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Welcome to Episode #052 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our fourth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Fear of the LORD | Job thru Song of Songs. This episode, Get
Wisdom, will be an overview of the book of Proverbs; the first of three books by King
Solomon in the Wisdom literature.
The book of Proverbs is filled to overflowing with narratives and one liner’s dripping with
wisdom, insight, and warnings about distinguishing between good and evil. Much more
than we could cover in one episode or even several mini-series. The span of insight
presented in Proverbs stretches from before Creation to the eternal state with special
focus on the role and measure wisdom plays in the human experience. This is certainly a
book you could read little by little every day and never exhaust your depth of discovery.
Solomon was King David’s second son of his wife Bathsheba who had been the wife of
Uriah the Hittite. King David, who had many sons by other wives before Solomon, had
told Bathsheba that Solomon would assume his throne. We saw on our last mini-series
when David was old there was a little intrigue within the royal family before Solomon was
finally anointed King over all of Israel in Judah.
David’s deathbed commands to his son Solomon included, 1 Kings 1:2-4 – “I am about
to go the way of all the earth. Be strong, and show yourself a man, 3 and keep the charge
of the LORD your God, walking in his ways and keeping his statutes, his commandments,
his rules, and his testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in
all that you do and wherever you turn, 4 that the LORD may establish his word that he
spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk
before me in faithfulness with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a man
on the throne of Israel.’
If anyone knew exactly how difficult keeping and walking after the LORD with a whole
heart was it was David. David told Solomon to act according to his wisdom. David also
prayed to God to give him a heart where wisdom could be found. 1 Chronicles 29:18-19
O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such purposes
and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts toward you. 19 Grant
to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep your commandments, your
testimonies, and your statutes, performing all, and that he may build the palace for which
I have made provision.” And it says once Solomon was anointed king, 1 Chronicles 29:25
– And the LORD made Solomon very great in the sight of all Israel and bestowed on him
such royal majesty as had not been on any king before him in Israel.
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With a beginning like that, what’s a young king to do? Solomon went to Gibeon where
the tent of meeting was an offered 1000 burnt offerings to the LORD. 1 Kings 3:7-13 – And
now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father,
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant
is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be
numbered or counted for multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding
mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able
to govern this your great people?” 10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.
11 And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself
long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding
to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a
wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you
shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor,
so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days.
So we see here God granting both wisdom and knowledge to Solomon, along with riches,
possessions, and honor. We get an idea of Solomon’s wisdom from 1 Kings 4:29-34 – And
God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measure, and breadth of mind
like the sand on the seashore, 30 so that Solomon’s wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all
the people of the east and all the wisdom of Egypt. 31 For he was wiser than all other
men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, Calcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol,
and his fame was in all the surrounding nations. 32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his
songs were 1,005. 33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon to the hyssop
that grows out of the wall. He spoke also of beasts, and of birds, and of reptiles, and of
fish. 34 And people of all nations came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and from all the
kings of the earth, who had heard of his wisdom.
The book of Proverbs is thought by many scholars to be an accumulation of narrative
and short pithy sayings organized as a teaching rubric or instructional guide of truth. Think
of it as the primer from youth that extends into adulthood on how to live life in the fear of
the LORD.
Proverbs are not unique to Solomon but were common among peoples of the Orient and
ancient East. Solomon edited the entire work that includes less than 1,000 of his own 3,000
proverbs, some proverbs he may have been taught, and proverbs attributed to others.
All in all, they are a progression of assimilating and integrating progressively complex
ideas about life in the “real” world that can be synthesized in the mind during a lifetime
of experiences.
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I personally believe a person cannot outlive the lessons that can be learned from this one
book as the proverbs reflect accurate moral observations in the world. They are not
mythical in nature and do not contradict each other as do proverbs from other cultures.
And “life in the real world” is anything but mythical and contradictory. It has a beginning,
an end, and a clear expectation of good and evil in between.
Much like Hebrew poetry, proverbs follow three specific types of parallelisms;
Synonymous, Antithetic, and Synthetic. When the second clause of a proverb restates
what is given in the first phrase, it clarifies the first phrase and is called a Synonymous
Parallelism (Prov. 19:28 – A worthless witness mocks at justice, and the mouth of the
wicked devours iniquity.) Antithetic (Contrast) Parallelism involves the first clause making
a statement and the second clause strengthening the first by presenting an opposite
truth (Prov. 13:9 - The light of the righteous rejoices, but the lamp of the wicked will be put
out). And finally, a synthetic parallelism is where the second clause further develops the
point of the first clause (Prov. 20:2 - The terror of a king is like the growling of a lion; whoever
provokes him to anger forfeits his life).
I’ve done an annual Psalms and Proverbs reading challenge several times times in
addition to my annual Bible reading. In the Psalms reading challenge you read five
chapters of Psalms everyday of a 30-day month. In the Proverbs challenge you read a
chapter of Proverbs a day each day of a 31-day month. Both are great and without fail
I encountered direct application of both Psalms and Proverbs in everyday life. Both books
are very practical and inform us about our own lives and the lives of others around us.
Given the wide variety and myriad of instructional topics in proverbs we’ll look at a
couple of specific rifts in the text and then focus on a couple of themes as we progress.
But before we begin it makes all the difference in the world to look at the life Proverbs is
addressing.
Mankind (male and female) were created in the image and likeness of God and walked
with God in their midst as they worked caring for the garden of Eden. In the garden were
two unique trees, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life. Adam
was commanded by God not to eat from the first tree, or he would die. No prohibition
was given for eating from any other tree including the tree of life. When tempted by the
serpent to eat the forbidden fruit Eve noted three things about the tree—it was good for
food, pleasing to the eye, and desirable for gaining wisdom. This third insight by Eve let’s
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us know wisdom is related directly to the knowledge of good and evil. Keep that thought
in mind.
Let’s jump to God’s conversation with Cain after his offering to God was rejected. God
told Cain, Don’t you know if you do what is right (good) will you not be accepted? BUT if
you do not do what is right (evil), sin is crouching at your door and its desire is to master
you, but you must master it. What I’m about to say next is HUGE and has everything to do
with the book of Proverbs and the lives of every single person on earth.
In our postmodern world, there are many in 2022 who say there is no distinction between
good and evil, both are merely different faces of the same coin. A primary factor in this
reasoning is the belief that there is no moral or ethical standard by which ones life will be
equitably adjudicated by a perfect transcendent being; or in other words, no basis for
moral or ethical judgment between good and evil in this life or in whatever comes after.
The entirety of the Bible is focused on just the opposite view. The Bible clearly
communicates there exists a Holy transcendent God who will judge the entirety of
mankind against the moral and ethical standard of his own perfection and who will hold
every person individually accountable to whatever they have done in the body whether
good or evil. The book of the LAW puts into writing the commands, statutes, and laws of
that perfect standard and the book of Proverbs puts into understandable language what
pursuing good looks like in comparison to pursuing evil. The first pursuit brings life and the
second pursuit brings death. This is not merely a book of pithy sayings, but an instruction
manual on how to live a good life in freedom and avoid a life entangled in evil and
death.
Here are some of the key concepts introduced and explained plainly in Proverbs: Fear of
the LORD, Wisdom, Instruction, Understanding, Knowledge, Righteousness, Justice, Equity,
Discretion, Learning, Good, Evil, Wicked, Sinners, Fools, and Folly. If you’ve ever wondered
what these terms mean, you’ll get your curiosity filled beyond measure.
I am going to read the first Chapter of Proverbs in it’s entirely as Solomon in his own words
tells the reader what to expect. Then we’ll look at some to the key concepts with a focus
on the one that overarches them all, the fear of the LORD.
Proverbs 1:1-33 – The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom
and instruction, to understand words of insight, 3 to receive instruction in wise dealing, in
righteousness, justice, and equity; 4 to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and
discretion to the youth—5 Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who
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understands obtain guidance, 6 to understand a proverb and a saying, the words of the
wise and their riddles.
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and
instruction.
8 Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s teaching, 9 for
they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. 10 My son, if
sinners entice you, do not consent. 11 If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood;
let us ambush the innocent without reason; 12 like Sheol let us swallow them alive, and
whole, like those who go down to the pit; 13 we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill
our houses with plunder; 14 throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse”—15
my son, do not walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from their paths, 16 for
their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood. 17 For in vain is a net spread in
the sight of any bird, 18 but these men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush
for their own lives. 19 Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes
away the life of its possessors.
20 Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets she raises her voice; 21 at the head of
the noisy streets she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 22 “How long,
O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge? 23 If you turn at my reproof, behold, I will pour out my spirit to
you; I will make my words known to you. 24 Because I have called and you refused to
listen, have stretched out my hand and no one has heeded, 25 because you have
ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, 26 I also will laugh at your
calamity; I will mock when terror strikes you, 27 when terror strikes you like a storm and
your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. 28 Then
they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently but will not find
me. 29 Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, 30
would have none of my counsel and despised all my reproof, 31 therefore they shall eat
the fruit of their way, and have their fill of their own devices. 32 For the simple are killed
by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them; 33 but whoever
listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster.”
Reminder: Wisdom has to do with the knowledge of good and evil. If a person does good
they will be accepted. But is a person does evil, sin is crouching at their door and desires
to be master, but a person must be master over it. Sin is not a static force, but rather once
released by evil will lead a person into death and will certainly succeed if not overcome.
Now let’s look at the second chapter of Proverbs to illuminate this thought further.
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Proverbs 2:1-22 My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments
with you, 2 making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to
understanding; 3 yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, 4 if
you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, 5 then you will understand
the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 6 For the LORD gives wisdom; from
his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 7 he stores up sound wisdom for the
upright; he is a shield to those who walk in integrity, 8 guarding the paths of justice and
watching over the way of his saints. 9 Then you will understand righteousness and justice
and equity, every good path; 10 for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge
will be pleasant to your soul; 11 discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard
you, 12 delivering you from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech, 13 who forsake
the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, 14 who rejoice in doing evil and
delight in the perverseness of evil, 15 men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious
in their ways. 16 So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from the
adulteress[fn] with her smooth words, 17 who forsakes the companion of her youth and
forgets the covenant of her God; 18 for her house sinks down to death, and her paths to
the departed;[fn] 19 none who go to her come back, nor do they regain the paths of
life. 20 So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. 21
For the upright will inhabit the land, and those with integrity will remain in it, 22 but the
wicked will be cut off from the land, and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.
Proverbs 3:5-8 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.
7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 8 It will be healing
to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.
Proverbs 4:23-27 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 24
Put away from you crooked speech, and put devious talk far from you. 25 Let your eyes
look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you. 26 Ponder[fn] the path of
your feet; then all your ways will be sure. 27 Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn
your foot away from evil.
Proverbs 6:16-19 There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination
to him: 17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart
that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19 a false witness who
breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among brothers.
Proverbs 8:12-21 “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion.
13 The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and
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perverted speech I hate. 14 I have counsel and sound wisdom; I have insight; I have
strength.15 By me kings reign, and rulers decree what is just; 16 by me princes rule, and
nobles, all who govern justly. 17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me
diligently find me. 18 Riches and honor are with me, enduring wealth and righteousness.
19 My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield than choice silver. 20 I walk in
the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice, 21 granting an inheritance to those who
love me, and filling their treasuries.
Proverbs 10:16-17 The wage of the righteous leads to life, the gain of the wicked to sin.
17 Whoever heeds instruction is on the path to life, but he who rejects reproof leads others
astray.
Proverbs 11:2-3, 10, 30-31 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble
is wisdom. 3 The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the
treacherous destroys them… 10 When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices,
and when the wicked perish there are shouts of gladness… 30 The fruit of the righteous is
a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise. 31 If the righteous is repaid on earth,
how much more the wicked and the sinner!
Proverbs 12:28 In the path of righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death.
Proverbs 14:2, 12, 27 Whoever walks in uprightness fears the LORD, but he who is devious
in his ways despises him… 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the
way to death… 27 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may turn away from
the snares of death.
Proverbs 15:3, 33 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and
the good… 33 The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before
honor.
Proverbs 16:4-6, 33 The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for
the day of trouble. 5 Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the LORD;
be assured, he will not go unpunished. 6 By steadfast love and faithfulness iniquity is
atoned for, and by the fear of the LORD one turns away from evil. 33 The lot is cast into
the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD.
Proverbs 18:10, 12 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it
and is safe… 12 Before destruction a man’s heart is haughty, but humility comes before
honor.
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Proverbs 19:3, 23 When a man’s folly brings his way to ruin, his heart rages against the
LORD… 23 The fear of the LORD leads to life, and whoever has it rests satisfied; he will not
be visited by harm.
Proverbs 20:24, 27 A man’s steps are from the LORD; how then can man understand his
way?... 27 The spirit of man is the lamp of the LORD, searching all his innermost parts.
Proverbs 21:15, 21 When justice is done, it is a joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers…
21 Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life, righteousness, and honor.
Proverbs 22:4 The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life.
Proverbs 23:17-18 Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the LORD all
the day. 18 Surely there is a future, and your hope will not be cut off.
Proverbs 24:10-12 If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small. 11 Rescue
those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to the
slaughter. 12 If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not he who weighs the heart
perceive it? Does not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay
man according to his work?
Proverbs 25:2 It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is to search
things out.
Proverbs 27:1-2 Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may
bring. 2 Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own
lips.
Proverbs 28:12, 14, 26 When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, but when the
wicked rise, people hide themselves… 14 Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always,
but whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity… 26 Whoever trusts in his own mind
is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered.
Proverbs 29:23 One’s pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor.
Proverbs 30:7-9 Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: 8 Remove far
from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food
that is needful for me, 9 lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the LORD?” or lest I
be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.
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Proverbs 31:30-31 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the
LORD is to be praised. 31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in
the gates.
Whew… Those are merely snippets of what’s in Proverbs. The snippet summary would be
the importance of the fear of the LORD in a person’s life. When there is the assumption
based upon a lie that God does not exist, mankind takes the natural bent of sin and soon
plunges into all sorts of evil and wickedness. Just look around and see if you notice an
increase in violence and a correlation to the loss of reverence for God and fear of him in
the slightest.
The issue for today is how do we apply what we learn as we read Proverbs. First is there is
real good and real evil and one who will judge all against a standard of perfection in
good and total absence of evil. Unfortunately for us there is no one who can ever meet
that standard, and thus even if we were close to following all the prescriptions in Proverbs
to be good, we’d still be eternally separated from God and face judgment,
condemnation and eternal punishment. The good news of God is that before the world
began he’d already planned the fix to be in his Son who would live the perfect life and
give those who believe in Him eternal life.
There’s much we will never be able to explain, but not explaining is no excuse for not
trusting in Jesus for salvation. And that trusting begins with the wisdom found in the fear
of the LORD and the understanding that fear reveals of the Holy one – our LORD Jesus
Christ.
The living out of Proverbs is found in meditating upon your walk with Jesus in light of what
Proverbs reveals about what that walk should reflect. Humility, love, patience, generosity,
and trust in God for all our needs.
On our next episode we’ll look at the second book of Solomon in the series, the book of
Ecclesiastes. This is perhaps the greatest philosophical treatise on the meaning of life from
a humanist perspective ever penned. We’ll discover that life apart from God is pretty
meaningless, which is exactly what the nihilists say. There is nothing new under the sun…
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Join me on the Path
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Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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