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Welcome to Episode #039 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our seventh of eight
episodes in our mini-series entitled, Rise of a Nation. On this episode, we are going to
synthesize as best we can the Book of the Law, the Pentateuch. These first five books of
the Bible were overviewed on previous episodes – Genesis (#033 & #034) , Exodus (#035),
Leviticus (#036), and Deuteronomy (#037).
Before we begin, let’s ask the question, What is the Bible? For the skeptic or unlearned,
the Bible seems to be a thick assembly of short disparate unrelated books about God.
Some are easy to read (i.e. historic narratives and wisdom literature) and some more
difficult to even begin to understand (prophetic and many New Testament texts). It
seems to them, people just pick and choose agreeable verses and piece together their
idea of a god of their own understanding. This is not the Bible!!
The Bible is a completely integrated revelation from God to mankind that tells in story
form God’s will and ultimate purpose for mankind. As the story unfolds, it answers the
ultimate questions mankind has pondered about origin, identity, purpose, morals, and
where we go when we die. And most importantly, it tells how mankind is separated from
God by sin and death and the Way God has provided for a person to go from death to
eternal life in Him.
Rather than viewing the Bible as text on a two-dimensional plane, start to see the text as
a three-dimensional hologram. Under illumination by the originator of the text (the Holy
Spirit) multidimensional themes, idioms, motifs, and mind-blowing spiritual wisdom and
knowledge are seen interlaced and fully integrated in it’s life or death story. God tells
plainly in the story that His desire is for mankind to choose life and inherit eternal benefits
rather than succumb to sin and death and inherit eternal destruction/torment.
The story in the Bible has at a minimum the following elements: 1) a beginning, 2)
characters, 3) a setting, 4) a plot, 5) a conflict, 6) a resolution, and 7) an end. Story
elements one to five are front loaded in the Pentateuch for the reader. In addition, villains
are added from the heavenly realm including a serpent, angels, and sons of God/gods
The remainder of the Old Testament deals with the reality that resolution of the conflict
intensified by heavenly-being influence is impossible without heavenly influence from
God. The Old Testament has no ending, rather openly admits the need for resolution.
The New Testament gospels reestablish the first five elements and reveal the resolution
hidden in the Old Testament texts. Jesus is the stories prophesied hero who rescues the
day and as the God/man defeats the corruptive heavenly influences. The letters and
epistles support the hero’s victory by revealing supporting hidden truths in the Old
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Testament and new revelations from the hero himself. Jesus provides the end of the story
and a vision of the glory of the eternal state in the book of Revelation.
With the story motif in mind, let’s take a look at what the Pentateuch is saying. We’ll first
establish the five story elements and examine proof texts to confirm. Then we will look for
the major themes that traverse the text to the very end.
Story Element One: A Beginning (i.e. How did it all start that we are living in consequence)
Not once upon a time, but rather, Gen. 1:1-2, In the beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. God spends
three days creating connected but separate life sustaining realms (sky, sea, and land)
and three days filling the created realms (heavenly lights and birds in the air; sea
creatures and fish of the sea and vegetation on the land; land animals, things that creep
and crawl, and mankind – male and female). Gen. 2:1-3 Thus the heavens and the earth
were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done.
3 So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all
his work that he had done in creation.
This creating upon the earth was not done in a vacuum, but witnessed by a host of
heavenly beings. God askes Job some questions about the creation Job 38:4-7, “Where
were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding… 7
when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? We will
see the importance of this notation in a moment.
Pinnacle of creation: Gen. 1:27-28, So God created man in his own image, in the image
of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them.
And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living
thing that moves on the earth.”
Psalm 8:3-8, When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the
stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son
of man that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly
beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You have given him dominion over the
works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7 all sheep and oxen, and
also the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever
passes along the paths of the seas.
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God created Adam on the earth from the dust of the ground. God placed Adam in what
is called the garden of God, the Garden of Eden, to work and care for the garden. God
planted in the midst of the garden two trees, the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. God commanded Adam not to eat from the tree of life or
he would surely die. Seeing Adam needed a helpmate, God put Adam to sleep and to
rib taken from Adam and created Eve. In the garden, God walked with God in their midst
while they cared for the garden.
A serpent appeared in the garden, deceived Eve to eat the forbidden fruit who then
gave the fruit to Adam who also ate it. Suddenly their eyes were opened, the realized
they were naked, and they hid from God (sin and death had entered the world). God
came upon the scene, took some field notes from Adam and Eve, and then addressed
the serpent. In his discourse to the serpent, God lays down the gauntlet and reveals how
the story ends. Genesis 3:15 I [God] will put enmity between you [the serpent] and the
woman [Eve], and between your and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel. God then reprimands Adam and Eve and drives them out of the
garden to work the ground from which Adam was taken so they would not eat from the
tree of life and live forever. God had the entrance back into the garden guarded with
by cherubim and a slashing flaming sword.
That is how the story begins.
Story Element Two: Characters
God the Creator, man created from the dust (Adam), woman created from Adam (Eve),
a serpent of unknown origin.
Story Element Three: A Setting
The universal setting would be the heavens and the earth. Don’t think of them as totally
separate, but rather distinct from each other yet integrally connected and viewed as a
whole. Next would be the earth, in distinction from the heavens, the place God worked
for six days to make habitual and from its dust created mankind. The third setting is the
garden of Eden, where God dwelled in active present presence with mankind; assigning
mankind to work the garden.
Story Element Four: A Plot
What we know so far is that something went down in the Garden of Eden that God
allowed, and which seems to have initiated an intended conflict.
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Story Element Five: A Conflict
Not a whole lot is known beyond Genesis 3:15 - I will put enmity between you [the serpent]
and the woman [Eve], and between your and her offspring; he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.
Story Elements Six: A Resolution
Not known at this time.
Understand this – what happened and was recorded in the Bible and events in your life
today are not apprehended by God at the moment things happen. God exists outside
of time, and sees all things we consider past, present, and future at the same time. God
knows exactly what is happening at all times, as all things are in accordance with God’s
will, including God seeing Adam eat the fruit and you and me in the eternal state with
Him all at what we would call the same time. And this knowledge is not limited to just the
natural realm, but the supernatural/heavenly realm as well. You can get the sense at the
end of Genesis Chapter 3 there is going to be something like the showdown on earth at
the OK coral where the serpent is going to meet his end.
From Genesis 4 to 11 we get a lot of new story line information.
Story Element 2: Characters
Major characters introduced include Cain, Able, and Seth (sons of Adam and Eve);
Enoch; sons of God; Nephilim; Noah, his three sons – Shem, Ham, and Japeth, and their
wives; and the descendants of Shem, Ham, and Japeth.
Story Element 3: A Setting
The story setting begins in the geographic region of where Adam and Eve settled (middle
east). Cities founded by different descendants are listed in the text.
The world was drastically altered by the global flood of Genesis 6. This is the world we live
in today. Prior to the flood, people lived for many hundreds of years; the oldest to live
being Methuselah who lived 969 years. After the flood the life span of mankind quickly
diminished to below 120 years.
Of most note in the post-flood world is the city of Babel founded by Nimrod, a grandson
of Ham.
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Story Element 4: A Plot
God sets the stage for what man faces moving forward after Cain and Abel presented
offerings to the LORD. Abel presented fat-portions from the firstborn of his flocks (a blood
sacrifice). Cain presented fresh produce from the fields he worked. God accepted Abel
offering but rejected Cain’s. Genesis 4:6-7, The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry,
and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do
not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule
over it.” Lesson here is to do what is right all the time. And if you don’t do what is right sin will own and rule your life.
The wickness of sin’s enslavement of mankind was ratcheted up a notch in Genesis 6
when the sons of God (i.e. angelic beings) had sexual relations with the women of
mankind producing offspring called Nephilim. For the first time we see direct intersection
of heavenly beings (i.e. sons of God) interfering with the natural progression of mankind.
Not to be deterred by a flood, mankind gathered around Nimrod to build a giant city,
Babel, where they could all live. And to build a tower in the city that reached to the
heaves so they could make a name for themselves.
Story Element 5: A Conflict
Gen. 4 - For Cain, the conflict was between he, and his brother and God. Cain was
unwilling to learn what was right by God’s standards, and took his brother’s life by his own
hand.
Gen. 6-10 - For mankind as they began to interact with the sons of God, they turned not
to God for help but to wickedness in lock step with the sons of God. The exception:
Genesis 6:8, 9b But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 9 …Noah was a righteous
man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God.
Gen. 11 - Rather than be answerable to God, mankind built a city and was building a
tower into the heavens for their own name. They were striving to no longer be answerable
to God as his creation, but to be in control of their own destiny having established a
recognized heavenly name.
Story Element 6: A Resolution
God curses Cain to be a wanderer on the earth.
The wickedness of mankind became so great God had a do over with a global flood.
Preserving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the Ark.
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God disinherited the nations and put them under the authority of seventy sons of God.
God then choose Abraham to make a nation unto himself by which he would rescue
people from all the disinherited nations.
Deuteronomy 32:8-9 - When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when
he divided mankind, he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the
sons of God. 9 But the LORD’s portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage.
Psalm 82: God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds
judgment: 2 “How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? 3 Give
justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.
4 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 5 They
have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all the
foundations of the earth are shaken. 6 I said, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of
you; 7 nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any prince.” 8 Arise, O God, judge
the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations!
Deuteronomy 7:6 - “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God
has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who
are on the face of the earth.
Story Element 2: Characters
Introduced in the Pentateuch from Genesis 12 to the end of Deuteronomy is a long list of
characters. I’ll only mention a few. Abraham, Issac, Jacob; Joseph; Pharoah; Moses,
Aaron; Caleb and Joshua.
Story Element 3: A Setting
There are three major settings in this portion of Scripture. The land of Canaan, promised
by God to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; (Genesis); Egypt where Israel grew into a great
people (Exodus); and the Wilderness where the people of Israel and sojourners wandered
for forty years before entering the promised land.
Story Element 4: A Plot
God covenants with Abraham to bless him, that he would be a blessing to all peoples,
to give him the land of Canaan, and descendants as numerous as the stars in heaven.
Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. God confirmed this
covenant with Isaac, Abraham’s second son and with Jacob, Isaac’s second son.
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Jacob has twelve sons and seventy of the family of Jacob go to Egypt when Joseph
rescued Egypt and the world during a seven year severe famine. After 430 years, the
number of descendants of Jacob/Israel in Egypt was 600,000 plus men over 20.
God used Moses and Aaron to redeem Israel from the tyranny of Pharoah with powerful
signs and wonders, the last of which was the death of all firstborn males, human and of
cattle. God divided the Red Sea so the people of Israel could across dry ground while
Pharoah and his army were in hot pursuit. Pharoah and his army perished when God let
the sea return.
Once on the other side of the Red Sea, God led Moses and the people to Mount Sanai
where God enters into a blood covenant with the people. God promises to be their God,
to dwell in their midst, and bring them safety into the promised land. The people agree
to obey commands, statues, and rules God established for a purpose. Exodus 19:4-6 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the
earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’
Story Element 5: A Conflict
Abraham’s first son, Ishmael, was born to Hagar his wife’s maidservant at his wife’s request
Joseph, a son of Jacob, has two dreams which upset his brothers and Jacob.
The people of Israel grumble and complain to Moses constantly about lack of food,
water, and the poor living conditions in the wilderness.
The people refused to go into the promised land on their first pass after ten spies gave a
bad report about going in. The descendants of the Nephilim were in the land.
Story Element 6: A Resolution
Abraham and Sarah to have relations late in life and Sarah to miraculously conceives
and gives birth to Isaac. God confirms his covenant with Isaac.
Joseph is sold into slavery by his brothers. Joseph becomes the second in command in
Egypt after interpreting a dream by Pharoah and brings his family down to reside in the
land of Goshen for the famine duration.
God disciplines the grumblers and complainers and demonstrates his trustworthiness to
provide adequate food, water, and living conditions for the entire nation. Even Moses

7

SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #039
Book of the Law | Pentateuch

and Aaron were prevented from not going into the land because they did not honor
God’s holiness before the people.
God has the Israelites wander in the wilderness for forty years until all the men over 20 in
the rebellious generation who refused to go into the land died.
Epilogue:
The story begun in Genesis 1:1 will not reach climatic resolution until after the second
coming of Jesus and a thousand-year kingdom on earth in Revelation 20. With that said,
the far majority of foundational concepts and themes that lead up to that end are found
in the text of the Pentateuch. Let me give you the major motifs and some key words.
What we learn in the Pentateuch includes:
Mankind was created to be in united fellowship with God and to rule and reign with God
the earth he created.
Mankind forfeited this opportunity by directly disobeying a command of God; resulting in
sin entering the world, and death thru sin. This disobedience was the result of deceit by a
heavenly being called the serpent. It seems not all the heavenly beings were on-board
with God’s plan for mankind. The fact that God didn’t stop the deceit or man from
disobeying gives rise to perhaps this was God’s will all along to bring about something
much greater. But that’s getting to the above and beyond imagination of what God has
in store for those who love him.
The reality of the significance of Sin as a transgression against God is revealed as death
of all living creatures and the corruption to decay of the cosmos. Left to our own devices,
and outside influence from rebellious heavenly beings, all mankind is doomed unless God
intervenes.
God did intervene in Genesis 6-8 when he flooded the world, and in Genesis 11 when he
disinherited the nations, giving ruling authority over them to 70 sons of God. In Genesis 12,
God puts in motion the first inklings of the Genesis 3:15 passage concerning the offspring
of the woman versus the offspring of the serpent. God chose Abraham, blessed him,
made a covenant with him, promised him many descendants and a land, and that thru
Abraham peoples of all nations would be blessed.
Then through God’s allotted heritage of Jacob, God birthed a nation out of slavery in
Egypt, bringing them into the wilderness where he made a blood covenant with them.
He established through Moses ten commandments, statutes and rules that if kept and
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fully obeyed would result in their righteousness. God had constructed by instructions
given to Moses a tabernacle that pointed to reentry into the Garden of Eden, where God
dwells on earth. God’s presence dwelt in that tabernacle in the camp of Israel.
God called for strict obedience to the law to demonstrate to the nations the LORD’s
presence on earth in the camp of Israel, and to by their manner of living people from the
nations to come see and encounter the blessing of God.
Before they went in God warned them sternly and repeatedly not to intermingle with the
locals as their idolatrous practices and worship of the gods of the nations would be a
stumbling block to them. But to no avail as we will see as these episodes continue, Lord
willing.
Key concepts/terms from the story in the Pentateuch that continue through the
remainder of the Bible include (but are not limited to) the following:
God is the Creator
Heavenly beings
Reality of sin
Penalty of sin is death.
Offspring
Blood Sacrifice
The Nations
sons of God/gods
Blessing
Name
Believing God (Faith) credited as Righteousness
Covenant
Land
Obedience
Israel
I Am
LORD [ ] ְיֹהָוה
Loving God
Firstborn Son
Exodus from Egypt
Passover
Rebirth thru Water
Kingdom
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Priests
Holy
Forgiveness
Clean and Unclean
Atonement
Sabbath
Idol/Idolarty
Sanctification
Peace
Cut off
Soul
Heart
You will see each of these story theme’s displayed and described in historical and
prophetic narratives and the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. In the scriptures of
the New Testament these same story themes reveal the heart of the story hidden in the
Old Testament. That is why I say it is of utmost importance that believers know what’s in
the Pentateuch and how the success, trials, and tribulations of Israel demonstrate God’s
faithfulness in the face of outright rebellion of his people.
We are no different than those Israelites. While believers have been set free from the
bondage of sin and death, and have the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth, we still
possess a body that yearns for our old stomping grounds found in the deceitfulness of sin.
And we’ll get to that LORD willing on future episodes.
Our next episode will be A Walk on the Beach with DrZ. Join me in a strolling conversation
synthesizing what we’ve learned about the Bible’s story in this mini-series. And from that
synthesis, takeaways that will help us better understand and willfully submit to and obey
God’s will for our life.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
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•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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