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Welcome to Episode #045 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our fifth of eight episodes
in our mini-series entitled, Conquest and Fall of a Nation. On this episode we’ll look at
faithfulness of the kings within the southern kingdom Judah in the midst of influences of
the people and gods of the nations led the northern kingdom into apostasy.
While the last episode evoked in me powerful emotions of angst, anguish, and shock at
the extent of apostasy seen in both the northern kingdom of Israel as well as Judah; God
used the preparation for this week’s episode to remind me that He is always in control
and preserves a faithful remnant who do not bow the knee to the gods or kiss their idols.
Yet when left to our own devices and enough fame, fortune, and pressures to keep it all
together, anyone can lose connection with what we know is true and take the seemingly
simpler road found in the world rather than following God. In reality, this seemingly simpler
road is really the highway to hell. We’ll see all of that and more in today’s episode.
Given we’re covering two packed books, there is a lot I’m going to skip over as I focus
on the central idea of remaining faithful amid apostasy pulsing though 1 & 2 Chronicles.
Let’s reminds ourselves that these Old Testament narratives are not some throw away
texts, but rather important readings for us as believers. In them we recognize the
character of God, the nature of man, and the infinite gulf between the two that only
God could close. Romans 15:4 - For whatever was written in the past was written for our
instruction, so that we may have hope through endurance and through the
encouragement from the Scriptures.
First Chronicles opens with nine chapters of genealogies. The first seven chapters include
Adam to Abraham, Abraham to Jacob, Jacob to David, and David’s descendants. Then
genealogies for the tribes of Judah, Simeon, Rueben, Gad, Levi, Issachar, Naphtali,
Manasseh, Ephraim, and Asher. The genealogies for the tribes of Zebulun, Dan and
Benjamin are missing but members of these tribes are referenced in these early chapters
and beyond. As dictated by the blessing of Jacob for Joseph’s two sons, the
descendants for Joseph are listed in the genealogies of Manasseh and Ephraim. Chapter
8 presents the genealogy of Saul. Finally, Chapter 9 lists genealogies of the first Israelites
to dwell again in their possessions of the land after 70 years of Babylonian captivity.
In Chronicles you get a closer look at the faithfulness of a number of kings of Judah, and
evidence of their faithfulness. The narrative picks up with the death of Saul and his sons
and David being made king over all of Israel. David took Jerusalem from the Jebusites
and it became known as the city of David. With God with him, David became like a
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magnet, attracting the mighty and brave men throughout Israel to join with him and firmly
establish Israel in the land of promise.
After David had completed building houses for himself, he pitched a tent for the ark of
the covenant which was at the house of Obed-edom. The Philistines had captured in ark
in the battle that cost Saul and his sons their lives. They later returned the ark and it rested
at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. David tried once before to bring the ark up, but when an oxen
stumbled and Uzzah took his hand to steady the ark the Lord’s anger was kindled and he
struck Uzzah down. David became both angry and afraid of God and left the ark at the
home of Odeb-edom.
David realized in his zeal of the first attempt, he’d forgotten to follow “all” the instructions
of God in the law for transporting the ark. He didn’t make that mistake a second time
and had the Levites prepare for and care for the transportation of the ark to Jerusalem.
Once there, David wrote a song of thanks. As I read this song, I want you to remember
the history past that David is bringing to the current from which he is trying to move Israel
forward with God. Think all the history of Israel from Abraham to David put into one song
– listen for the call for a whole hearted return to God. And a reminder to them that God
means for Israel to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation – through which God can
attract people from the nations back to himself.
1 Chronicles 16:8-36 - Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his
deeds among the peoples! 9 Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!
10 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 11 Seek the
LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! 12 Remember the wondrous works
that he has done, his miracles and the judgments he uttered, 13 O offspring of Israel his
servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 14 He is the LORD our God; his judgments are
in all the earth. 15 Remember his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a
thousand generations, 16 the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise
to Isaac, 17 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting
covenant, 18 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion for an
inheritance.” 19 When you were few in number, of little account, and sojourners in it, 20
wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people, 21 he allowed
no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their account, 22 saying, “Touch not my
anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!” 23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his
salvation from day to day. 24 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works
among all the peoples! 25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to
be feared above all gods. 26 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the
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LORD made the heavens. 27 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are
in his place. 28 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory
and strength! 29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come
before him! Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 30 tremble before him, all the
earth; yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 31 Let the heavens be glad,
and let the earth rejoice, and let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” 32 Let
the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it! 33 Then shall the
trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 34 Oh
give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 35 Say also:
“Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and deliver us from among the nations,
that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. 36 Blessed be the
LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!” Then all the people said,
“Amen!” and praised the LORD.
At the moment in time of David’s song, it is as if all history of Israel’s failures were erased
and all that remained were the fulfilled promises of God that the people were seeing
with their own eyes. It was as if all the failings found in the Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges,
and 1 Samuel are forgotten. Israel was in the land and well established. The fear of Israel
and their God was evidenced in the nations around them. They had made it…
David then made assignments: Aspah and his brothers to minister before the ark in
accordance with the covenant, Obed-edom and his brothers to be gatekeepers, and
Zakok and his brothers the priests to continue to offer burnt offerings before the
tabernacle of the LORD at Gibeon. But all was still not in place. So David asked Nathan
the prophet about what he thought of David building a house for the LORD.
The next day Nathan brought back to David a message from God telling him that
through an offspring of David, God would build his house and establish a kingdom and
one who rules that kingdom that will last forever. 1 Chronicles 17:11-14 - When your days
are fulfilled to walk with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, one of your
own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 12 He shall build a house for me, and I will
establish his throne forever. 13 I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. I will
not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from him who was before you, 14 but I
will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be
established forever.’” David prays a prayer of thanksgiving and praise to God and then
goes out and defeats all his enemies, 1 Chronicles 18:13b - And the LORD gave victory to
David wherever he went.

3

SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #045
Remaining Faithful | 1 & 2 Chronicles

In this narrative there is a reminder of the backstory that has been going on since Genesis
6 with the sons of God having relations with the women of mankind and producing hybrid
offspring, Nephilim. And from the offspring of these Nephilim, human genetic
contamination resulted in giants, who are still in the land of Israel in David’s days. We saw
these giants in the books of Joshua, Judges, and 1 Kings. They are here again in 1
Chronicles. 1 Chronicles 20:4-8 - And after this there arose war with the Philistines at Gezer.
Then Sibbecai the Hushathite struck down Sippai, who was one of the descendants of
the giants, and the Philistines were subdued. 5 And there was again war with the
Philistines, and Elhanan the son of Jair struck down Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite,
the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam. 6 And there was again war at Gath,
where there was a man of great stature, who had six fingers on each hand and six toes
on each foot, twenty-four in number, and he also was descended from the giants. 7 And
when he taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David’s brother, struck him down. 8
These were descended from the giants in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and
by the hand of his servants.
David takes a census of Israel and God brought judgement. David chose of three options
given by God, to have pestilence from God ravage the land for three days. And 70,000
men of Israel fell in the pestilence. While at the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, David
saw the angel of the LORD who had been doing the slaying standing between heaven
and earth. David repented of his sin and the angel of the LORD told David through Gad
the prophet to erect an alter on this threshing floor to the LORD. David purchased the
threshing floor, built the alter, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. God told
the angel of the LORD to sheath his sword as the pestilence was ended. David was fearful
of the sword of the angel of the LORD and would not go to Gibeon to offer sacrifices and
inquire of the LORD. So he decided to build the temple of the LORD on the threshing floor.
1 Chronicles 22:1 - Then David said, “Here shall be the house of the LORD God and here
the altar of burnt offering for Israel.”
David prepared all the building materials for the temple, 1 Chronicles 22:5 - For David
said, “Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the house that is to be built for
the LORD must be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and glory throughout all lands. I will
therefore make preparation for it.” So David provided materials in great quantity before
his death.
David told Solomon his son, that God had told him that because he had shed much
blood and waged great wars he could not build the house. But Solomon would build the
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house and establish his royal throne forever. Only be careful to fully obey all the laws and
commands of the LORD.
As the days of David were running out, he finished strong and with a flurry of
organizational and administrative assignments. With Solomon charged with building the
temple, David then goes on to organize the Levites who will serve in the temple, the
priests who will offer the sacrifices, the musicians who will offer worship and praise to the
LORD, the gatekeepers who will guard the temple, the treasurers and other temple
officials. He then organizes the military division who will defend Jerusalem, the leaders of
the tribes over Israel, and leaders over the kings treasury.
In finality, David assembles all the officials of Israel in Jerusalem where he hands the
mantle of kingship over to Solomon his son in their presence. He tells Solomon, 1
Chronicles 28:9- “And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your father and serve him
with a whole heart and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and
understands every plan and thought. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you
forsake him, he will cast you off forever. 10 Be careful now, for the LORD has chosen you
to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong and do it.” David then gave Solomon God’s
plans for the temple. 1 Chronicles 28:19 - “All this he made clear to me in writing from the
hand of the LORD, all the work to be done according to the plan.”
David then tells the people of the extravagant gifts of wealth he had dedicated without
hesitation of heart toward the building of the temple. David then offers a prayer worth
repeating and hearing.
1 Chronicles 29:10-19 - Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the
assembly. And David said: “Blessed are you, O LORD, the God of Israel our father, forever
and ever. 11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory
and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the
kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and honor
come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your
hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. 13 And now we thank you, our God,
and praise your glorious name. 14 “But who am I, and what is my people, that we should
be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have we
given you. 15 For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our
days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding. 16 O LORD our God, all this
abundance that we have provided for building you a house for your holy name comes
from your hand and is all your own. 17 I know, my God, that you test the heart and have
pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these things,
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and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to
you. 18 O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such
purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts toward you.
19 Grant to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep your commandments, your
testimonies, and your statutes, performing all, and that he may build the palace for which
I have made provision.”
David died at a good old age having reigned over Israel for forty years, seven years in
Hebron and thirty-three in Jerusalem. David was truly a man after God’s own heart. It says
in 1 Kings 15:5 - David did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn aside
from anything that he commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of
Uriah the Hittite.
Second Chronicles begins with the reign of Solomon where he worships and sacrifices at
Gibeon. God visits Solomon in a dream and gives him a chance to ask for whatever he
wanted. Solomon asked God for wisdom to rule the people. God granted Solomon not
only wisdom, but riches and honor in measure far above any king before or after
Solomon. And when you read the text, you’ll see the extent that far above reaches.
Solomon goes on to build the temple in accordance with the plans given by God to
David his father. Truly a magnificent structure. Once completed, Solomon had the ark of
God brought into the temple with resounding celebration, praise, worship, and music.
Solomon then blesses the people and offers a prayer of dedication. 2 Chronicles 7:1-3 As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed the
burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 2 And the
priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the
LORD’s house. 3 When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of
the LORD on the temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the
pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “For he is good, for his
steadfast love endures forever.”
The LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and told him what the people are to do in
response to the LORD bringing discipline for disobedience. 2 Chronicles 7:14-16 - …”if my
people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and
heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is
made in this place. 16 For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name
may be there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all time. BUT… Oh for the
day when there are no more BUTS; only glory in life everlasting. God then goes on to
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describe what he will do when they turn away, forsaking God, so they can worship and
serve other gods – which they are soon to do under Solomon.
Solomon’s many accomplishments are recorded in the book as well as visitations from
nation leaders and his massive over the top wealth. Like his father, he reigned over Israel
for forty years and then his son Rehoboam took his place.
Under Rehoboam, God begins to divide the kingdom due to the apostasy of Solomon
late in his life. Solomon constructed outside of Jerusalem places for worship and serving
the detestable gods of his many wives. He not only had them built but participated in
their ceremonies as well. Jeroboam, a servant of Solomon, was given by God kingship
over ten tribes of Israel, and Rehoboam retained two tribes, Judah and Simeon.
Jeroboam erected golden calves at the southern and northern borders of Israel. In order
to establish his own religion, he cast out all priests and Levites of God and appointed his
own priests and sacrificial system. The cast out priests and Levites went to Judah and
Jerusalem to resettle. 2 Chronicles 11:16 - And those who had set their hearts to seek the
LORD God of Israel came after them from all the tribes of Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice
to the LORD, the God of their fathers.
Rehoboam strengthened his kingdom, but to no avail, as five years into his reign he
abandoned the law of the LORD and all Israel with him. God sent Egypt up to judge
Rehoboam and a prophet came to tell him so. Rehoboam and his officials repented, but
God still sent Egypt to make Judah servants of Egypt. 2 Chronicles 12:8 - Nevertheless,
they shall be servants to him, that they may know my service and the service of the
kingdoms of the countries.” This is an often-repeated lesson that only a few of the kings
learned.
Rehoboam ruled over Israel for seventeen years (he did evil and did not set his heart to
seek the LORD, 2Chr 12:14) and then Abijah his son was made king. Judah was under
constant conflict with Jeroboam. On one of these occasions Abijah was across from
Jeroboam on the battlefield severely outnumbered, Abijah notes to Jeroboam, Judah’s
superiority over Israel as Judah retained fellowship and worship of the one true God while
Israel had abandoned God for idol worship. With God’s help, Judah goes on to rout Israel.
Jeroboam does not recover his power from this loss and the LORD struck him down. But
Abijah grew mighty and had many wives.
Asa, son of Abijah reigned in his father’s place and had rest for ten years as he cleared
out all the foreign alters, high places, pillars and Asherim, high places, and incense alters
and commanded all of Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers and the keep
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all the law and commandments. Then Zerah the Ethiopian came to challenge Asa with
a million man army and 300 chariots. Asa called out to the LORD for help and God
delivered a mighty blow. Judah routed them and their surrounding cities as far as Gerar
until not a single Ethiopian was left alive. And they carried home much plunder to
Jerusalem. It was after this Asa got a special word from God. 2 Chronicles 15:2-7 - The
LORD is with you while you are with him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if
you forsake him, he will forsake you. 3 For a long time Israel was without the true God,
and without a teaching priest and without law, 4 but when in their distress they turned to
the LORD, the God of Israel, and sought him, he was found by them. 5 In those times there
was no peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for great disturbances
afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. 6 They were broken in pieces. Nation was crushed
by nation and city by city, for God troubled them with every sort of distress. 7 But you,
take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded.”
King Asa then goes on a mission to remove all the detestable idols and places of worship
from Judah, Benjamin, and the hill country of Ephraim. He made repairs to the alter of
the LORD and held a large gathering with sacrifices to enter into a covenant with the
people to seek the LORD, the God of Israel. He even deposed his mother from being
queen mother because of a detestable image she had made for Asherah, which he
destroyed and burned. The land had peace until his 35th year of reign.
Israel’s king, Baasha, built Ramah to secure his border to prevent people coming and
going from Judah. Asa pays a bride to Ben-Hadad, king of Syria, to break allegiance with
Baasha. Ben-Hadad steps in and takes care of business. A prophet visits Asa to remind
him of all the times the LORD delivered overwhelming armies into his hands and utter
defeat. Yet, he would bride a Syrian instead of asking God for help? 2 Chronicles 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support
to those whose heart is blameless toward him. You have done foolishly in this, for from
now on you will have wars.” After forty one years of reign, the last few of which were in
serious illness, Asa died and Jehoshaphat is son reigned in his place.
Jehoshaphat walked as David his father walked, seeking the God of his father and
walking in his commandments and not according to the practices of Israel. Jehoshaphat
however made an unwise agreement with king Ahab of Israel to recapture Ramothgilead? While meeting with Ahab before the battle, Jehoshaphat requests to hear from
a prophet of God, rather than 400 prophets of Israel Ahab summoned who were
prophesying victory. Reluctantly, Ahab summons the prophet Micaiah who tells of Israel’s
defeat and Ahab’s death. In his defense of his prophecy, Micaiah tells of what he saw in
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heaven concerning Ahab’s prophets. 2 Chronocles 18:18-22 - And Micaiah said,
“Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the
host of heaven standing on his right hand and on his left. 19 And the LORD said, ‘Who will
entice Ahab the king of Israel, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one
said one thing, and another said another. 20 Then a spirit came forward and stood before
the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ 21 And
he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he
said, ‘You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’ 22 Now therefore
behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of these your prophets. The LORD has
declared disaster concerning you.” That is a behind the scenes look at what’s really going
on the other side of the curtain in regard to false prophets. Be aware.
Ahab goes into battle and is killed. Jehoshaphat returns home to a prophets reprimand.
2 Chronicles 19:2-3 - “Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD?
Because of this, wrath has gone out against you from the LORD. 3 Nevertheless, some
good is found in you, for you destroyed the Asheroth out of the land, and have set your
heart to seek God.” Jehoshaphat institutes judicial reforms in Judah and charges the
officials, 2 Chronicles 19:9 - “Thus you shall do in the fear of the LORD, in faithfulness, and
with your whole heart.
It wasn’t long before three armies were on the march toward Judah to attack and
destroy. Jehoshaphat called all the people together in front of the house of the LORD
and the new court and prayed. 2 Chronicles 20:6-12 - “O LORD, God of our fathers, are
you not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are
power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. 7 Did you not, our God, drive out
the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel, and give it forever to the
descendants of Abraham your friend? 8 And they have lived in it and have built for you
in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, 9 ‘If disaster comes upon us, the sword, judgment,
or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house and before you—for your name
is in this house—and cry out to you in our affliction, and you will hear and save.’ 10 And
now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you would not let
Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided and did
not destroy— 11 behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your possession,
which you have given us to inherit. 12 O our God, will you not execute judgment on
them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do
not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” God hears his prayer and gives a
favorable answer. As Jehoshaphat leads the people in praise to God as they march out
to meet their foes, God has the invading armies meet and totally destroy each other.
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When Judah got there, there was nothing left but huge loot and spoil, too much to collect
in even three days. All the surrounding countries heard of the LORD’s delivery of Judah
and the fear of God kept the real quiet. Jehoshaphat reigned for twenty-five years then
Johoram his son reigned in his place.
Johoram killed all his brothers and did evil in the eyes of the LORD as his wife was the
daughter of Ahab. He reigned for eight years of apostasy turning the people to the ways
of whoredom of the kings of Israel. He died a painful death to no one’s regret.
Johoram’s son Ahaziah reigned for one year. He followed in the ways of the kings of Israel
and Ahab. He was killed by Jehu who was fulfilling his command from God to destroy the
house of Ahab. Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah then took it upon herself to destroy the
entire royal family of Judah; putting to death all the king’s sons but one, Joash, who was
hidden away in the temple. Jehoiada the priest took great courage and arranged for
Joash to be crowned king when he was seven years old. They killed Athaliah his mother
as she protested, treason, treason. All the days of Jehoiada the priest, Joash did well and
made repairs to the temple. Once Jehoiada died, Joash took his counsel from the princes
of Judah who convinced him to return to the sex, drugs, and rock and roll of the Asherim
and the idols. Zechariah, the son of Jehoiada, clothed with the Spirit of God called out
the people for abandoning the LORD. And by command of Joash the king, Zechariah
was stoned to death in the court of the house of the LORD.
Soon thereafter, a much smaller Syrian force came up against Joash and defeated him
and took much spoil back to Damascus. Joash was wounded, and while on his bed killed
by his servants who conspired against him for the blood of Zechariah.
Amaziah his son reigned in Jerusalem for twenty-nine years. He had a great victory over
the men of Seir from which he stole away their idols and set them up as his gods and
worshiped them. God sends a prophet to point out the wickedness of his ways and his
impending death as a result. Amaziah challenges the king of Israel to a battle, and suffers
a serious defeat. He turns away from the LORD and flees to Lachish as their was a
conspiracy out for his death. They track him down and kill him and bring him back for
burial in Jerulalem.
Next up was Uzziah, son of Amaziah, he reigned for fifty-two years. 2 Chronicles 26:5 - He
set himself to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who instructed him in the fear of God,
and as long as he sought the LORD, God made him prosper. But when he grew strong he
grew proud and went into the temple to offer incense at the altar of incense and came
out a leaper. His son Jotham governed the people while Uzziah lived in a separate house.
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Jotham his son reigned in Jerusalem for sixteen years. While he did well he allowed the
people to follow corrupt practices.
Ahaz his son reigned in Israel for sixteen years. He did not do what was right but walked
in the ways of the kings of Israel and burned his sons in the fire as an offering according
to the abominations of the nations the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. It was
so bad, God gave him into the hands of both the king of Syria and Israel, both of which
inflicted much damage. Soon he was writing for help from the king of Assyria because
invading nations kept coming and taking plunder. And because he made the people
act unfaithful to God, the king of Assyria came and attacked him rather than help him.
Soon thereafter, he closed up all the places of worship for the LORD and began
worshiping the gods of the nations that had defeated him hoping for favor. He died and
Hezekiah his son began to rule.
Hezekiah reigned for twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. He repaired the house of the LORD
and called the people back to God. He gathered the Levites together and ordered that
they consecrate themselves and clean the temple. Once clean he restored temple
worship. He wrote letters to all Israel, Judah, Ephraim, and Manasseh to come to
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. A great assembly of people appeared and
participated. There was great joy in Jerusalem not seen since the days of David and
Solomon. Hezekiah then organized the priest to reestablish all the worship and feasts
written in the Law of the LORD and reinstituted the portion due from the people to support
the priests in their work. 2 Chronicles 31:20-21 - Thus Hezekiah did throughout all Judah,
and he did what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God. 21 And every
work that he undertook in the service of the house of God and in accordance with the
law and the commandments, seeking his God, he did with all his heart, and prospered.
Later, as the king of Assyria was making his way down to conquer Egypt he sent a
messenger by Jerusalem to tell Hezekiah to surrender. Hezekiah the king sought the LORD
for deliverance, and God responded by cutting off all the commanders and warriors of
the king of Assyria. Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death, but he earnestly
prayed to the LORD and was restored for another fifteen years. In his pomp and pride he
showed all his kingdoms riches and armories to envoys from Babylon sent to check up on
his health. God allowed this to test him and know all that was in his heart. When he died,
Manasseh his son reigned for fifty-five years in Jerusalem.
Manasseh was wickedness on steroids and led Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
into more evil than the nations the LORD had devoted to destruction when Israel entered
the land. The king of Assyria shows up and takes him away with hooks and bound him
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with chains and hauled him off to Babylon. While there he humbled himself greatly before
God and pleaded to be brought back to Jerusalem, which he was. Upon his return he
made some reforms, and commanded Judah to serve the LORD, the God of Israel.
Amon his son reigned for two years in Jerusalem. He followed the former wicked practices
of his father and was killed by his servants. His servants were then killed by the people of
the land. Josiah his son was made king in his place.
Josiah was eight years old when he became king and reigned for thirty-one years. He did
what was right in the sight of the LORD and walked in the ways of David his father. In the
eighteenth year of his reign, the book of the law was found in the temple and read to
Josiah. When the king heard the words, he tore his clothes and called for some prophetic
words from God. 2 Chronicles 34:21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me and for those who
are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been found.
For great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not
kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.” The word
comes back as expected – 2 Chronicles 34:24-28 - Thus says the LORD, Behold, I will bring
disaster upon this place and upon its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the
book that was read before the king of Judah. 25 Because they have forsaken me and
have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the
works of their hands, therefore my wrath will be poured out on this place and will not be
quenched. 26 But to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall
you say to him, Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have
heard, 27 because your heart was tender and you humbled yourself before God when
you heard his words against this place and its inhabitants, and you have humbled yourself
before me and have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you,
declares the LORD. 28 Behold, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered
to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring upon
this place and its inhabitants.’”
Unlike any king before or after, Josiah had all the inhabitants of Jerusalem do all
according to the covenant of God. They destroyed all the abominations and served the
LORD their God. All the days of Josiah, the people did not turn away from following the
LORD. He entered into covenant with the people to follow the covenant of God and
held a massive Passover celebration that had not been seen since the days of Samuel.
Josiah goes out to battle Egypt who was not at war with him but with another. Even
though counseled by Neco king of Egypt to go home in peace, Josiah disguised himself
in battle and was killed.
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Within only a few short years and a couple of kings later, Judah was defeated by Babylon.
Large sections of the wall in Jerusalem and portions of the city were leveled including the
temple, and many captives were taken back to Babylon.
The book of 2 Chron ends as follows: 2 Chronicles 36:17-23 - Therefore he brought up
against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the
house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or virgin, old man or
aged. He gave them all into his hand. 18 And all the vessels of the house of God, great
and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and
of his princes, all these he brought to Babylon. 19 And they burned the house of God and
broke down the wall of Jerusalem and burned all its palaces with fire and destroyed all
its precious vessels. 20 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from the
sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons until the establishment of the
kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the
land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill
seventy years. 22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in
writing: 23 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, ‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me
all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may the LORD his God be with
him. Let him go up.’”
And that ends the book of 2 Chronicles and our overview of both 1 & 2 Chronicles. What
we’ve seen in these books is that in times of apostasy, God raises up prophets who
truthfully confront the kings who begin to stray away from the LORD. And we’ll see much
more of this as we get into the prophetic texts. And when the kings and people
demonstrated great humility and whole hearted repentance God relented on many
occasions from bringing final judgement. But even God has a limit to rebellion and
presumption, and Manasseh broke that limit in apostasy which brought judgment.
In many minds of those who study religions and history, this event ended the story of God
establishing Israel to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. From this point forward,
in history Israel was never again a sovereign nation. Even in the days of Jesus, Israel was
not a free nation but a vassal state of the Roman Empire. And then in 70 AD, as Israel
tried to rebel against Rome, Jerusalem was leveled by the Romans and the nation of
Israel disappeared from the face of the earth.
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That is until 1948, when Israel was reconstituted in the land once again and recognized
as a sovereign nation. The prophetic clock is ticking louder each day for the return of
Jesus, the king of the Jews, who is coming back to fulfill for the remnant of his people now
gathering in Israel all the promises in prophecy yet to be fulfilled.
Between the two books of Kings and two books of Chronicles we see two different paths
and endings for the northern and southern kingdoms. In the north (Israel) they started in
apostasy and never recovered. They were eventually destroyed by Assyria and the
people dispersed among the “nations.” In the south (Judah), they drifted from temple
worship to apostasy with several significant cycles of spiritual revival. When Manasseh
crossed the line despite a big revival by Josiah, God called in Babylon to bring judgment.
But unlike the dispersion of the Assyrians, the survivors of the southern kingdom were taken
captive back to Babylon and allowed to return to their land seventy years later.
What does this mean in 2022 for believers, and why should we care? If you look at the
Christian church today, the visible church, can you see a parallel in an abandonment of
God and his word to the whims and desires of the nations? Is there a Manasseh coming
who will cross the line? Read Jesus’ words to the church at Laodicea in Revelation 3. I
think the time is drawing near when the hammer of judgment will again begin with the
church, then the wickedness of the world, and finally Jesus’ physical return to redeem
God’s wife, the remnant Jews of Israel.
On our next episode we’re going to tackle the last three books in this mini-series. Two are
related (Ezra and Nehemiah) and one separate (Esther).
Thank you for listening.
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