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Welcome to Episode #034 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our second of eight
episodes in our mini-series entitled, Rise of a Nation. In our last episode we covered the
succession of a covenant God made with Abraham to Isaac and then to Jacob. We last
saw Jacob living in Bethel in Beersheba with his family.
Genesis 35:9-13 God appeared to Jacob again, when he came from Paddan-aram, and
blessed him. 10 And God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; no longer shall your name be
called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” So he called his name Israel. 11 And God
said to him, “I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of
nations shall come from you, and kings shall come from your own body. 12 The land that
I gave to Abraham and Isaac I will give to you, and I will give the land to your offspring
after you.” 13 Then God went up from him in the place where he had spoken with him.
On this episode we’re going to look at how God interacts with Jacob and through his son
Joseph, preparing a place in Egypt to separate and isolate Abraham’s descendants from
the rest of the world. While the place was not revealed to Abraham he was certainly
aware this isolation was coming from what God told him in Genesis 15:12-16: As the sun
was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness
fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted
for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and
afterward they shall come out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your
fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back
here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
Let’s pick up the account in Genesis 37:1-11: Jacob lived in the land of his father’s
sojournings, in the land of Canaan. 2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being
seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons
of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their
father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the
son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. 4 But when his brothers saw
that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and could not speak
peacefully to him.
5 Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they hated him even
more. 6 He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7 Behold, we were
binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold,
your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to
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him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they hated
him even more for his dreams and for his words.
9 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, “Behold, I have
dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing
down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father rebuked
him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother
and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11 And his
brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.
God invoked the covenant to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob directly. Moving forward
the covenant will continue through the descendants of Isaac’s twelve son’s. Of the
twelve, Joseph is Jacob’s favorite son. Joseph has two dreams; one he shares with his
brothers and the second with his father Jacob and his brothers. While his brother hated
Joseph and his father rebuked him, Jacob kept the saying of Joseph’s dream in his mind.
While the text does not say specifically that God spoke to Joseph in a dream, it can be
assumed God did and Jacob knew it. We see God saying later in Numbers 12:6, “And he
[God] said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet among you, I the LORD make myself
known to him in a vision; I speak with him in a dream.” While Joseph knew God had given
him a vision, what he didn’t know was how that vision was going to actuate over time.
He was about to begin that journey shortly after being cast into a pit by his brothers.
Jealous of Joseph, the brothers plotted initially to kill him and then threw him in a pit. Later
a Midianite caravan heading to Egypt was passing by so they decided to sell Joseph as
a slave to Ishmaelite merchants traveling in the caravan. Upon arrival in Egypt, Joseph
was promptly sold to an Egyptian named Potiphar, who was captain of the guard of
Pharaoh. We pick up in Genesis 39:2-6, The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a
successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that the
LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4
So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his
house and put him in charge of all that he had. 5 From the time that he made him
overseer in his house and over all that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for
Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and field. 6 So
he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about
anything but the food he ate. Let’s look at the progression – The LORD was with Joseph,
Joseph became successful, his master saw the LORD was with Joseph and caused all he
did to succeed in his hands. What would you do? I would too… Soon the master was
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prospering under the LORD’s blessing for Joseph’s sake – on all he had inside and outside.
The master only was concerned about what he ate.
Joseph will soon experience the great testing and reversal of circumstances by the LORD
to prepare him for what lies ahead of him several years later. We could spend a while
here, but we’ll just touch the highlights. Potiphar’s wife becomes very attracted,
infatuated, and lusts after the handsome house servant, Joseph. Making her intentions
known, Joseph refused, saying in Genesis 38:8-10, “How then can I do this great
wickedness and sin against God? (“Behold, because of me my master has no concern
about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9 He
is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you,
because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”
She did not relent, and one day caught him in the house alone and decided to pounce.
Joseph fled the house, losing his garment in her grasp. This spurned woman called the
other house servants and told of how she had screamed and Joseph ran after making
unsolicited advances toward her, and she had his garment as proof. When she told this
to her husband Potiphar, he had Joseph put in the prison for the king’s prisoners.
The fact that Potiphar was angry yet didn’t kill Joseph outright, or put him in a horrific
prison infers that Potiphar had a sense of what really happened (angry his wife had just
ruined a great deal he had going). While he had to protect his wife’s honor, he also didn’t
want to harm Joseph or face the potential wrath of the LORD who he knew was with
Joseph. So he assigned him to room and board in the cushy prison; and as far as the text
reveals, without any charges against him. Genesis 39:21, But the LORD was with Joseph
and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the
prison. If you’re a long-time listener, you’ll recall my saying on several occasions that I
don’t think we really know what it means to be made in the image of God. Start to look
for God’s steadfast love and favor he gives in the sight of those in charge of you.
Genesis 39:22-23 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners
who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23 The
keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because
the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.
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We see this blessing of the LORD on Joseph and the confidence it brings for Joseph to
act when the cupbearer and baker of Pharoah join Joseph in prison. One night both the
cupbearer and baker of Pharoah have disturbing dreams and tell Joseph they don’t
have anyone to interpret them. This was usually the task of the court magicians and wise
men. Gen. 40:8 And Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please
tell them to me.” They tell Joseph their dreams, Joseph provides the interpretations, and
both events that follow for the cupbearer and baker are in accordance with the
interpretation. The cupbearer is restored to Pharoah’s service and the baker is hanged.
Later Pharoah has a disturbing dream that he tells the court magicians and wise men,
but they cannot interpret it. The cupbearer tells Pharoah about how Joseph correctly
interpreted his dream so Pharoah calls for Joseph. We pick up the account in Gen. 41:1516, And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a dream, and there is no one who can
interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”
16 Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”
This is where Joseph tells Pharoah, because he had two different dreams of the same
event, God was letting him know what he dreamed he will surely bring about. There will
be in Egypt seven years of abundant harvest followed immediately by seven years of
catastrophic famine. Joseph presents a plan to survive the famine and recommends that
Pharoah put a wise and discerning man over the land of Egypt under the authority of
Pharoah to store grain and then distribute.
Genesis 41:37-45, This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh
said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 39 Then
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning
and wise as you are. 40 You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order
themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” 41
And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” 42 Then
Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him
in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. 43 And he made him ride
in his second chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him
over all the land of Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and
without your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 45 And
Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in marriage
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land of
Egypt. Joseph has two sons in this marriage, Manasseh and Ephraim.
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Joseph gathered grain in store house cities for seven years, and when the famine
became severe over the whole earth, began to distribute grain. You’ll see in the account
that Joseph secured for Pharoah all the livestock, land of the people, and 20% of all future
production of the land in exchange for grain. The famine became so great that all the
earth came to Egypt to by grain from Joseph, including ten of his brothers sent by their
father Jacob. Genesis 42:7-9 Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, but he
treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” he
said. They said, “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 8 And Joseph recognized his
brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 And Joseph remembered the dreams that he
had dreamed of them. Joseph accuses them of being spies and requires them to return
with their youngest brother. They return home with grain but without Simeon who Joseph
was holding as a prisoner until they bring back Benjamin.
Jacob was upset at the situation and refused to let Benjamin return. However, the famine
continued to the point Jacob acquiesced and the sons again traveled to visit with
Joseph. Genesis 43:26-28 When Joseph came home, they (his brothers) brought into the
house to him the present that they had with them and bowed down to him to the ground.
27 And he inquired about their welfare and said, “Is your father well, the old man of whom
you spoke? Is he still alive?” 28 They said, “Your servant our father is well; he is still alive.”
And they bowed their heads and prostrated themselves. Remember Joseph’s dream
from Genesis 37:5-7, Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they
hated him even more. 6 He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have dreamed: 7
Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood
upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around it and bowed down to my sheaf.”

After a little more intrigue, Joseph finally reveals himself to his brothers before
sending them home. Genesis 45:1-11, Then Joseph could not control himself
before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make everyone go out from me.”
So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2
And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh
heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?”
But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.
4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near.
And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now
do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God
sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these
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two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth,
and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here,
but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler
over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do
not tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you
and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and
all that you have. 11 There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of
famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not
come to poverty.’
The brothers return home to bring back Jacob and all their possessions. Genesis 46:1-4,
So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered
sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night
and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” 3 Then he said, “I am God, the God
of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great
nation. 4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and
Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” God was letting Jacob know his descendants were
going to spend some time in Egypt; which of course was what God had told Abraham
Genesis 15:13-14, Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will
be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be afflicted
for four hundred years. 14 But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and
afterward they shall come out with great possessions.
Genesis 46:26-27, All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were
his own descendants, not including Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 27
And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two. All the persons of the
house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy. God is balancing the table, he
disinherited seventy nations and God’s portion are the seventy persons of the house of
Jacob who entered Eqypt.
Joseph asked Pharoah to allow his family to dwell in the land of Goshen, to which
Pharoah approved and Joseph provided all they needed. Genesis 47:27-28 Thus Israel
settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they gained possessions in it, and
were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen
years. So the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were 147 years. Before he died, Jacob
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claimed Joseph’s sons as his own, and blessed them (Ephraim before Manasseh). Genesis
48:3-6, And Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty[fn] appeared to me at Luz in the land
of Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I will make you fruitful and multiply
you, and I will make of you a company of peoples and will give this land to your offspring
after you for an everlasting possession.’ 5 And now your two sons, who were born to you
in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall
be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 And the children that you fathered after them
shall be yours. They shall be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. This
is why in many listings of the tribes of Israel you won’t see Joseph’s name but his sons.
In Chapter 49 of Deuteronomy you can read all the blessing Jacob gave over his twelve
sons. Of particular note is the blessing of Judah and Joseph. I’ll read the Judah blessing,
and I encourage you to read the blessing given to Joseph as well. Genesis 49:8-12,
“Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
your father’s sons shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my
son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who
dares rouse him? 10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from
between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the
peoples. 11 Binding his foal to the vine and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine, he has
washed his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. 12 His eyes are darker
than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk. This is prophetically a picture of Jesus.
After Jacob blessed his sons he commanded them to bury him in the cave Abraham
purchased in which was buried Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, and Leah. The sons
complied with great pomp and circumstance by Pharoah and Joseph. With Jacob
dead, the brothers worried that Joseph would take revenge and approached him to
forgive them. Genesis 50:19-21, But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the
place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not
fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly
to them. When Joseph was 110 years old he said to his brothers, Genesis 50:24-26, “I am
about to die, but God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel
swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.” 26
So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in
Egypt. When the Israelites left Eqypt 400 years later, they took Josephs coffin with them.

7

SHOWNOTES
Welcome to Episode #034
Womb of Goshen
Jacob Goes to Eqypt

We’ve again covered a lot of scripture. The point of doing is to reveal God’s active
working to establish a people of his own, a witness to the world that God exists, and from
which Jesus is descended and fulfill all of what’s written about him in the law and the
prophets. Which we’ll get to on future episodes LORD willing…

Speaking of future episodes, be sure to catch our next episode as we cover the Israelites
miraculous escape from Egypt followed by 40 years of wilderness wanderings found in
the book of Exodus. You may be wondering how I’m going to do that in one episode. I’m
not afraid to say, so am I. Be sure to listen and see how I do.
Thank you for listening.
Subscribe, Follow, Rate, and Review
Show notes and other resources found on WayoftheBible.com
Please invite others you know to listen to the podcast. My prayer and hope is that the
word of God that changes lives will be go forth and accomplish all that God purposed
in sending it forth from this podcast.
Join me on the Path
Write me a note
Simply Believe God and Follow Jesus
Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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