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Welcome to Episode #041 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our first of eight episodes in
our mini-series entitled, Conquest and Fall of a Nation. On this episode we’ll look at the
conquest and divvying up of the promised land found in the book of Joshua. In future
episodes we’ll take several books at a time ending this mini-series with the book of Esther.
This block involves the historical narratives that describe the conquest of Israel and their
journey to becoming one of the most recognized and powerful countries in the region.
Followed by their split into two kingdoms, and their demise. Dispersion of the northern
kingdom of Israel by Assyria and the exile of the southern kingdom of Judah in Babylon.
Following Israel’s Exodus from Egypt, Moses brought the people to Horeb where they
entered into a blood covenant with God to be his people, to keep and obey his
commandments, with the expectation that God would deliver them into the promised
land; a land flowing with milk and honey. Key to their keeping and obedience was to
recognize God as the one true God, and not to worship foreign gods. The penalty of
worshiping foreign gods was given in Exodus 22:20 - “Whoever sacrifices to any god, other
than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to destruction.” We will see what this devoted to
destruction means soon.
Israel was delayed for forty years from going into the promised land because ten of
twelve scouts sent in to spy out the land convinced the people they needed to go back
to Egypt. Numbers 13:32-33 - So they brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the
land that they had spied out, saying, “The land, through which we have gone to spy it
out, is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great
height. 33 And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak, who come from the
Nephilim), and we seemed to ourselves like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”
The presence of Nephilim was foreshadowed in Genesis 6:4 The Nephilim were on the
earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters
of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the
men of renown. These descendants of Nephilim described in numerous passages in the
Pentateuch are human hybid offspring of rebellious heavenly beings.
Genesis 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring[fn] and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
The serpent had plenty of time to seed giant clans into the land as God told Abraham
the exact location of his inheritance. Genesis 15:18-21 - On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to
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the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the
Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” And that’s exactly where they show up as the twelve
Israel spies noted earlier searched out the land. These descendants of the Nephilim were
genetically altering the bloodline of the offspring of the woman, leading the people in
the worship of false gods, and practicing wickedness.
Marching orders before going into the land are given in Deuteronomy 7 and 8. The
following are some excerpts that will give you a flavor of what we’re about to encounter.
Deuteronomy 7:1-6 “When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are
entering to take possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites,
the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites,
seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2 and when the LORD your God
gives them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete
destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3 You
shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters
for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods.
Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you
quickly. 5 But thus shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and dash in
pieces their pillars and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire.
6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you
to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of
the earth.
In short, God is commanding Israel to clear the land of giant offspring of the descendants
of the Nephilim, eliminate contaminated bloodlines of the seed of the women, and
eradicate the worship and devotion to other gods among the people. God goes on to
tell that because of God’s love and faithfulness he is giving them the land of blessing a
favor overflowing, but it must be first cleansed. And for those who hate God, he will
destroy them, repaying them to their face.
Later in this same chapter, God encourages them with a warning. Deuteronomy 7:17-26
“If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can I dispossess them?’
18 you shall not be afraid of them but you shall remember what the LORD your God did
to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19 the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, the wonders,
the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the LORD your God brought you
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out. So will the LORD your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 20 Moreover,
the LORD your God will send hornets among them, until those who are left and hide
themselves from you are destroyed. 21 You shall not be in dread of them, for the LORD
your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. 22 The LORD your God will clear
away these nations before you little by little. You may not make an end of them at once,
lest the wild beasts grow too numerous for you. 23 But the LORD your God will give them
over to you and throw them into great confusion, until they are destroyed. 24 And he will
give their kings into your hand, and you shall make their name perish from under heaven.
No one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed them. 25 The carved
images of their gods you shall burn with fire. You shall not covet the silver or the gold that
is on them or take it for yourselves, lest you be ensnared by it, for it is an abomination to
the LORD your God. 26 And you shall not bring an abominable thing into your house and
become devoted to destruction like it. You shall utterly detest and abhor it, for it is
devoted to destruction.
When Moses brought the people through Moab and Edom on the way to the promised
land it was revealed to him that in Moab the descendants of Lot destroyed and drove
out the Emim that were as tall as the Anakim, and like the Anakim were Raphaim (Deut.
2:10-11). The Lord had destroyed the Rephaim before the Ammonites who disposed them
and settled in their land (Deut. 2:20-21).
God did the same clearing of the land of giants for the descendants of Esau. God
destroyed the Horites, the Avvim, and the Caphtorim before them as Esau descendants
displaced them and settled in their land (Deut. 2:22-23).
As Moses moved the people north beyond Edom into Midian, God gave Moses similar
victories Sihon the king of Heshbon who was in allegiance to Og king of Bashan who was
a remnant of the Raphaim. God commanded Moses to devote their cities to destruction.
This included destroying every city and leaving no survivors of men, women, and children
(Deut 2 and 3).
In Deuteronomy 9:1-3 God encourages them again with words that now make more
sense as Joshua is about to lead the people in conquest. 1 “Hear, O Israel: you are to
cross over the Jordan today, to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than you,
cities great and fortified up to heaven, 2 a people great and tall, the sons of the Anakim,
whom you know, and of whom you have heard it said, ‘Who can stand before the sons
of Anak?’ 3 Know therefore today that he who goes over before you as a consuming fire
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is the LORD your God. He will destroy them and subdue them before you. So you shall
drive them out and make them perish quickly, as the LORD has promised you.
With all that as backdrop, we will pickup now with Joshua being encouraged by God as
the book opens. Joshua 1:1-9 - 1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the
LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that I am giving
to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I
have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon as
far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the Great Sea
toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5 No man shall be able to stand
before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not
leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to
inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very
courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant
commanded you. Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have
good success wherever you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth,
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according
to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will
have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not
be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you
go.”
These are just the words Joshua needed to hear as he steps up to take over after Moses,
the man of God who with great signs and wonders from God lead the people of Israel
on their escape from the bondage of Egypt and across the Red Sea on dry land.
Joshua takes the mantle and starts to lead first by affirming with the tribes of Reuben,
Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh their commitment to be first in and last out on the
conquest, as their inheritance was already assigned on the East bank of the Jordan (the
conquered lands of Sihon king of Hesbon and Og king of Bashan. Then he sends two spies
into the land to scope out Jericho and the surrounding land. This central point of entrance
from the east provided for a division north and south of territories to be taken.
It was in Jericho the two spies encountered Rahab, who hid them from being taken by
guards of the city in exchange for safety for her and her family. Rahab tells the spies
something very surprising in Joshua 2:8-11 - Before the men lay down, she came up to
4

SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #041
Clearing the Giants | Joshua

them on the roof 9 and said to the men, “I know that the LORD has given you the land,
and that the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land melt
away before you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red
Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the
Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you devoted to
destruction. 11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and there was no spirit left
in any man because of you, for the LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and
on the earth beneath.
Joshua prepares the people for the crossing of the Jordan telling them in Joshua 3:10 “Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail
drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the
Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. These are the people groups where the spies
forty years earlier had seen the sons of Anak, the Anakim. All these people groups were
identified as devoted to destruction by God in Deuteronomy 7. God is not being
indiscriminate, rather cleansing the land of influences that would hinder his establishment
of Israel as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.
Joshua then describes how the priests carrying the ark of the covenant would step into
the Jordan, the water would pile up stream, and they would go across on dry ground.
And that in memorial of this miraculous crossing (the Jordan was at flood stage), one
man from each of the twelve tribes was to pickup a large stone from the middle of the
Jordan and carry to the otherside.
Joshua set up these stones at Gilgal, just east of Jericho, as a memorial for descendants
who would ask their meaning. Joshua 4:22-24 - You shall let your children know, ‘Israel
passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the LORD your God dried up the waters of
the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God did to the Red Sea, which
he dried up for us until we passed over, 24 so that all the peoples of the earth may know
that the hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever.”
Before moving forward, Joshua had all the men circumcised who had not been
circumcised in the wilderness. After recovering, they celebrated the Passover. The day
after the Passover celebration, the daily manna provided by God ended and the people
began eating the fruit of the land.
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In Exodus, at the giving of the law by God to Moses, God told Moses to lead the people
to the land, and “behold, my angel shall go before you” (Exodus 32:34). Well Moses was
dead and Joshua was now leading the people, what about this angel? Joshua 5:13-15 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was
standing before him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said
to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?” 14 And he said, “No; but I am the
commander of the army of the LORD. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to
the earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord say to his servant?” 15 And
the commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet,
for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.
Here’s my take on this narrative and Joshua’s reaction. The commander of the army of
the LORD promised to Moses has shown up. Joshua addresses the commander unaware
of who he is and demands an answer to “who are you for?” I think it was a wake-up call
for Joshua when the reply was NO, and then the man identified himself. I think there may
have been an unspoken question back to Joshua, perhaps in a look, Joshua, who are
you for, God or his adversaries? I get that sense from Joshua’s reply. The fact that Joshua
fell to earth and worshiped indicates for many scholars that the man was the Angel of
the Lord’s army, and even perhaps, a Christophany, the visible presence of Jesus before
his incarnation.
While Joshua may be leading the people, the commander of the army of the LORD is
going to clear out any resistance and give the victory. And given his presence in their
midst, disobedience to the book of the law or any field commands by the commander
would not be tolerated. Let the conquest begin.
They obey the words of the LORD to march around Jericho for seven days. And on the
seventh day after seven trips around the walled city they blew trumpets, shouted, the
walls came down, they went it, and devoted to destruction all the city, men, women,
children, oxen, sheep, and donkeys. Only Rahab and her family were spared.
Israel has a brief setback when Achan keeps some of the booty devoted to destruction
for himself. God tells Joshua in Joshua 7:12 - Therefore the people of Israel cannot stand
before their enemies. They turn their backs before their enemies, because they have
become devoted for destruction. I will be with you no more, unless you destroy the
devoted things from among you.
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Remember what I called a look in the form of a question back to Joshua from the
commander of the LORD’s army after Joshua had asked whose side the commander
was on? It is now revealed to Joshua the consequences of not answering that unspoken
question correctly. If you’re not going to do what the commander says, you are devoted
to destruction just as the people of the land being displaced are devoted to destruction.
And that is in fact what happened to Achan, his family, his animals, and all his possessions.
Joshua 7:25-26 - And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? The LORD brings
trouble on you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with fire
and stoned them with stones. 26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones that
remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his burning anger. Therefore, to this day
the name of that place is called the Valley of Achor.
Joshua and the people then conquer Ai, and devote it to destruction. Then in obedience
to Moses, they built an alter on Mr. Ebal of uncut stones, offered sacrifices, and then
Joshua wrote a copy of the law on the stones. Half the people stood in front of Mount
Gerizim and half in front of Mount Ebal with the ark of the covenant in between. Joshua
then read the blessing and cursings and all the words Moses commanded in the
presence of all Israel and the mixed multitude in their midst. A reminder to all, young, old,
and sojourner alike. This is what the law says and why are taking the land. God is their
God and the one giving them the land and victory toward that end.
As the kings of the land were gathering for battle to take on Joshua and the Israelites,
representatives of a nearby city of the Gibeonites deceived Joshua and Isreal and had
them agree to a covenant of peace. When Joshua discovered the deceit, the
Gibeonites admitted their deception was out for fear for their lives. Because of the
covenant, Joshua didn’t let the people kill them, but had them become servants of Israel
– which the Gibeonites were pleased to become.
When the gathering kings heard what Gibeon had done, they went to destroy Gibeon
before taking on Joshua. This was perfect as Joshua made a surprise counterattack. As
the people fled in front of Joshua, the Lord cast down hailstones killing more people than
the people of Israel killed. As Joshua stood at Gibeon, he prayed the Lord would still the
sun in the sky for a full day until Israel could take vengeance on their enemies. The sun
did not set for a day and Israel had the victory.
Joshua and Israel then set out to the south and had victories in Mibnah, Lachish, over the
king of Gezer, Eglon, Hebron, and Debiir. Joshua 10:40 - So Joshua struck the whole land,
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the hill country and the Negeb and the lowland and the slopes, and all their kings. He left
none remaining, but devoted to destruction all that breathed, just as the LORD God of
Israel commanded.
Joshua and his army returned to Gilgal before making their northern campaign.
While they were recovering, the kings of the north gathered at the water of Meron to
fight against Israel. And of course, the Lord led Joshua into tremendous success as he
engaged the enemy. Joshua 11:12 - And all the cities of those kings, and all their kings,
Joshua captured, and struck them with the edge of the sword, devoting them to
destruction, just as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded.
Joshua made war with the kings of the north for a long time. Joshua 11:19-23 - There was
not a city that made peace with the people of Israel except the Hivites, the inhabitants
of Gibeon. They took them all in battle. 20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their
hearts that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that they should be devoted
to destruction and should receive no mercy but be destroyed, just as the LORD
commanded Moses. 21 And Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim from the
hill country, from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, and from all the hill country of Judah,
and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua devoted them to destruction with their cities.
22 There was none of the Anakim left in the land of the people of Israel. Only in Gaza, in
Gath, and in Ashdod did some remain. 23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to
all that the LORD had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel
according to their tribal allotments. And the land had rest from war.
When Joshua was old, God told him there was still a lot more land to conquer. And that
God would drive out the people of the land, as he had done for Joshua, in front of the
tribes of Israel as they went forward to possess the land of their inheritance.
Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh got their inheritance on the east side of the
Jordan. Joshua 13:13 - Yet the people of Israel did not drive out the Geshurites or the
Maacathites, but Geshur and Maacath dwell in the midst of Israel to this day.
The remaining nine and a half tribes inheritance to the west of the Jordan was by lot as
the Lord had commanded Moses. Caleb made a special request at this time to have his
own inheritance given his unwavering loyalty as one of the original spies of the land.
Joshua 14:9 - And Moses swore on that day, saying, ‘Surely the land on which your foot
has trodden shall be an inheritance for you and your children forever, because you have
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wholly followed the LORD my God.’ Caleb asked for the hill country, the land of the
Anakim with great fortified cities, and with the Lord he would drive them out. So Joshua
gave him Hebron. Joshua 14:15 - Now the name of Hebron formerly was Kiriath-arba.
(Arba[fn] was the greatest man among the Anakim.)
Judah received their inheritance first. Joshua 15:13-14 - According to the commandment
of the LORD to Joshua, he gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh a portion among the
people of Judah, Kiriath-arba, that is, Hebron (Arba was the father of Anak). 14 And
Caleb drove out from there the three sons of Anak, Sheshai and Ahiman and Talmai, the
descendants of Anak. After the description of the land of Judah it says, Joshua 15:63 But the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the people of Judah could not drive out,
so the Jebusites dwell with the people of Judah at Jerusalem to this day.
The descendants of Joseph, Ephraim and the half tribe of Manasseh, then were given
their inheritance. The description of the land is provided in the text and ends with, Joshua
16:10 - However, they did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer, so the
Canaanites have lived in the midst of Ephraim to this day but have been made to do
forced labor.
Up to this point five of the tribes have been assigned their inheritance (Reuben, Gad,
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Judah) and seven have not as the people had not continued
conquest. So Joshua order the remainder of the land to be spied out, divided up, and
lots cast for apportioning the remaining tribes their land. By lot, came Benjamin, Simeon,
Zebulun, Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and Dan. Once all the apportionments were done,
the people of Israel gave Joshua his own inheritance. Joshua 19:50 - By command of the
LORD they gave him the city that he asked, Timnath-serah in the hill country of Ephraim.
And he rebuilt the city and settled in it.
Then Joshua assigned the cities of refuge and cities and pasturelands for the Levites. The
tribe of Levi did not get land but had the higher honor of serving God and dwelt among
the people.
The tribes east of the Jordan return home and erect a large alter of stones on their side
of the Jordan. This alter causes commotion among the tribes to the west. It takes some
heated conversations, but the misunderstanding is straightened out.
When Joshua was very old he called all the heads, leaders, and elders of Israel to an
assembly. He told them he was going to die and that they were to complete the capture
and occupation of all the inheritance of land the LORD had given them. Joshua noted
a HUGE condition. Joshua 23:6-7, 11-16 - Therefore, be very strong to keep and to do all
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that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, turning aside from it neither to the right
hand nor to the left, 7 that you may not mix with these nations remaining among you or
make mention of the names of their gods or swear by them or serve them or bow down
to them, 8 but you shall cling to the LORD your God just as you have done to this day…
11 Be very careful, therefore, to love the LORD your God. 12 For if you turn back and cling
to the remnant of these nations remaining among you and make marriages with them,
so that you associate with them and they with you, 13 know for certain that the LORD
your God will no longer drive out these nations before you, but they shall be a snare and
a trap for you, a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this
good ground that the LORD your God has given you. 14 “And now I am about to go the
way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not one word
has failed of all the good things[fn] that the LORD your God promised concerning you.
All have come to pass for you; not one of them has failed. 15 But just as all the good
things that the LORD your God promised concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so
the LORD will bring upon you all the evil things, until he has destroyed you from off this
good land that the LORD your God has given you, 16 if you transgress the covenant of
the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow
down to them. Then the anger of the LORD will be kindled against you, and you shall
perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to you.”
Joshua gathered all the elders, heads, judges, and officers of the tribes of Israel at
Shechem and reminded them of the covenant between God and Israel. And asked
them to decide that day who they would serve. Joshua 24:14-15, 19-20, 23-24 “Now
therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods
that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it
is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” The people
agree to serve God. 19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the
LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or
your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you
harm and consume you, after having done you good.” The people agree. 23 He said,
“Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD,
the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve,
and his voice we will obey.”
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So Joshua made a covenant at Shechem with the people that day with statutes and
rules he wrote in the Book of the Law. He setup a stone as a witness against disobedience
and sent the people home.
The book concludes with a couple of endings. Joshua died at 110 and was buried in the
land of his inheritance. The bones of Joseph had been brought up from Egypt by the
Israelites and buried in Shechem in the piece of land Jacob had bought from the people
of Hamor. It became property of the descendants of Joseph. And Eleazar, the son of
Aaron died and was buried at Bibeath in the town of Phinehas his son in the hill country
of Ephraim.
And that ends the book of Joshua, the book of conquest of the land. We encountered
some giants in the land that were subdued, and others driven out by Joshua. But not all
the giants are gone as we will see in future episodes. And as the people tired of war they
rested and settled allowing inhabitants of the land to remain that will soon cause great
mischief. And how quickly the people forget God and turn to worship the gods of the
people remaining in the land. This will continue to be an issue; and is still an issue to this
day.
I look forward to you joining me on our next episode as we explore the book of Judges
and Ruth.
Thank you for listening.
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