SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #029
New Beginnings
Genesis 8-9

Welcome to Episode #029 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is the fifth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Failure to Launch. We’ve covered the first seventeen hundred
years of human history following the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden of
Eden. We left off in the narrative at the end of Genesis Chapter 7 with Noah, his family,
and the animals in the ark drifting on the global seas that covered the earth for 150 days.
On this episode we’ll address the new beginnings for mankind found in Genesis Chapter
8 and 9, Genesis 8:1-5 – But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the
livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the waters
receded. 2 Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the heavens had been
closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. 3 The water receded steadily from
the earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, 4 and on
the seventeenth day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of
Ararat. 5 The waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of
the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible.
You may recall me mentioning the importance of very “specific” names, dates, events,
etc. in the text. The flood started on the seventeenth day of the second month (Gen.
7:11). On the seventeenth day of the seventh month, the water level had dropped
enough for the ark to come to rest on the mountains of Ararat. The 150 day span over a
five month period infers the use of a lunar calendar (30 days/month).
But there is something more significant here. It is recognized in Hebrew scriptures that the
Jews use two calendars. The first is a civil affairs lunar calendar that begins on the Jewish
new year, the first day of Tishri. This is the calendar being used in the book of Genesis. The
second is a religious lunar calendar that begins in the month of Nisan reflecting the
Passover in Exodus (see Exodus 12). Nisan is the seventh month in the civil affairs calendar.
Synthesizing these two calendar dates: The ark came to rest on the seventeenth day of
the seventh month of the civil calendar, and the seventeenth day of Nisan of the religious
calendar. Scripture indicates Jesus was crucified at Passover on the day the Passover
lambs were to be slain (the fourteenth day of Nisan). Three days later, Jesus rose from the
dead on the seventeenth day of Nisan. The seventeenth day of the seventh month of
the Genesis calendar. The exact day mankind was given new beginnings when the ark
came to rest on the mountains of Ararat.
Some could say this is just a coincidence; Jesus rising from the dead on the same day the
ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. But I say it is another fingerprint signature of
God. As we continue to examine the Word of God we will continue to encounter
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mysteries and the treasures of wisdom and knowledge God has had hidden in plain sight
for us to discover. And it is in the contemplation of a discovery like we’ve just made that
causes one to recognize about Jesus, his incarnation, life, death, burial, and resurrection
to name a few were all known since the beginning of all things. Jesus in obedience to His
father finished what he’d been sent to accomplish.
Sidebar note: It was reported in 2019 that Bible Archaeology, Search & Exploration
Institute (BASE Institute) had discovered in the mountains of Ararat (present day Iran)
something they believe may be the remains of the ark of Noah. Obviously, there is not a
lot left at the site to tell the tale, but it does bring this Biblical account back into the minds
of many.
And why might this discovery be important you ask? Because, Jesus specifically tells us
the sign of his second coming. Matthew 24:37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be
at the coming of the Son of Man.
When Noah is considered a fairy tale, there were no real days of Noah except in the mind
of the story-teller. However, if there were ark remains that affirm certain details of the
biblical account, perhaps some would read Jesus’ next words in Matthew 24:38-39 For in
the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about what
would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man.
I simply ask two questions: In our current world filled with pandemic extremists, climate
change evangelists, progressive socialist propogandists, communist superpower
expansionists, and antisemitic zealots pushing for the destruction of Israel – is anyone
curious of what God thinks about state of the heart of mankind? Is the world totally
oblivious to the reality that God is watching, or just in denial, or both?
In Genesis 8:6-13 we see from the initial landing of the ark on a mountain top until they
disembark the ark. With only an 18-inch opening between the top of the ark and it’s
covering, seeing the ground below the mountain top perch of the arc was likely difficult
if not impossible. We were told in Gen. 8:5 that the mountain tops did not become visible
until the first day of the tenth month, or 53 days after the arc landed.
Forty days after running aground, Noah began sending out birds (first a raven and then
a dove) to help indicate how the water was receding from the surface. Eventually a
dove brought back a freshly plucked olive leaf so Noah knew the water had receded
from the earth and vegetation was beginning to appear. On the first day of the first
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month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, Noah removed the covering of the ark and
saw the earth had become dry once again. We’ll pick up the narrative in verse 14.
Genesis 8:14-19 By the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was
completely dry. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife
and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature that is with you—
the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move along the ground—so they can
multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.” 18 So Noah came out,
together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 All the animals and all the
creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on
land—came out of the ark, one kind after another.
I cannot imagine there was no fear, panic, and/or claustrophobic angst on the ark while
the waters rose and rains fell in this historic flood. Then when the rains stopped, aimless
floating on surface of the water continued until their grounding 150 days after the flood
began. Now think about how you feel when your flight arrives on the tarmac outside your
arrival gate and the pilot says, we’ll be sitting here for a few moments. After about fifteen
minutes you may get antsy and ask something of the flight attendant. Now imagine sitting
there locked in for an additional 220 days before the gate clears.
I’m convinced that God must have supernaturally preserved them in the ark for these
370 days. The text says that all that got on the ark got off; not one was missing, not one
was added. With all those pairs and no offspring could it be that God put everyone and
everything into some form of suspended animation or hibernation during this period. Just
a thought.
Noah then builds an alter to the Lord and offer burnt sacrifices some of ALL the clean
animals and birds. Gen. 8:21-22 - The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his
heart: “Never again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every
inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all
living creatures, as I have done. 22 “As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never cease.
Chapter 9:1-7 [Add comments along the way], New Beginnings
Genesis 9:1-6 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and
increase in number and fill the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts
of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every creature that moves along the
ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your hands. 3 Everything that
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lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give
you everything. 4 “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 5 And for your
lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every
animal. And from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of
another human being. 6 “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be
shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind. 7 As for you, be fruitful and
increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.”
In Genesis 9:8-17 God establishes a covenant with Noah, his sons and their descendants,
and with every living creature that came out of the ark. God covenanted to never
destroy all life and the earth in a global flood. And the sign God gave of His covenant
with Noah and every living creature and all their generations to come was the rainbow
in the clouds of the sky. So whenever clouds and rain would appear on the earth, God
would remember His covenant not to destroy the earth by flood. He didn’t say that there
were not going to be massive regional floods, just not floods that would destroy the entire
earth again. And he didn’t say he wasn’t going to bring global judgment in the future,
just not by water. We are told elsewhere in the Bible, the next global judgment that wipes
out everything will be by fire.
We then encounter in Genesis 9:18-27 a strange account of Noah and his three sons.
Sometime after disembarking Noah gets drunk on wine from a vineyard he had planted,
and ended up naked and uncovered in his tent. Ham, Noah’s youngest and the father
of Canaan, saw his dad’s nakedness and reported it to his brothers who were outside.
Shem and Japheth took a garment and covered their father’s nakedness without seeing
his nakedness for themselves.
We learned in the account of Adam and Eve, that when Adam ate the fruit both their
eyes were opened and they realized they were naked and they covered themselves.
Later, God covers their nakedness with skins. Similarly, Shem and Japheth cover Noah’s
nakedness with a garment, likely made of skins.
When Noah awoke and found out what happened, he cursed Ham’s son Canaan, and
pledged him as the slave of Ham’s two older brothers, Shem and Japheth. This of course
is prophetic of the enslavement of the Canaanites by the Israelites centuries later. The
curse does not refer to other descendants of Ham who settle in Africa.
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We end Chapter 9 with the end of the “and then he died” genealogy begun in Genesis
5, where verse 5:32 was a cliff hanger - 32 After Noah was 500 years old, he became the
father of Shem, Ham and Japheth. Now we pick up the conclusion of this life in Genesis
9:28-29 - After the flood Noah lived 350 years. 29 Noah lived a total of 950 years, and then
he died.
Noah turns out to be the third oldest person presented in Scripture behind Methuselah
(696 yrs) and Jared (962 yrs). We’ll see pretty quickly after this the degeneration of long
life spans as the conditions on the earth have been dramatically altered by the flood
event.
What we’ve covered this episode included the landing of the ark on the mountains of
Ararat after 150 days. The landing day when life was reestablished on the surface of the
earth was the same day of the year Jesus rose from the dead nearly 2600 years later.
Jesus broke the power of death and opened the way to the kingdom of God. While
landed and safe, Noah and the rest in the ark had to wait an additional 220 days before
they could disembark and inherit the post flood world. Likewise, those who are now in
Christ are awaiting Jesus’ return and the creation of a new heavens and new earth post
tribulation where they will inherit the Kingdom of God prepared for them from before the
world began.
Noah built an alter and offered burnt offerings to the Lord. The Lord determined to never
curse the ground and destroy all the living creatures as He had done, even though the
heart of mankind was still inclined to evil since childhood. God blessed Noah and his sons,
commanding them to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth. He gave them dominion
over the animals who were now included in their food supply. God forbid mankind from
eating meat with the lifeblood still in it, and demanded the life (capital punishment) of
any man or animal who killed a person made in the image of God.
God then establishes a covenant with Noah, his family, and every living creature that
came out of the ark, never to destroy all surface life and the earth with a flood. For a sign
and reminder to God of His covenant He placed a rainbow in the clouds of the sky.
We then looked in on an interesting account of Noah naked in his tent after a wine
bender from his vineyard crop and being viewed by his youngest son Ham. Noah is
subsequently and lovingly covered by his other two sons Shem and Japheth. Noah curses
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Ham’s son Canaan to be a slave of his Ham’s brothers Shem and Japheth; a condition
which turns up later as the Canaanites are slaves within Israel.
And finally, we finished off the genealogy started in Genesis 5, with Noah dying at 950
years old.
On our next episode [#030] we’re going to look at the table of nations, their dispersion
upon the earth from the Tower of Babel, and the family of Abram.
Thank you for listening.
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