped the people understand
the meaning of the text. As the word began to sink in the people started to morn and
cry. Nehemiah, Ezra, and the priests assisting instructed the people not to cry as this was
a holy day. They were to eat and be glad for what they’ve heard. Part of what they’d
heard is that the month they were in (seventh month) the people were to celebrate the
feast of booths that commemorated their exodus from Egypt. They separated to prepare
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and regathered in sackcloth, ashes, and fasting to hear the reading of the law and to
confess their sins and the sins of their fathers. Given what we’ve covered so far in our miniseries through the Bible, the prayer spoken over the people.
Nehemiah 9:5-36 “Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all
blessing and praise. 6 You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest
heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in
them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you. 7 “You are
the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and
named him Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful to you, and you made a covenant
with him to give to his descendants the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Jebusites and Girgashites. You have kept your promise because you are
righteous. 9 “You saw the suffering of our ancestors in Egypt; you heard their cry at the
Red Sea.[fn] 10 You sent signs and wonders against Pharaoh, against all his officials and
all the people of his land, for you knew how arrogantly the Egyptians treated them. You
made a name for yourself, which remains to this day. 11 You divided the sea before them,
so that they passed through it on dry ground, but you hurled their pursuers into the depths,
like a stone into mighty waters. 12 By day you led them with a pillar of cloud, and by night
with a pillar of fire to give them light on the way they were to take. 13 “You came down
on Mount Sinai; you spoke to them from heaven. You gave them regulations and laws
that are just and right, and decrees and commands that are good. 14 You made known
to them your holy Sabbath and gave them commands, decrees and laws through your
servant Moses. 15 In their hunger you gave them bread from heaven and in their thirst
you brought them water from the rock; you told them to go in and take possession of the
land you had sworn with uplifted hand to give them. 16 “But they, our ancestors, became
arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did not obey your commands. 17 They refused to
listen and failed to remember the miracles you performed among them. They became
stiff-necked and in their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery.
But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding
in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 18 even when they cast for themselves an
image of a calf and said, ‘This is your god, who brought you up out of Egypt,’ or when
they committed awful blasphemies. 19 “Because of your great compassion you did not
abandon them in the wilderness. By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to guide them on
their path, nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on the way they were to take. 20 You
gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna from their
mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst. 21 For forty years you sustained them in
the wilderness; they lacked nothing, their clothes did not wear out nor did their feet
become swollen. 22 “You gave them kingdoms and nations, allotting to them even the
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remotest frontiers. They took over the country of Sihon[fn] king of Heshbon and the
country of Og king of Bashan. 23 You made their children as numerous as the stars in the
sky, and you brought them into the land that you told their parents to enter and possess.
24 Their children went in and took possession of the land. You subdued before them the
Canaanites, who lived in the land; you gave the Canaanites into their hands, along with
their kings and the peoples of the land, to deal with them as they pleased. 25 They
captured fortified cities and fertile land; they took possession of houses filled with all kinds
of good things, wells already dug, vineyards, olive groves and fruit trees in abundance.
They ate to the full and were well-nourished; they reveled in your great goodness. 26 “But
they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they turned their backs on your law.
They killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you; they
committed awful blasphemies. 27 So you delivered them into the hands of their enemies,
who oppressed them. But when they were oppressed they cried out to you. From heaven
you heard them, and in your great compassion you gave them deliverers, who rescued
them from the hand of their enemies. 28 “But as soon as they were at rest, they again did
what was evil in your sight. Then you abandoned them to the hand of their enemies so
that they ruled over them. And when they cried out to you again, you heard from
heaven, and in your compassion you delivered them time after time. 29 “You warned
them in order to turn them back to your law, but they became arrogant and disobeyed
your commands. They sinned against your ordinances, of which you said, ‘The person
who obeys them will live by them.’ Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, became
stiff-necked and refused to listen. 30 For many years you were patient with them. By your
Spirit you warned them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you gave
them into the hands of the neighboring peoples. 31 But in your great mercy you did not
put an end to them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and merciful God. 32 “Now
therefore, our God, the great God, mighty and awesome, who keeps his covenant of
love, do not let all this hardship seem trifling in your eyes—the hardship that has come on
us, on our kings and leaders, on our priests and prophets, on our ancestors and all your
people, from the days of the kings of Assyria until today. 33 In all that has happened to
us, you have remained righteous; you have acted faithfully, while we acted wickedly. 34
Our kings, our leaders, our priests and our ancestors did not follow your law; they did not
pay attention to your commands or the statutes you warned them to keep. 35 Even while
they were in their kingdom, enjoying your great goodness to them in the spacious and
fertile land you gave them, they did not serve you or turn from their evil ways. 36 “But see,
we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so they could eat its fruit
and the other good things it produces. 37 Because of our sins, its abundant harvest goes
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to the kings you have placed over us. They rule over our bodies and our cattle as they
please. We are in great distress.
The leaders of the people sign a covenant to walk in the ways of God’s Law written by
Moses. This obedience included the paying of tithes and offerings to support the priests
and Levites in their temple service. They have a huge dedication ceremony including
two great choirs for the completed wall. All seemed well so Nehemiah returned to King
Artaxerexes in Babylon.
After some time, Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem to check on things and soon found
out how quickly things digress under faulty leadership. As he reinstituted agreed upon
reforms it was with his heart steadfast on what God desires. On several occasions
Nehemiah asked God to remember him in favor, as he cleaned up the messes others
who knew better had made. And that ends the book of Nehemiah.
Esther is a unique book in the Bible in that it does not mention God at all in the narrative.
The period of Esther is between the times of the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. King
Artaxerxes was ruling in Susa and was holding a grand banquet. A refusal by his wife
Vashti to appear at the banquet resulted in her losing her crown. Through a series of
events Esther, the adopted daughter of her uncle Mordecai, was crowned queen in
Vashti’s place.
Mordecai was a Benjamite, a descendant of Kish. At some point before her marriage to
King Artaxerxes, Mordecai instructed Esther to not divulge she was a Jew. Esther and
Mordecai communicated through the officials responsible for the harem where Esther
was residing. One day while sitting at the king’s gate, Mordechai overheard two of the
guards discussing assassinating the king. He told Esther, Esther told the king, the king
investigated and had the two guards killed. Life seemed good.
Later, King Artaxerxes promoted one of his officials, Haman, above all the officials of his
court. The king commanded all the king’s servants to bow in Haman’s presence which
all did at the gate, except one, Mordecai. Repeatedly Mordecai was counseled but he
refused to bow the knee. Enraged, Haman sought to find out about Modecai and
discovered he was a Jew. Haman thought why kill one when you have the power to kill
them all in the kingdom.
Haman went to the king with a request to extinguish a rouge people in his land who
refused to bow in allegiance to the king. Haman even offered to pay for their
extermination. The king gave him Haman his signet ring and said don’t worry about the
money. Haman wrote letters in the kings name to all the provinces of the kingdom that
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on the 13th day of the 12th month (Adar), to destroy, kill, and annihilate all Jews, young
and old, women and children, and to plunder all their goods.
Mordechai heard of the plot and informed Esther that she needed to speak to the king
to halt the massacre. Initially she refused, but changed her mind by telling her; Esther
4:13-14 - “Do not think to yourself that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than
all the other Jews. 14 For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for
the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows
whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
With prayer and fasting, Esther appeared before the king who greeted her with pleasure;
up to half the kingdom what is your request. Esther asked the king and Haman to attend
a private banquet she had prepared for them. At the banquet, the king again asks to
hear her request. She tells the king she’ll reveal her request at a similar banquet for the
king and Haman the next day.
Haman goes home and boasts about his wealth, many honors, his kids, and the thorn in
his side Mordechai. His wife and friends encourage him to build a 75 foot gallows to hang
Mordechai. That night the king can’t sleep and has read to him some histories. One of
the histories was Mordechai’s revealing of the plot against the king. The king asks what
was done for Mordechai, and the reply was nothing.
The next morning, the king asks who was in the court; and the reply was Haman. The king
asks Haman what should be done for one the king wants to honor. Thinking the king
wanted to honor him, Haman suggested a very specific royal treatment display. To which
the king responded, Great, now go do everything just as you said to Mordechai.
Returning home from this awkward turn of events he tells his wife and friends what
happens and they say something very revealing, Esther 6:13 - “If Mordecai, before whom
you have begun to fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely
fall before him.” He doesn’t have time to respond as the kings servants were at his door
to take him to Esther’s banquet.
At the banquet, the king asks again of Esther’s request. This time she delicately, but plainly
asks that she and her people be saved from annihilation. The king asks who would do
such a thing? Esther replied, “A foe and enemy, This wicked Haman!” The king walked
out to think for a moment. Upon his return, Hamon was falling on the couch where Esther
was seated to beg for mercy. A sight to which the king remarked, Esther 7:8 - “Will he
even assault the queen in my presence, in my own house?”
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Immediately the kings eunich’s covered Hamon’s head and told the king Haman had
erected a 75 foot gallows on which he was going to hang Mordechi, who had saved the
king. The king ordered Mordechai be hanged on his own gallow.
The king gave Esther Mordechai’s estate. She told the king the back story about her and
Mordechai and asked if there was anything the king could do to stop Haman’s plot. The
king gave Mordechai the ring taken off Haman and told them to write letter’s as they
saw fit; as anything written by the king could not be overturned.
Mordechi wrote letters almost verbatim to Haman’s letters to tell the Jews to defend
themselves on the 13th of the 12th month. The Jews were to defend themselves, to destroy,
to kill and to annihilate any armed force or any people or province that might attack
them, women and children included, and to plunder their goods. These letters were sent
to all the provinces of the kingdom and were a cause of celebration among the Jews.
On the 13th day of Adar, the Jews in Susa and all over the kingdom defended themselves,
killing their enemies, but not taking any plunder. That day the king noted to Esther, 500
people had been killed by the Jews in Susa, any other requests. Esther requested one
more day of killing in Susa, on the 14th, which was granted, and 300 more were killed by
the Jews. In the provinces, 75,000 enemies of the Jews were killed; but they took no
plunder.
Mordechai and Esther established an official holiday in the kingdom to celebrate their
victory of their enemies. To this day, the Jews celebrate this deliverance known as Purim.
In the country they celebrate it on the 13th of Adar and in the city they celebrate the 13th
and 14th day of Adar.
The book concludes with Esther 10:2-3 And all the acts of his power and might, and the
full account of the high honor of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him, are they
not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 For Mordecai
the Jew was second in rank to King Ahasuerus, and he was great among the Jews and
popular with the multitude of his brothers, for he sought the welfare of his people and
spoke peace to all his people.
Whew, three books in one episode. Let’s review what we’ve covered today. In the book
of Ezra, we saw the fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy that captivity in Babylon would
only last seventy years. And the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah that identified Cyrus
as God’s chosen instrument for their return. While Cyrus released all the captives, only a
remnant returned immediately.
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The returning remnant, although with the kings edic and blessings, had difficulty with
opposition to rebuild the temple. Eventually, with some assistance from other MedoPersian kings, the temple was complete. Ezra the priest comes down with a cadre of
temple help and worship of God in a temple in Jerusalem began. This is called the second
temple period in biblical history. Missing from the temple is the ark of the Covenant which
was not taken to Babylon after the capture of Jerusalem. There is a lot of speculation
where it might be, but no one knows for sure.
Nehemiah involves the reconstruction of the wall and the setting of the gates around
Jerusalem fortifying the city. As with the temple opposition had to be overcome. And in
only 52 days, the wall miraculously was repaired and the doors and gates set in place.
The thing that was still broken were the hearts of men who continued to disregard the
laws, regulations, and statutes of the law. While Ezra and Nehemiah both tried to provide
a covenantal fix, that fix doesn’t come for another couple of hundred years when the
lamb of God pays the price.
Esther displays the work of God, even behind the scenes, to preserve his people from
annihilation. The destructive efforts of man to do away with the Jews always turn onthemselves. God is faithful even when we are not.
On our next episode we’re going to identify the major theological characters and
concepts revealed from the book of Joshua to the book of Esther, which covers Israel’s
time in the promised land. There is a lot there we need to know moving forward in the
story of the Bible.
Thank you for listening.
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