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Welcome to Episode #050 of Way of the Bible podcast. This is our second of eight
episodes in our mini-series entitled, Fear of the LORD | Job thru Song of Songs. This
episode, Remembering Reminders, is the first of two parts on the book of Psalms. On this
first part we’ll be exploring an overview of Psalms and focus on key ideas and terms
presented in the text. For the second part we’ll explore individual Psalms and tackle a
few in some detail.
I hope in this seventh mini-series on the Wisdom literature of the Bible, you get a firm sense
of God’s continual revelation to mankind over history. This revelation was recorded in
scripture to inform mankind of their creator God, his creation, his desired relationship with
mankind, mankind’s rejection of God, and the way of God’s salvation for those who
choose to believe God. From beginning to end the Bibles sixty-six books written by over
40 different authors over a period of 1500 years follow a storyline which terminates in the
eternal state with God dwelling with human beings on earth into eternity.
In our first six mini-series we’ve established the condition of mankind is to by nature reject
God and follow our own way. This rebellious nature was a consequence of Adam’s
disobedience which brought sin and death into the world and corruption and decay into
the created order of the cosmos. We’ve also learned there are rebellious heavenly
beings as well who seduce corrupt mankind into worshiping and serving them through a
myriad of idols, images, and perverted practices.
Into this setting God selected one man, Abraham, and made a promise and covenant
with him to give the land of Canaan to his descendants. God confirms the covenant with
Issac and Jacob, and thru Moses frees the people of Israel from bondage in Egypt. God
enters into covenant (10 commandments) with the people of Israel, establishes laws and
statutes, and delivers them into the promised land thru Jacob and the angel of the LORD.
Once in the land the people turn away from God to worship and serve the gods of the
nations they were supposed to displace. God sends judges and prophets to correct the
situation, but eventually the people demand a king. God allows them to have kings from
among their people and raises up prophets to advise the king and people how to keep
the train on the track.
The first king (Saul) was rejected by God for disobedience. The next king (David) was a
man after God’s own heart and was completely committed to God except in the case
of Uriah the Hittite. The next king Solomon fully established Israel as a regional power using
his great wisdom. But late in life he succumbed to his many wives and set up alters to the
gods of the nations around Jerusalem. From Solomon onward is seen a continual
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downward spiral of kings who take the nation deeper and deeper into apostasy.
Prophets of God continually warned the kings in both the northern and southern
kingdoms of coming judgments for disobedience. While some of the kings of the south
responded to the prophets’ warnings the kings to the north did not relent from their
apostasy.
The last four books of the Wisdom literature were written prior to, during, and immediately
following the reigns of kings David and Solomon (the first book, Job, was likely written
before Moses). Psalms embellish in songs for temple worship much of what we’ve just
summarized. Psalms is a book of praises which served as a book of worship and was the
hymn book of the Temple.
King David decided to bring the ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem and house it in a tent
erected for that purpose. He had the Levites bring up the ark from the home of ObedEdom amid much music, worship, and praise. A record of this bringing up of the ark is
recorded in 1 Chronicles 15. Here are a few excerpts from that chapter.
1 Chronicles 15: 16 David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their
brothers as the singers who should play loudly on musical instruments, on harps and lyres
and cymbals, to raise sounds of joy. David assigned: singers (v.19), people to play lyres
(v.21), a conductor of the music (v.22), priest to blow trumpets before the ark of God. 28
So all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting, to the sound
of the horn, trumpets, and cymbals, and made loud music on harps and lyres.
Once the ark was settled in the tent, David spent a lot of time, energy, and resources to
ensure the full care, daily duties, and worship due to the LORD who would be residing
there. Details of David’s efforts are found in 1 Chronicles 16, and 23 through 25.
We know who wrote most of the Psalms. David wrote 73; Moses, 1; Solomon, 2; Sons of
Korah, 11; Asaph, 12; Heman, 1; Ethan, 1; Hezekiah, 10; and 39 are referred to commonly
as “orphanic,” or ophan psalms as their origin is unknown. Although it is suspected David
wrote many of these orphanic psalms as well.
When simply reading the Psalms, which have little or no detail beyond the lyrics
themselves, you cannot see the framework of how the hymns were organized. But
detailed study since they were recorded in the scriptures have revealed several layers of
organizational structure. The Psalms have a beginning and an ending and tell the story
of mankind and Israel in between.
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The common theme running throughout the Psalms is the idea of a King and a kingdom.
For the Jews, they interpret that King as God and the kingdom being ruled by a
descendant of David who will rule the world from Jerusalem with an iron scepter. For the
Christian, we believe the King has already come, the LORD Jesus Christ, and will come
again to establish a Millennial kingdom in Jerusalem followed by the eternal state and
an eternal kingdom from which we will rule with him the heavens and the earth. For both
Jews and Christians, the key word in Psalms is Hallelujah!!
The Psalms record the full gambit of human devotion, feelings, emotions, and dejection
experienced at the soul level. Given the reaction at the soul level is experienced in both
Jews and Christians the Psalms contain a universality for all God-fearing people.
There are many kinds of Psalms. They can be categorized as messianic, imprecatory,
penitential, historic, created order, pilgrimage, festivals, missionary, puritan, acrostic, and
praise of God’s Word.
While all the Psalms point in some way to the LORD Jesus several are very specific
describing his birth, his life, his death, his resurrection, his glory, his priesthood, his kingship,
and his return. We’ll focus on these in some detail on our next episode.
Many believe the organizational structure of the Psalms can be divided into five distinct
sections. Each section reflecting revelations of God found in the five books of Moses, the
Pentateuch, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
Genesis Section: Psalms 1-41 These Psalms provide the full view of man from our initial
blessedness in the garden, our fallen state, and our recovery. Obviously they don’t say
these things directly, but when taken in context you will see this progression.
Genesis section, Psalms 1—41.
Psalms 1-8 address respectively, man in perfection, man in rebellion, man rejected,
conflict of Genesis 3:15 between seed of the woman and serpent, perfect man amid
enemies, perfect man chastisement, perfect man falsely accused, and Perfect man
repairs sin breach,
Psalms 9—15: Enemy and Antichrist conflict; final deliverance
Psalms 16—41: Christ in midst of His people, sanctifying them to God
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Exodus section, Psalms 42—72 Israel’s ruin, redeemer and redemption
Leviticus section, Psalms 73—89 Sanctuaries coming darkness and dawn, “Asaph
psalms,” and looking to the future.
Numbers section, Psalms 90—106 Earth’s peril and protection of Pilgrims, Celebration of
the Messiah’s reign, Praise to the King.
Deuteronomy section, Psalms 107—150 Perfection and Praise of the Word of God with
festival psalms, pilgrimage psalms, and praise psalms
A complete listing of these summaries can be found in J. Vernon McGee’s commentary
on Psalms available for free at Blueletterbible.org.
The Bible storyline elements we’re going to briefly explore today include God as creator
and fear of the LORD, the nature of mankind, corruption of mankind due to sin, influence
of heavenly beings, God’s justice and righteousness, the promise of a redeemer, and the
nations. With these we’ve only scratched the surface of what these Psalms address and
contain.
We saw in our last mini-series the role of the prophets of God in the land. When they
prophesied, the fulfillment of that prophecy happened just as stated in the prophecy.
You will see a lot of prophecy in Psalms that were fulfilled exactly by Jesus Christ and even
more to be fulfilled in the future.
These future fulfillments will occur when the Jews in Jerusalem are under horrendous trials
and suffering by the anti-christ. At the pinnacle of their agony God opens their eyes to
see Jesus Christ really was Messiah. Repentant Israel cries out for Jesus’ return and
deliverance. Jesus Christ answers their cry, defeats Satan, redeems Israel eternally and
judges the world. Wait, I’m getting ahead in the story.
God as Creator and Fear of the LORD: Psalm 19:1-4, 9 – The heavens declare the glory
of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 2 Day to day pours out speech, and
night to night reveals knowledge. 3 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice
is not heard. 4 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of
the world… the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;
Psalm 33:6-9 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and by the breath of his
mouth all their host. 7 He gathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the deeps in
storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in
awe of him! 9 For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.
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Nature of mankind Psalm 8:3-9 – When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful
of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 5 Yet you have made him a little lower
than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You have given him
dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7 all sheep
and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the
sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 9 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is
your name in all the earth!
Psalm 139:13-18 – For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my
mother’s womb. 14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when I was
being made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my
unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the days that were
formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 17 How precious to me are your
thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 If I would count them, they are more
than the sand. I awake, and I am still with you.
Corruption of Mankind: Psalm 53:3 – They have all fallen away; together they have
become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even one.
Psalm 51:1-6 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin! 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may
be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 5 Behold, I was brought forth
in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 Behold, you delight in truth in the
inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
Influence of heavenly beings: Psalm 29:1-4 – Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings,
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;
worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness. 3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. 4 The voice of the LORD is
powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
Psalm 89:5-7 – Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the
assembly of the holy ones! 6 For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD? Who
among the heavenly beings[fn] is like the LORD, 7 a God greatly to be feared in the
council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who are around him?
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Justice and Righteousness of God Psalm 89:14-18 – Righteousness and justice are the
foundation of your throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 15 Blessed are
the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O LORD, in the light of your face, 16
who exult in your name all the day and in your righteousness are exalted. 17 For you are
the glory of their strength; by your favor our horn is exalted. 18 For our shield belongs to
the LORD, our king to the Holy One of Israel.
Psalm 33:4-5 - For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD.
Redemption Psalm 130:5-8 – I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 6
my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen
for the morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption. 8 And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
Psalm 78:34-43 - When he killed them, they sought him; they repented and sought God
earnestly. 35 They remembered that God was their rock, the Most High God their
redeemer. 36 But they flattered him with their mouths; they lied to him with their tongues.
37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him; they were not faithful to his covenant. 38 Yet
he, being compassionate, atoned for their iniquity and did not destroy them; he
restrained his anger often and did not stir up all his wrath. 39 He remembered that they
were but flesh, a wind that passes and comes not again. 40 How often they rebelled
against him in the wilderness and grieved him in the desert! 41 They tested God again
and again and provoked the Holy One of Israel. 42 They did not remember his power or
the day when he redeemed them from the foe, 43 when he performed his signs in Egypt
and his marvels in the fields of Zoan.
Nations (Gentiles) Psalm 22:27-28 – All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to
the LORD, and all the families of the nations shall worship before you. 28 For kingship
belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations.
Psalm 33:10-19 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the
plans of the peoples. 11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to
all generations. 12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people whom he has
chosen as his heritage! 13 The LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the children of
man; 14 from where he sits enthroned he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 15
he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds. 16 The king is not
saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength. 17 The war horse
is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot rescue. 18 Behold, the eye
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of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, 19 that he
may deliver their soul from death and keep them alive in famine.
Psalm 46;8-10 – Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations
on the earth. 9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and
shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 10 “Be still, and know that I am God. I
will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
Those are just samplings of the passages in Psalms which speak of God as creator and
fear of the LORD, the nature of mankind, corruption of mankind due to sin, influence of
heavenly beings, God’s justice and righteousness, the promise of a redeemer, and the
nations. We will look at the messianic psalms in detail next episode.
What God is revealing in the Pentateuch and repeated in the Psalms is the storyline that
runs through the entire Bible. God created everything seen and unseen in the heavens
and on the earth. God created mankind in his own image and likeness (male and
female), blessed them and gave them dominion over the whole earth. In this account,
there is an implied or obvious obligation mankind owes to God as their creator. And
mankind is answerable to the God for how they carried out God’s will on the earth.
Eve was deceived by the serpent but Adam knew very well what eating the fruit would
bring, death. Likely the pride of Adam, like Lucifer before him, thought it better to be like
God knowing good and evil than whatever the consequence of death would bring. By
Adam’s disobedience, sin entered the world and death thru sin.
What is revealed in Genesis 3:15, was Adam’s fall was God’s A-plan to squash a heavenly
rebellion by Lucifer and the perfect pathway to establish an eternal state where God
would dwell with humans into eternity. Gen. 3:15 - I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel.” The serpent bruising the heal of the woman’s offspring occurred
when the LORD Jesus Christ was nailed to the cross. Jesus is coming back to finish what
the serpent started.
Throughout real space time history God demonstrated that on our own mankind would
not seek God or submit to Him, but rather would continually try to use human wisdom to
usurp God’s authority and establish mankind’s autonomy from God. The serpent and his
fallen minions have been actively engaging and encouraging mankind in their efforts.
The key verse for mankind to implement moving forward after the Garden is found in
Genesis 4:6-7 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen?
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7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at
the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” Man now knew good and
evil and God counseled Cain that His acceptance was based on mankind doing good.
The consequence of not doing good was evil (sin) was right there ready to pounce and
destroy mankind.
God allowed mankind three different attempts to demonstrate their utter rebellion
against doing good. Cain killed his brother Abel. The women of mankind were involved
with Angelic hanky panky and the wickedness of mankind created a heart set on only
evil all the time; global flood. Finally at the tower of Babel mankind was in the midst of
building a tower into the heavens to make a name for themselves when God divided the
languages, spread the nations across the earth, and assigned mankind to the care of
members of his Divine council of angelic beings. (See Deut. 32:8 and Psalm 82).
Through these accounts, God is seen and the creator and there is no Fear of the LORD in
the eyes of mankind. While mankind was the creation of God and never one out of His
sight the corruption of mankind due to sin seemed irreparable. The influence of rebellious
heavenly beings did not help the situation.
Then beginning with Abraham, God reveals and demonstrates His justice and
righteousness, He promises mankind a redeemer, and people from the disinherited
nations will be included in the redemption. As believers today, we are participating in
2022 the divine working of God toward that final redemption when God will demonstrate
to the world his justice against those do not do good and his righteousness to save those
who admit and repent of their powerlessness to only do evil all the time.
Know that we are not calling for God to exercise His justice and righteousness on us or
else we would all be consumed. We call on God for grace, mercy, and compassion to
save us from ourselves trapped in bodies of sin. We’ll look at that next episode.
I encourage you to read the book of Psalms following the outline of the five sections
identified earlier. Things previously not seen will begin to jump off the page at you. A great
help is the outline of Psalms provided by J. Vernon McGee on Blueletterbible.org.
On our next episode will be presenting the second of two episodes on the book of Psalms
where we’ll focus on the messianic Psalms. I can’t wait to study out the text, write the
SHOWNOTES, record, edit, and release on-line.
Thank you for listening.
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Live as a child of light overflowing with living water in the will of God
•
Joyful always, Praying Continually, and Thankful in all circumstances
Be blessed my brothers and sisters
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